) This view ia fooking south down Orchard Lake Road, toward the intersection of Grand River.

improving the image
' Uptown may get colorful banners like downtown’s

8y Cnssy Hans
stalf wiitor

The first step toward creating a
more colorful uptown Farmington
image has been taken.|

Merchanty and business people In
the Grand Rlver “and Mooney area
are planning tu instail cloth banners,
slmilar to those used In

The Farmington City Council voted
June 19 to allow installation of 12
banners, after a lengthy philosophical
discussion and a 3-2 spli{ council vote.

AANDY DORST/statf photographer

sor what the message is."

DONOHUE SAID he was als0 con-

cerned about settlng & precedent in *

the city for similar requests.

In bringing the ssue to the city
councll, City Manager Robert Dead-
man cautioned the council about the
precedent, soying he could see the

Farmington, to symbollze the arca
designated as “uptown” zbout one

' year ago.
But members mof the Uptown

slﬂl face an uph!ll battle, They must
get approval from Qakland-County,
the state of Michlgan and area utili-
tles before installing them on poles
along Grand River, Mooney Street

“I belleve, sincerely, we should do
all we can to help,” sald councilman
Ralph Yoder, voting to approve the
measure. “Let someone else ‘nm
them down — I don't want to be the
one todo it"

ALSQ VOTING In favor were
Shirl

and In the Uptown Pla-
za shopping center.

And local nppmval from the clty
council wasn't a consensus decision.

The Farmlngton City Council
voted June 19 to allow installation of
12 banners, aftcr a lengthy phllo-
sophical discussion a3d-a $-2.split
counc! vote. The approval granted
the association a temporary, one-
year permit,

ey
whose hiusband Is a former city coun-
cilman and has abusiness in the up-
town arca,‘'— and Mayor Richard
Tupper.
“1 think we ought to take a look at
how fortunate we are to have the
city in the shape it's In," Tupper add-
od. “We should encourage this . . .
unless it's going to be a hinderance
to this city,”

SO

Councilmen Amuld Campbell and
Wilttlam Hartsock voted ngainst the
measure, following the recommen-
datlon of city attorney John Do-
nohue, who sald ques-

beyond the pro-
posed boundaries and Inoto other
commereiz] district In the city.

“If thls were o occur, the (down~
town) program would
its Impact and mn'ievr_n bowmo ob-

Dead, id In his

tlons could be raised about allowing
a private group to install banners in
the public right-of-way.

“Qne of the major concerns Is the
content of the message being placed
on public property,” sald Donohue,
who formerly sat on the Downtown
Development Authority, which con-
trols use of signs in the city's central
business district.

“Here you have a worthy ns!odu

- tlon, but it is commercial. T have &

serious legal concern. We can't cen-
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These buslnnuea are on the east sido of Olchnrd Lake Hond, about a quum:r mife north of

Grond River.

N R

Orchard Loke Road.

Jax Kur Wash ia on the loft, with Dan's Subs in the hnckgrnund in this view of Grand Rlvut and .
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A man shot durleg a robbery
June 29 alh gusollne statlon in
Southfield ts In stable condition at-
Botsford Hospital in Farmlngton.

Tho 14+ ycar-old Farmington *
Hills man was pumping gasollna
into hls car in & servics driveway
of the Total Statlon at Elght Mile
and Shiawassca when a man began

Tho car owner ruLtcd, grap- -
pling with the thief, who was al-
ready lnsldo the car. 'm cwn:r .
reached In through the
dow lnlrylaukolhnleyx.butusn
thief pulled oot & pistel and xhot
tho ‘car’s owuer in the facc. Tbe
bullet traveled .aloag (o man'a

. facoand lodged In hls shonlder,

Th o gunman dmve nwu In the
wmdad

Hills man Sho‘t car stoien

black mals in bis early 203, medi-
um. complexion, flve-feet cights
Inches tall with a thin bulld He
wore a ihin musiache-and matelh-
Ing “Bad Boys” dark blue T-chirt

mmlmmhlblna 1999 Che- |-

vy Screity with dn!gm lcense
phlanlunbet 34 WVR.

repart.

"'nmy'vc got some real nmnhung
blocks to overcome, In addition to
this cauncll," he zdded, during coun-
il discussion
Local veterinarian Jokn Richard-
son, who owns a store and practice
in the uptown area, sald he dida't
feel the effort would compete with
downtown, bulcnhunu lnotberm
of the city.

“It's a geographic area. We're
to create an ideatity,” ba sald.

: trylng
“I didn’t realire the downtown was a

sacred cow In this community.”
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Shoppers pay a visit to the Uptown Farmington Plaza.

Uptown move ment
has upbeat meme

Continuod from Pa: o

and h"ro-

qul.red w hcld regular quarterly

BUSINESSES IN the
area have watched the uptown effort
¥ith interest, but are In a slightly
dUfferent sltuation becausé of the
clty’s Downtown Development Au-
thority, which has taxing autherity
o do physical redevelopment work.

DDA executive director Wendy Strip -

Sittzamer said she supports the up-

town effort, adding lhntnnymch of-

fort strengthens the cliy’s base.
‘The UFBA s incorporated ™

When an
American says
that he loves
his coul.ltry,
he.. -maans that
he loves an
inner air,
an innor I&hr
in which
fresdom lives
nd in which

a mon ean

- draw the
broath of
solfrospect.
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has a aix-
member bonni elected by the mer-
bership, which meets monlhly,‘,)\ny
business in the general vicinityof
the Orchard Lake Road-Grand River
Intersectlon can become a mentir,
according to the group's bthr
Duumn;em;summopu
of the

year, depending on the
bisiness  Information can

. be_ob-
hlnéd’byumngNweyn! 474-‘7010. :
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