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Ceremaor

an 00 MANY more-pressing concerns face

8 Farmington Hills. We see no reason to

. prolong debate on Mayor Terry Sever’s

N curious bid to make the mayor's role
;l'strongcr and the term longer.

¢ While not wavering from having a pr

Mayor’s role serves Hills well

il

Mayor Sever may think ‘there
needs to be a change.’ But we
don’t,

« clty manager run Farmington Hills, Sever told
" the city counctl last week he doesn't think chang-
. Ing mayars every year Is in the clty's best inter-

~. He prefers having the public elect the mayor
-+t0 a two-year term, He's considering a petitlon
. *drlve to force a ballot question to achieve just
" that. .

" Mayor Sever may think “there needs to be a
... change.” But we don't. .

" The good fotks who penned the city charter 16
_+.years-ago felt that the council should “:ppolnl the
» mayor from among its members. :

~ The charter limits the mayor to 1) presiding at
.~ council meetings, and 2) being recognized as

grants stiould be the product of a seven-headed
decision by the clty council. In our mind, that
dilutes the chance of political payoffs or under-
the-table politicking.

We don't think the people of Farmington Hills
envision their mayor asserting “stronger politi-
cal leadership.” . .

RANDY DORST/stalf photographer

Michao! Sands, 13, navigates his bike past a subdivision in Farmingten Hills after the June
otalied van on Brandywiné in Kendollwood 2t downpour.

Drainage deficienc

Ies

must-become priority

THE GREAT flood of 1989 did
more than turn reads into lakes,
houses into Islands and basements
In Fi Hills.

As councilman Ben Marks, a charter
sloner, told Sever, “You are the goodwill ambas-
sador. You don't have any palitical clout. The po-
litical clout comes through this city council col-
lectively.” .

_'SQVEB ARGUES the mayor can't crack the

.~ head of city government for all cer ial pur-
poses and for purposes of military law.

" It doesn't address the mayor’s term. But tradi-
" tlon has limited the term to one year.

WE OPPOSE any charter amendment to in-
crease the mayor’s power. As we see it, the char-
ter has accomplished what its framers set out to
do in mandating a ceremonial mayor.

We're confused why Sever thinks there's con-
|- fusion as to who the mayor represents: himself,
-the council or the public,

.+ It's clear to us. The mayor represents Farm-
Ington Hills within the scope of authority be-
~stowed by the city charter.

At all other times, the mayor is just one of
seven councli members. It's not the mayor's job
to speak for the council.

.. Sure, the public relations thrust reduces the
position’s political sway, But that suits us. just

. fine.
. Any political posturing to secure government

N HE UNITED STATES Supreme Court has
Dy made abortion the issue of the '90s.
Abdicating its responsibility to inter-
; pret the Constitution, the court has
triggered a war over abortion rights; a.war des-
tined to be fought in cach state. .
- In Michigan, the question is bound to divert
- attentfon from the crucial educational equity is-

Supreme Court
Abortion: war within the states

pal League's lnner clircle be-
cause Farmington Hills is one of the four clties
with a population of 10,000 or more that changes
the mayor every year.

Frankly, we don't know why a two-year term
would change matters. Besides, governmental
relationships built by the clty administration are
more important. :

Meanwhile, how would a mayoral veto come
into play? How would the elected mayor and the
city manager divvy responsibility?.

We shudder to think what it would cost to run

It turned the tide of public trust
against the city for people whose
lives were turned upaida down and
who felt victimized by years of un-
fulfiled promises to improve the
munlcipal drainnge system.

So while clty leaders flgure out
hew to ralse §10-§15 milllon to im-
prove city drains, they also face hav-
ing to restore thelr credlbility.

“If I eould sell my house and move
to Brighton right now, I would,” resi-
dent Jennnle Jones tearfully told the
city council June 26,

In the aftermath of the last big
flood in 1981, Farmington Hills drew
a master storm drain plan, bullt the
$5 muillon Caddell Draln to ease
flooding at 10 Mile and Grand River
énd, made $3 million in citywlde

for mayor in a city where the top vote-getter In
the 1987 council race spent $11,000.

As for the tradition of a one-year term for
mayor, it gives every council member a chance
to be in the spotlight. And it Himits the number of
appointments to boards or commissions any
mayor can make — impeding cronyism.

We have no objection to Farmingten Hills’
mayor continuing to be appointed by the city
council for a one-year term, .

The Supreme Court has once
again placed under public
scrutiny the highly personal,
agonizing decision a' woman, and
often her partner, must make.

-sue, which will go before voters in I mber.
contests into i races.
~ This newspaper has reported pro-choice/pro-
life confrontations in front of clinics in Livonia,
Farmington Hills, Southfield and Troy. '
Some-of these weré to call attention to last
November's statewide proposition in which vot-
ers sald the state could no longer fund abortions
for those who could not pay for them.

. BUT THAT ISSUE actively involved only a
~fraction of our population; now it {3 destined to
Involve us all,

‘The Supreme Court has once again placed un-

“decision o woman, and often her partner, must
. make.

