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Esprit de Corps?

Band comes ‘home

By Bob Sadler
spociol wilter

They call It the sophomere Jinx. In
the music [ndustry, it ls an afilletion
that besets many a young band fol-
fowling the success of their flrst al-
bum.

Whether it be at their own insls-
tence ar the declslon of a proflt-hun-
gry record label, a band will Imme-
diately re-cnier the studlo and quick-
1y cut another album to capitallze on
thelr Initial acelalm.

More often than not, it usually re-
sults In failure, permanently placing
a group on the list of so-called “one
hit wonders.”

Five men determined to avold the
jinx are Detrolt’s own Rhythm Corps
and their producer Ben Grosse.
Recording their second album at
Pear] Sound in Canton {about as far
away from the pressure of recording
barons In Los Angeles and New York
as you can get.

“We're taking a lot of time with
this record,” said Michael Persh,
Rhythm Corps’ lead vocalist,

The new album s currently about
half finished and Is expected to be
released by summer.

“Common Ground” was qulte a
successful debut for Persh, guitarist
Greg Apro, bassist Davey Holmbo,
and drummer Richle Lovsin. The
band managed to land the opening
slot on tour with Pat Benatar. The
title track became a Top 40 single on
the Billboard charts, getting Rhythm
Corps substantial airplay across the
country.

HOWEVER, THE song gol cven
more exposure when it was used by
NBC during thelr Scoul Summer
Olympics coverage, becoming the
soundtrack for a video collage aired
before the men's volleyball gold
inedal match between the United
States and the Sovlet Union.

“We had thought of It (the Idea of

Rhythm Corps
has come
home to Michi-
gan to work on
its follow-up
album to its
successtul de-
but with
‘“Common
Ground.”

using the song),” said Holmbo, a
Redford natlve. “On the same day
we were going to contact our book-
ing agent to see tf someone could get
involved with it, this guy (an NBC
producer who was putting the cot-
lage .\Iogclher) called our agent on his
Wi

Needless to say, all involved were
thrilled to sce the result when It
aired.

“1 was sitting on the bus at the
Fox Theatre In Atlanta,” Holmbo re-
called, “It was pouring raln and we'd
Just finished our shaw. We all ran out
there in the rain, and we'd just fine
ished our show. We all ran out there
in the rain and watched it. When the
song came on, it was a great fecling
10 know that miilions and milllons of

people were hearing our song at the
same time.”

All the success enjoyed by Rhythm
Corps has been a long time coming.
Formed ecarly in 193t and at ene
point having five members, the
group settled on its current lineup on
Oct. 31, 1981, Persh said.

In 1982, they released their first
EP on the Metro America label ti-
tled “'Paquet de Cinqu,” French for
“Packet of Five” (there were five
songs on the EP). A couple of tracks
from that and their sccond EP
“Espirit de Corps,” “Broken Halos™
and “Vanishes," received airplay on
Detroit rock radjo.

“WE GOT a lot of support from
the local people and radlo stations,”
Persh said. “We've never had any
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reason to complaln. Fortunately for
us, we were there at a time when the
radio stations were playing mote lo-
cal bands.”

In 1985, Rhythm Corps shifted Its
headquarters from Detroit to Los
Angeles, in an effort to be noticed by
a major label. They were eventually
signed by Pasha Records, an inde-
pendent label distributed by CBS. By
the fall of 1987, they began record-
ing “Common Ground."

Rhypthm Corps will appear with
Tanjent Image and Beer on the
Penguin on Sunday, Dec, 31, at St.
Andrew's Hall, 431 E. Congress,
Detroit. Tickets are $14.50 and
are available at all TicketMaster
outlets. For information, call 961-

Midtown hosts musical ‘summit’

By Jitt Hamilton
spoclaf writer

Malta hosted the United States/
Sovlet summlt, and Birmingham will
have 2 summlt of its own this week
at the Midtown Cafe. The “'Midtown
Summit" — a glasnost-Inspired eve-
ning of music — will feature De-
troiter Pamela Conn, an Academy-
award winning filmmaker, present-
ing Sovict singers Thomas and
Tarmo Urb.

Conn, a professionat vocalist and
composer in her own right, will open
the pregram with a comblnation of
Jazz and pop tunes. The Urb broth-
crs, swhe defected to this country six
months ago, will sing the folk ballads
that charmed audlences during their
previous Michigan visit.

