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HZRE THEY go agaln, It's back

to the drawing board In the search
lnr a new Farmington school super-
intendent.

*The school board dld this Just 3%
years ago after the retirement of
Lew Schulman. It took many months
to zearch, interview and whittle a
Iqng list of candldates to 10 finallsts.
Included in that final st was

raham Lewls — who they cventu.
ally picked and who tendered his res-
ignation June 20,

Individual trustees have, no doubt,
already begun the task of sorting out
Just w!ut sort of person should re.
place the most recent school chlef,
who lasted just three years. No one
knows whether that was his chalce,
the board’s or a mutual understand-
Ing. No one’s saying.

Community reactlon has been
mixed to this rather abrupt change. .

Somo bave pralsed Lewls for bis
ideas and hia pew way of locking at .
education, Ome person speculated
that may bave been his downfal] —
that he waa o great idea man but
couldn’t run with the ball.

Most people safd they weren't re-
2lly surprised, Lewis had not made
himself very accesslble to the gener-

to handle the

nlbapublic. People always wondered

about this man who earned $100,000
In s2lary plus perks, but was rarely
seen at communlty cvenu Even at

questions, 1 attributed that to a
change in management style, a dif-
ferent ochool administration — and
learaed to live with it.

Perhaps Lewls did not become
more of a public figure because we
just stopped calling him for opinlons
whes he dldn't have any comment on
the Issucs. His assistant superintend-
ents, administrators and teachers
were simply much better Informed.
Or perhaps he just dlﬂn‘! want to

school board m
he rarely had any!.hlng to xay cxcept
“I'll turn this over to .

LEWIS WAS the ultimate delega.
tor. He served in a community lead-
cr's position, yet was truly a strang-
er,

I began covering the Farmington
Publie Schools In 1985, shortly be-
fore Lewls took over aa interlm su-
perintendent, The difference In deal-
ing with Schulman and Lewls was
like night and day,

Schulman always had a handle on
lssues, whether it was on a report,
program or parent group, and was
always wlilling to comment. Lewis
rarely commented, but always had a

Ican only sp

THE BOARD ia llkely to dlscuss
its strategy Monday night, as It
again begins the long process of
looking for a permanent leader. A
few suggestions from one outsider:

© hire someone with good Ideas
who will not allow other programs to
fall to the wayside while those new
Ideas are belng implemented.

® bire someone who has no fear
of the public he or she must serve.

© hire someone who will rua the
district with the cxpertise of a savvy
executlve, yet will never forget that
he or she serves a publlc entity.

Cascy Hans is a staff writer for
the Formington Observer.

‘There are more pressing issues

for our natlon than-flag burning

The writer, Steven Si;

a Farmington Hills resident.

PRESIDENT BUSH should get off
his patriotic perch and learn what
real concerns are in this country.
That goes for anyone else — legisla-
tors, congressmen, governors, cltl-
zens, ete. — who condemns the Su-
preme Court decision upholding the
perzon's right of expression through
fag burnlng. .

I find jt disconcerting that In an
era when we bave millicns of people
withont access to health care,
homes, joba or good education, peo-
ple are rallying behind the protec-
tion of o plece of fabric in the name
of “patriotism.” Don't they know
that a flag is merely a plece of cloth
that represents an idea?

By ltself, the flag s pothing.
Protestors in Iran, Iraq, Libya and
other countries bave proven this by
burning it in full view of the world,
We knew then, &3 we know now, that
tho lovo we bave for our country ls
embodied in our support for the free
doms we enjoy.

Yet. If many self-righteous people

guest
column

But burning, sh or otherwise
mutilating a flag s a harmless form
of protest that Is, and should contin-
ue to be, allowed by the most basle
nl our freedoms — freedom of

peech,
Pmannlly, 1 have no reason to
our flag. that

have thelr way, flag desecration —
23 they wish to call it — will be el-
ther in viotntion of federa) law or the
U.S. Constitutlon, Are these people
Insane or are they just stupld? May-
be bath. I can't decide which.

How can a country that supports
human rights also support condem-
nation of a perzon who wishes to
burn the “symbol” of our eountry in
protest? This just doesn’t make
sense. As a political democracy, this
country has always supported the
neceasity for our cltizens to criticlze
governmentsl action without fear of

prisal,
If it takes desecration of the flag
as a national symbol to get the pub-

. lic'a atteation to our individual ide-

as, then 80 be it. We are already
prohibited from inciting riots or car-
rylog out other dangerous actions.

doesn’t mean that I wouldn't have o
reason in the future, But to prohlbit
such an action Is a ludicrous step
that mnny people are willing to do

because they are n!rn!d of being

Well, I'm not afrald. We must be
wllung to support uvpopalar posl-
tions in favor of our baslc freedoms.
Take public protests by the Ku Klux
Klas and neo-Nazls, for example, As
much as I deplore these groups, I

have to recognize their right to ex-

press thelr views. The flag-buraing
Issue 13 no dlfferent.