*. Women of all ages and economic status have
-always had abortions. What Roe v. Wade did was

'

EVER were the divided attitudes of the

\xi . American people so evident as in recent
U.S. Supreme Court rulings on the, flag

-and the death penalty.

) With the court shliting allegiances in 5-4 rul-
ings cach time, shock reverberated throughout
‘the country, On ona hand the justices ruled that,

" |desplte the esteem in which we hold the red,
, f.white and blue, an avowed communist had the
- Jiright to burn the flag at the Republlcan conven.

 Lion in 1984, .

In the other conservative ruling, the justices
ruled that teens aged 16 and 17 and mentally re-
tarded adults can be executed. ..

Supporting the flag ruling were justices An-
 thony M. Kennedy, Harry Blackmun, Thurgood
Marshall, Antonin Scalia and Wiltiam Breanan in
'] the majority. ’

Ths majority ruling on the death penalty decl-
stons were Scalia, Chlef Justice Willlam Rehn-
"quist, Byron White, Sandra Day O'Conner and
Kennedy. .

THE LIBERAL decision on the flag was based

*{ on the freadom to dissent for polltical reasons. It

unleashed o backlash of dissent to the oplalon

“also threatens to turn the 1930 gubernatorial and ’
" choice position.: -

. . munitles are well suited to take a leadership
~der public scrutiny the highly personal, agonlzing.

iFlag, execution laws conflict

allow them to end a pregnancy without hrenkli:g :

the law, As~aresult of Roe v, Wade women have
been able te have safer, more affordable abor-
tions.

This newspaper has cunsistcntly taken a pro-

But it will take more than llp service to head
off and defeat the well-run, well-financed pro-
life forces in Michigan which firmly believe they
are the advocate of the unborn child,

Pro-cholce residents of the our suburban com-

role. Blessed with education, resources and polit-
ical savvy, they can help convince state govern-
ment that the constitutfonal right to have a child,
or not, must be retained for today’s young wom-
en and those to come.

itself from veterans groups to congressmen. The
decision literally spanned both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum,.

Finaily President Bush called for a constitu-

tional amendment opposing flag burning. some.
thing that would take Lwo-lhirds approval in
both houses of Congress and by 38 state legisla-
tors, - .
Despite their sincerity, these protests are mis-
guided. When we say we honor Old Glory as
much as anyone else, we honor not a swatch of
cloth but the meaning behind the flag. That
meaning is the liberty inkerent in our doctrine of
Ireedom.of speech to burn the very symbol for
which It stands, even if the protester s a com-
plete jerk for doing so.

We are, however, still reeting from the court's
decision that teens ages 16 and 17 and mentally
retarded adults can be executed, .

Scalia, the only justice to vote in the majority
on both declsions, wrote: “In determining what
standards have evolved, we have looked not to
our own conceptions ‘of decency, but to those of
modern American soclety as a whole.”

hTh'e diverse Ameilcan society bows its head in
shame. :

* thelr 8,

impr

But lack ‘;I major nclghborhood
dralnage improvements has angered
residents In flood-prone arcas —
people still wadlng back to normaley
from the June 21 dowapour.

COUNCIL MEMBERS may find
some money for stopgap drain re-
paira by revisiting the clity’s newly
adopted $26 milllon general budget.

But a long-term solutlon to bring
the city's dralnage course up to snutf
would cost upwards of $15 million — -
not including $65 milllon in Ever-

green-Farmington Sanitary Sewer
System drainage kmprovements,

Once Clty Manager William Cos-
tick dellnes city drainage nceds, by
priority and cost, within 45 days, o
bond Issue vote seems likely, possi-
bly Nov. 7.

And that's none too soon for the
leglon of folks who sustained more
than flooded basements or yards in
the June 21 downpour.

It's obvious the city must direct as
much stormwaler as possible from
dratnlng into sanitary sewers and
creating a sewage backup,

Voters defeated a capltal im-
provement millage by a 2-1 margin
in 1984, a strange defeat given a ma-
Jor flood just three years before.

Sloee then, voters have approved
speclal taxes for parks and roads
and wiil conslder a llbrary tax I No-
vember. The June 21 downpour
hammered home the need for a capl-
tal improvement tax.

MEANWHILE, I wonder where
the resldents who say they’ve been
complalning about poar drainage for

— e

cight years were each year at city
budget hearkngs.

Quteries might've hastened im-
proved dralnage and spurved work-
ing with West Bloomfield to ease up-
stream problems that extend below
14 Mile,

Residents. must ride roughshod
over the clty councll to assure relief
as fast as possible,

Costick 1s right: “To have to worry
about persistence of floodIng Is not a
way to live.” So is resident Dick,
Wagner: The time s over for “prom-

iscs, promlses,

Why dld the city make the '803 the
greatest growth decade in the clty's
history without major dralnage re-
palrs? I'd guess that city leaders be-
came confused by the 1984 capital
tax defeat, then got caught up In'the
groundswell of support for more
parks and better roads. Draln needs
became overshadowed — an injus-
tice clty leaders must take the
blame for,

For starters, the clty should better
publleize flood-prone areas, look into
relle! programs for flood victims,
help determine avallablllty of flood
plain insurance, advise residents
about preventing home floods and .
clear clogged nelghbarhood drains
regularly.