Conn, who lives in Plymouth, first
heard Thomas and Tarmo slag at a
perfomance at a private home.

“When I heard them sing, [ was so
impressed wlth thele music,” Conn
sald. “T don't think I have gotten so
exclted about anybody's musle,
ever.”

Conn didn't think she'd ever have
the opportunity to talk with people
behlnd the Iron Curtaln, but a combt.
natlon of the sweeping changes of
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glasnost and, not Incidentally, an Os.
car-winning film have allowed many
things to happen that she previously
thought were impossible.

While Conn sings with Thomas and
Tarmo in Birmingham, a film she
co-produced with Detrolt Sue Marx,
“Young at Heart™ will be broadcast
over Sovict television,

“Young at Heart” was shown at
the Leningrad First Interntlonal
Non-Feature Film Festival and
garnered an award from the Lenin-
grad International Women in Film
(KIwWD).

A PROGRAM cxchange, original-
ly started by The Learning Channel
in the United States, sclected
“Young at Heart to be shown on So-
vict television. The film, the flrst In-

ly produced 24
to air in Russta, wlll be broadcast on
Channel One through Gostelradto,
the State Commilttee for Television
and Radio. Gostelradio reaches an
cstimated 180 milllon viewers in
Russlan and 30 million in Eastern
Europe.

Conn opted not to go to the awards
ceremony In Russia because she felt
1hat it was not yet the right time and
that, perhaps, another chance (o go

Pamela Conn is
sharing the statge with Sovi-
et singers Thomas and Tar-
mo Urb at the Midtown Cafe
in 8irmingham.

wauld come up In the future.

She was partially right, except
that, instead of Conn traveling to
Russia, Russla came to her in the
form of the two Estonian brothers.

“It was thrilling to get to meet
them," Conn sald. “I realized that
everyone all over the world Is pretty
much the same . . . We're all human
beings. But it was also fascinating to
see thelr different viewpoints and
outlooks on everything.”

Conn’s love of musle, and espeetal-
ly Jazz, began when she was 4. 1
started out listening to my parents
old records,” Conn said, "They had a
bunch of great old jazz 45s from the
'30s and *40s."

She embarked on a full-time film
career, ieaming up with filmmaker
Sue Marx, Together they wrote, di-
rected and produced a number of
award-winning films and television
spots, many of which featured origi-
nal musle by Conn.

Her music has been nominated
twlee for Emmy Awards, Including
her original song, “Foxy Lady"
composed for the 1988 Emmy-win-
ning {ilm "Encore on Woodward: De-
troit's Fox Theatre.” The song also
won a CINE Golden Eagle.

Pam Conn and Thomas and
Tarmo Urb will perform at 8 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday, De
27-28, at the Midtown Cafe in Bir-
mingham,

IN CONCERT

® ldlots

The Idiots will perform along with
Grievance Commiltee and the Generals
on Tuesday, Dec. 26, at St. Andeew's Hall,
43t E. Congress, Detroit. For Informa-
tion, call 63-MELT.

@ idyll roomers

1dy!l Roomers and Friends will per-
form Tuesday, Dec. 26, in an afler Christ-
mas party at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call $96-
8355,

@ datroit big gunns

Detroit  Blg Gunans will  perform
Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 27-28, at
the Studio Lounge, 692) N. Wayne, south
of Warren Road, Westland. For [nforma.
1ion, cal] 729-2540.

@ boer on tha penguln

Beer on the Penguin will perform on
Wednesday, Dec. 27, at the Blind g, 208
. First, Ann Arbor. For infermation, call
996-8555.

@ orange roughles

Orange Roughies wilt perform on
‘Thursday, Dec. 28, at 3-D Club, 1815 N.
Main, Royal Oak. For information. cal
589-3344.

@ second sell

Second Self will perform on Thursday,
Dec. 28, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 995-
8555,

@ the samaritans

‘The Samaritans will perform on Thurs-
day, Dec. 28, at Rick's Cale, 613 Church,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996-
4T

@ hysteric narcellcs

Hysteric Narcotics will perform on
Friday, Dec. 29, al the Hamtramek Pub,
2048 Canilt, off 175, Hamtramck.