This country has too many prob-
lems for us to waste time trying to
erode our ability to express politicat
Ideas, Qur leaders should do some-
tking worthwhile for a change rather
than be afrald of taking a correct —
yet unpopular — position.
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A healthy environment: more
pivotal than short-term profit

‘LIKE MANY of you, I frequently
get a lttle more than frritated at
how the real war to save our civlll-
zation is moving slong. And this
hasa't exactly been a banner year
{’o; the good carth, the only home we

No, I'm not talking about the pho-
ny war against communism, I'm
talking about the struggle to save
the environment. The baltle does get
to be o personal matter after a
whille.

Recently I ate what I believed to
be a healthy meal of fish, Last week
1 opened the paper to read the type
of fish I has consumed, trout, will
very.well increase my chances of
contractlng some sort of death-
threatening cancer.

Every time I go by the apples in
the frult market, I cringe to think
about all those shiny red orbs that at
one time contained Alar, which also
hefghtens the risk of cancer,

And anyone who cares at all about
the environment (s shocked that four
times In less than a year, major oil
spills have polluted our waters,
illed countless numbers of wildlife,
polsoned the food chain and rulfied,
for decades to come, some pristine
wildiife areas.

‘ON AN even more personal note,
1, along with tens of thousands of my
comrade Vietnam veterans, wonder

Teacher pay: no easy decision

Q: 1 think lelLIurl are overpald.
Am I right?

A: Some teachers should receive
double thelr salary, some teachers
should reccive what they presently
are recelving, and there are a few
who should have to buy a ticket to
get In the front door,

The same can be sald for a few
doctors, lawyers, college professors,
Journalists, clergy and other profes-
slonals I have dealt with in my life-
time,

Indeced, there was one doctor more
interested in his tennis game then
marking down on my record that I
was allergie to peniciliin, which 2l-
ITI(:: wiped me out at one time in my

. .
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D-Taylor, whose district lncluded
Canton ‘Townshlp, Garden City,}
Westland and part of Livonia, took a !
survey of his constituents. Tbc reey
sults were hopeful. H
For the first time In the 25 ycah'
he has been reading the pulse of !ho'
voters, Ford found that enviroomen-;
tal concerns outwelghed our para.;

when the time bomb will explode
and release the ravages that Agent
Orange will visit upon our bodies
and those of our offspring.

And closer to home for all of us in
the metropolitan arca, we watch as
waste management becomes unman-
ageable.

‘Our garbage plles up, polluting the
water we drink the vegetables
we grow in the family garden, In our
attempts to get rid of the endless
tons of garbage, we have resorted to
building furnaces that spew the
waste into ‘the alr and recycle
through our hungs,

The Ilst of the assault goes o nnd
on. I'm sure ynu ve got many
ples.

BUT MAYBE hope does exist.
Maybe the people of America really
are getting slck of this mlndlm de-
struction.

Recently US. Rep. William Ford,

HOWEVER, MOST of the doctors
‘I have dealt with are truly profes-
sional people. The same {s true of
most teachers with whom 1 have
been assoclated.

Parents need to realize the ad-
vanced tralning that teachers obtain
beyond’ the four years of college,
working toward master’s and educa-

Barnaby noidbased dofense spending, the’
- gnlligcl vzur. d and the (edcml.
» .

“I was cspeclally impressed with
the strengih of this response because.
the questlon assumed that tackling!
thls problem might require an in-’
crease in the federal budget deficl
Ford said. H

Ford's constltuents threw hcavy
stpport toward recycling programs.
that would: increase the proportlon,
of garbage that is recycled to 25 per-;
cent, encourage development of-
markets for degradable plastics, and;
provide money, to promote waste re-!
duction techniques by industry. .

His district very much reflects the,
attitudes of .mlddie America. Per-;
haps the rest of the country will lal-r
low sult and force American busi-
ness to turp its back on short-term;
profits so we all may beneflt from a)
healthier environmental bottom lLue.;

Steve Barnaby is the manap{na-
editor of the 12 Obscrver & Eccen-
tic Newspapers.
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tlonal speciallst'’s degrees. Man,

teachers work -long evening' boury

sponsoring ¢lubs, grading

or term papers and preparing lesson

plans oo a daily basts, .l
Furthermore, when one compares

the salaries of other professionals, §

. do not belleve that, in most cnses;

teaching salaries are out of line.  ?

Dr, James Doyle is an assistant
superintendent in the Troy Si
District. The answers i
here arc the opinions of Doyld
and not the Troy School District,
Questions for this column A
be sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Ob
server & Eccentric Newspaycrs.
30251 Schoolcraft,  Livonia 48] .
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