It nlso must declde on a way to
pay for badly meeded major nelgh-
borhood drainage improvements. As
a Farmington Hills taxpayer, I'm
willlng to pay my falr share.

Farmington readers’ forum

“ Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from publication cnly
for sufficient reason. Wa reserve the right to edit them. Send letters to
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024,

Family offers
public thanks

To the editor:

The family of Stacy Ellzabeth
Brown wishes to express thelr sin.
cere thanks and decpest apprecia-
tion to friends, neighbors, Cloverdale
School and stalf for thelr prayers,
flowers, cards, food and words of
comfort during our time of bereave-

t

mex

A specin) thanks to tha Communl-
ty EMS, Farmington Hilla fire
squad, Dr. Ronald Lagerveld and the
emergency, room staff of Botsford
General Hospital for their valiant ef-
forts; to Dr. Edward T, Konno and
Thayer-Rock Funeral Home for

peclal assistance in services
with dignity and consolation; and for
all the memorials to Rett Syndrome
Assoclation.

God bless each and everyone.

. Dooglas and Beraetta Brown,
Scott, Brandl and Kristln,
. Farmington Hills
Porn stance
. 0 ‘e .
is infuriating
To the editor:

Now you've done !t, Steve Barna-
by — infuriated every parent who
has (or has had) a teenager (June 29),

Obviously you don't have children
that age or you would know how ut-
terly impossible it is to monitor thetr
every waking momert. I even won-
der If you somchow skipped from
chlldhood to full-grown adulthood
yoursel! becausa you obviously doa't
remember what It was like,

Perhaps some parcats are care-
less and leave pornographic materd-
al lying about, but most don't, and

Dick Isham gencral manager

Richard Brady diroctor of advmllﬁmg
Frod Wright direclor of circulation

probably most don't even have it on
the premises.

P 3
Once when my husband reachied a

- “certaln age,” a friend gave him a

Playboy subscription as a joke. He
kept them In a file drawer with bus!-
ness papers, but one day I rear-
ranged our 14-year-old son's furni-
ture and found a copy stuffed where
he dldn’t think I'd find it. Short of
locking them up, you're not going to
keep an {nquisitive kid from peeking,

. Influencing by example is flne,
and we can teach our young moral
standards until we're red in the face.
But peer pressure is a mighty force
not easlly contended with. And nor-
mal, bright kids have lots of curiosl-

ty.

What's the di{ference between us-
ing a minor to “sting” someone sell-
ing bard-core pornography to a ml-
nor or someone sclling liquor to a
minor? I feel anything that can't be
legally sold to a minor, if it can be
{reely sampled before a sale, should
be behind the counter and out of
sight. This has nothing to do with
freedom of speech, this has to do
with a harmful substance.

We don't soe 0 samples of 1i-
quor or tobacco products lylog about
80 that anyone can try them first,
then if they declde to buy, they must
have the moacy and proof of age.
What's the difference between a life
taken or rulned by a drunk drjver or
arapist?

1 applaud the Farmington Hiils
Police Department for trylng to
keep our community a fit coviron-
ment In which to ralse a family. Bra-
vo to tho cltizens crime preventlon
advisory committed’ — keep up the
good wark, Threo cheers for Farm-
ington Hlils pollce Chief Willlam
Dwyer — keep up the “holy war.”

All my applause to the Farming- .

ton Observer for. Its “hard-core
porn” editorial.
Bea Seaglione,

Farmlogton Hills

—— Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers s

Stevo Marnaby managing editor’
Judith Donter Borne assistant managing oditor

Suburban Communications Corp. .
Phlllp Pawor chairman of the board H
Richard Aginlan presidont

Infant death
rate a shock

To the editor:

It is a national Qlsgrace that
40,000 infants dle each year before
their first bisthday. The US. ranks
19th among the industrialized coun-
tries of the world in infant mortality
rate.

Yet we know that low birth-weight
is the mafor cause of Infant mortall-
ty, something we can do something
about through primary health care
for pregnant womnen In poverty.

WIC is a special federal supple-
mental food program for women, In-
fants and childres, providing supple-
mental funds for pregnant women
and yourg children, nutrition coun-
seling, and health care. °

In Michigan, WIC serves 62 per-
cent of those eligible, but we should
do beller for our poor women and
children, .

Suggest to your readers they write
to US. Rep.. Willlam Broomileld to
increase the funding for WIC In 1990
in the amount of $160 miltion, which
will serve another 200,000 poor
women and chlldren In the US,

For every dollar we put into the
WIC program today, we save $3 In
hospltal costs for low birth-weight
newborns. Let’s put tax dollars into
our national treasure ~ our chil-

n.
Dr. 8.W. Cameron,
Farmlngton IHills

“Share opinions

While the Observer expresses lts
oplnlons on the editorial page, we al-
ways leavo space open for our read-
©ra to expresy thelr ideas.

Submitting a letter to the edltor
{for publication is casy, We ask that
lci(h‘lcu be typewritten or printed lo-
gibly. . .