OUNTRY

Here are the top -10 country songs on
WWWW.FAL

1. A Woman In Love,” Ronnje Milsap.
2. “Tul Lave Comes Again,” Reba McEn-

tire,
Il. “The Lonely Side of Love," Patty Love-
s

5.
4. “I've Been Loved By the Best,” Don
Willsams,

5. *Two Dozen Roses,” Shenandoab,

6. “The Vows Go Unbroken,” Renay Rog-
ers.

7
8. “Country Clu! vis Trist,
9. “She’s Gone, Gone, Gone,” Glen Camp-

bell.
10. “Never Had 1t So Good.” Mary Chapln
Carpenter.

© tracey ee and the leonards

Tracey Lee and the Leosards will per-
form oo Friday and Saturday, Dec, 29-30,
at the Blind Plg, 200 5. First, Ann Arbor.
For informatlon, call 996-8555.

® koka taylor

Koko Taylor will perform on Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 29-30, at Rick's Cale,
€11 Church, Ann Arbor, For Iaformatlon,
call 996-2747.

® 30n seals

Son Seals will perform on Friday, Dec.
29, at Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, north of
Michigan, Dearborn. For informatlen,
call 046.5377,

® the gear

‘The Gear will perform with guests, the
Opossums, on Friday, Dec. 29, a1 Lili's 21,
2930 Jacob, Hamtramek. For tnforma-
tion, call B75-6558,

® strait

Stralt will perform with guests,
Stratus, on Saturday, Dec. 30, at the

Hamtiramek Pub, 2048 Canlit, off 1.75.

@ bigger than mass

Bigger Than Mass will perform with
guests, Mondo Cane, on Saturday, Dec,
30, atthe Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward,
Detrolt. For Informatloa, call 833-8850.

@ the gunerals

The Generals will perform with guests,
The Gear and The Gorles, on Saturday,
Dec. 30, at Finney's Pub, 3963 Woodward,
Detroit. For informatlon, call 831-8070.

© 3dlinvisibles

3D Invisibles will perform with
fucsty, Screaming Savage and the Cave-
men, Zombie Surfers and Kaos Killers, on
Saturday, Dec. 31, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Canitf, off 1.75.,

Son Seals will
perform on Fri-
day, Dec. 29, at
Sully's  on
Greenfield in
Dearborn,

TOPS HITS

Best-selling records of the week:

1. “We Didn't Start 1be Fire,” Bldly Joel.
2. “Another Day In Paradise,” Phil Col-
les,

i

3. “Angella.” Richard Marx.

4. "Back to Life.” Sou! I1 Soul.,

. “The Way That You Love Mz,” Paula
Abdel.

6. “Don't Know Much,” Linda Rosstadt
with Arron Neville.

7. “With Every Beat of My Heart," Tay.
lar Daype.

8. “Rhythm Nation,” Janct Jacksoa,

9. Don't Close Your Eyes,” KLz,

1C. “Love Stack,"” B-52's.

(Source: Cashboz magarine)

BLOW
— Red Lorry Yellow

If you arc looking for an album of
generic post-modern music by a
band from England, rush out and
grab “Blow" by Red Lorry Yellow
Lorry. It has all the proper elements
— gloomy lyrics about love, vocals
sung In a bored and detached mono-
tone and repetitious, plodding guitar
parts — with nonc of that annoylng
passlon or origlnality.

“Blow"” has none of the energy of
punk, no humorously depressing "I
wear black on Lhe outside because
that's how I feel on the inside” lyr-
Ics, and certainly no one would feel
Yike dancing to It. The music s just
.. . there, “Blow” would probably
be good for listening to In the car
when you were In no partleular
mood whatsover,

Lead singer Chris Reed has a
deep, rough volce that Is somewhat
reminiscent of Richard Butler’s of
the Psychedellc Furs — (he Lorrys
cven have a song called “Heaven"—
but Butler’s volce adds only a dead-
cned, sluggish tone to “Blow.”

The Lorrys slng mostly Abous:
guess what, love, In *Jt Was Wrong,
Reed sings, “1 was wrong to bring
you down, In a llfe you sce me/ln
your smile I'm lost and found with
the things [ see today.”

In “Shine a Light,” Reed laments,
“All nlong you proved me Wrong/
you 8aid I was to blame/Sce the way
T turn my head and cry/it was just
another day ali the thiogs stood In

our way/Sce the way you break me
down Inside.”

But Red Lorry Yellow Lorry is at
their best when they sing about
things other than love. “West Wakes
UP” is a vaguely reggaclied tunc
with Interesilng lyrics lke, “The
west wakes up to find completeness
in half-truth/The cast wakes up to
{all asleep/When I fInd it shows me
sense Ls all forgotten/Then I'll wait
then I'll walt.”

The sang, “Blow,”" conslsts stmply
of the words “Yanananananpa. . .
Blow!” repeated over and over Ina
sort of chant, glving the song a
somewhat European feel,

“Blow” lsn't a terrible album — It
stll manages to be better than 99
percent of what ls played on Detroit
radio — but It's an uninsplred al-
bum. For thoss who enjoy familiar
and palatable music, “Blow"” ls a

sure bet.
— Jill Hamilton

AND IN THIS CORNER
— D.J. Jazzy Jeff and the Fresh Prince

This tandem burst Intc promi-
nence last year with the inventive
pop-rap single “Parcnts Just Don't
Understand,” a sly plece of Insubot-
dinate social commentary which
carned them a slew of awards, in-
cluding the first rap Grammy.

“And In This Corner™ {RCA/Jive}
falls to deliver on the promise of
Jazzy and the Fresh Prince’s carller
efforts. It Is remarkably conserva-
tive for the genre and generally un-
inventive,

The album unforgivably opens
wlth its worst track, “Then She Blt
Me," which features an organ riff
nicked from “The Phantem of the
Opera,” which is tolerable, but the
rapping is nothing short of pathetic.

The Fresh Prince usually reels off
unbelievable but entertaining sto-
ries, but here In weak attempt at
comedy, he keeps correcting him-
self, He seem oblivious to the fact
that it really doesn't matter whether
it was "All' My Chlldren,” “Cosby,”
"8, Racer” or “Kimba” on lhe
television unless he makes it mat-
ter.

Things get a little better on “I
Think I Can Beat Mike Tyson,”"
whereln the recounts
an understandably painful and em-
barrassing one-rounder with the
heavywelght champ. Unfortunately,
the funnlest parts of the song consist
of the Prince and Jeff Imltating the
fisticuff-loving barbers that Eddle

1
1

Murphy and Arsenio Hall created for
the flim “Coming to America.”

“Everylhing That Glitters {Aln't
Always Gold)” is pleasantly sllly in
the manner of “Paveats Just Don't
Understand,” but its subject matter
— a shipwreck [ollowed by an cn-
counter with crudely portrayed can-
nlballs — lacks the earller song's ap-
peal.

The team’s best cffort on this
record is “Who Stole My Car,” which
palrs scratched-in automotive nolses
with the Prince delivering a self-
deprecating story about an IROC
that someone drove to Kalamaroo.
After the car meets up with a tele-
phone pole, the Prince moans, “1
wanted to Just jump into the ocean/
My car looked like it was a Lego ex-
plosion.”

. ==John Logie

DOGBUNNY
— Hippodrome

Some two years ago, Chris Rich-
ards sat at a table in an area
nightclub. He didn't want to goon, he
sald. Only a couple of ieather clad
patrons dotted the otherwise vast
sea of cmpty tables. Who could
blame him?

Once on stage, though, this often
times zany bespectacled gultar-play-
Ing gent burned through one of the
best sets of rock'n'roll this person
has ever heard. Hippodrome's music
has always had that manic quallty,
teetering on the brink of all-out may-
hem,

Fortunately, two years later, that
sense of urgency has not waned in
the Hlppodrome camp. If anything,
1t’s grown more Intense on this, the
band's first full-length release on
compact disc.

*“Dogbunny” is a carnlval of sound,
jumping from one high- musi-
cal ride to another. Only in the
acoustical dreamscape of “Under
the Tren" and the orchestral feeling
of “Crumble” does Hippodrome
catch its collective breath for a
moment.

From there, grab your hat. Most
of the songs are gultar dominated,
which has drawn unfalr comparisons
to REM. in the past. Lyrically, the
palr are completely two different
animals, Hippodrome's songs are
more along the lines of post-teenzge
melancholy, Mote than a few times,
there are references to love loat,

H “?PODROME

T

dogbunny

love unattalnable and love for anoth-
er day.

A favorite?

Take a pick from the country plck-
ingn of “Caroline” to the bar chant of
“Foggy Notlon" to the wavy ‘Tm In
Love with Evi " and anythlng
In between and on tho side.

This s a solld effort and the best
part of it s that Hippodrome's better
days lie ahead.

~ Larry O'Connor
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