The new president of the nation's
largest teacher’s unlon can boast
sirong tles to suburban Detroif
schools,

Kcllh B. C:;lgcr. 47. w;u elecled

MNew leader
of NEA has
ties to area .

atlon, from 1970 to 1974, In that role,
be led the unlon through tho dls-
triet’s flrst, and, to date, only tuch-
er'a strike,

Natlonal Educallon Assocln(lon dur
Ing balloting Menday at the organi-
zation's national convention In Wash-
ington D.C.

A former Livonia resident, Geiger
taught high schocl mathematics and
science In the Livonla Public Schools
during the 1260s and carly 1870s.

“1 always valued my teaching ex-
perience here,” Gelger sald, “The
schools in Mlchigan in general, and
Livenia In particular, are good
schools because people In Michigan
value educatlon.”

Though he won't directly deal with
| | Michigan's controversy aver per-stu-
dent spending  dlfferences among
rich and poor districts, Geiger-said
fong-term NEA policy might help.

“Our priority is to return funding
for federal educatlon proj to
pmMgan era levels” he sald,

“While that only affects spcclnl pro-
grams, it should still help.” ~

Promoting collectlve bargaining

states and contlnuing the NEA's
“Jearning laboratory” program ~— in
which one school dlstrict in cach
state could be given free relgn to d&
velop

Gclger served as pnsldcnz of tbe
Education A
19‘“ and 1975 and from 1977 to

Hc hos been the NEA's sole vlcc
president since 1983.

Gelger will begln his two-year
term as the organlzation’s president
Sept. 1. He Is cliglble for re-clection
to successive termain 1991 and 1993.

His election came during the an-
nual NEA cenvention in Washington
D.C., where 8,500 delegates ropre-
sented rank-and-file unlon members.
The NEA calls itself the largest pro-
fessional assoclation ond labor unlon
in the natlon.

ELECTION AS NEA president
highlighted Geiger's 25-year educa-
tion and union career, In addition to
his responsibilities as vice president,
Gelger bas worked in numerous pro-
fessional, political and negotiating
capacities. He recently served as one
of 50 outslde observers who monl-
ered a recent pleblscite election in

among teachers in right-to-work Chile.

Friends and former colleagues, in-
terviewed at the time of Gelger's Oc-
tober 1988 visit to Livonla, remem-

bered him as a good teacher with
stronj =kills, as well

grams — are among the arganhn~
tlon’s other goals.

‘While in Livonla, Gelger served as
president of the district teacher's
unlon, the Livonla Education Assocl-

ng
as an effective, charismatic unlon
leader.
“I honestly don't fec] he's changed;
he's still the dynamic person I re-
member,” satd Tom Lang, a Livenla

Keith Gelger

teacher whose lrlcudshlp with
Gelger began in 181
GEIGER WAS n member of the
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© 1977 ~ Beal v. Doe, Maher v.
Roe and Poelker v. Doe, all -3, up-
held the right of states to refuse to

epend publie money for abortions’

that aro of an electiva or nop-thera-
peutic natore.

e 1979~ Colaum v. Franklin,
6-3, struck down a Pennsylvanta re-
quln:xnu:t “that a phyzician lry lo
save the life of a fetus
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to walt 24 bours between consenting'

to and recelving an abortion. .

Planned Parcnthood of Kansas,
City, Mo. v. Asheroft, 63, struck’
down a requirement that all abor-
tlons after the flrst trimester be per-
formed n a hospital. The court also

bcld. 5-4, provisions of o Mlmuri

doctor had reason to believe that lhx:
fetus might be able to survive out-
sida the mother’s body.

Bellotti v. Baird, &1, held that
consent burdes's

NEA’s 1976 Pr
and Endorsement Committee and
has been a delegate to two Demo-
cratic Natlonal Conventlons.

In addition to his unlon dutles,
Gelger Is an

an individual's right to an abortfon.
The court found the Massachusetts
law unconstitutional and roled that,
without prior parestal consultation,
a minor must have access (o a confl~

member of the Natlonal Councll for
the Accreditatlon of Teacher Educa-
tion, a labor committee member of
the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal
Hollday Commisslon and a dlrector

of KIDSNET, a computerized clear-
inghouse for children's television
and radio,

In 1988, he served as a judge for
the USA Teoday's All-Academlc
Team, as well as the Natlonal
League of Cltles Innovations Awards
Competition.

Bomn in Pigeon, In Michigan's
thumb area, Gelger attended high
school there and earned a bachelor's
from Asbury College, Wilmore, Ky.,
ond a master’s from Peabody Col-
1cze, Nashville, Tenn. He has extend-
cd hls post-graduate studles at the
Universlty of Michigan,

Gelger, wife Janet, and two sons
live In Falrfax, Va.,, 2 Washington,

D.C. suburbh,
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dential before a judge to
argue that an abortion s in her best
interests,

¢ 1330 — Horris v. McRae, 54,
held that it Is for the

* was not, because Missouri's require-

narn to obtain parental or jndldnl
content for an abortion. This re-

ment spelled out a judicinl-consent

alternative for a ‘minor who eould

not or would not obtain parental wp-
zent.

Simopoulos v, Virginia, 8-1, up-
keld a state !aw requiripg that sec-
ond-trimester . per-
lormcd ina hmplmL the court dis-

ished this %
from those struck down

federal government to permit Meds-
cald funding only for abortions nec-
essary to save the woman's life,
Since 1977, Congress has denled fed-
eral Medlcald funding for abortions
under the Hyde amendment, named
for original sponsor Rep. Heary J.
Hyde, R-IUI,

® 1583 — City of Akron v, Ak-

ron Center for Reproductive

Health, -3, struck down a city ordi-
nance requiring that all abortions af-
ter the first trimester be performed
in full service bospital and an “in-

In the Akron and Kanaas City cases
because the Virginlz law defioed U-
ecnsod cutpatient surgies] clintes py
hospitals,

© 1986 — Thornburgh v. Amer-
ican College of Obstetrticians and
Gynecologists, 54, struck down &
state requirement that the doctor
use the same degree of care Ln abort-
ing a fetus as he would if delivering
it and that he use the abortlon meth-
od providing the best opportunity for
the fetus to be born alive. The court
ruled Pennsylvanja's informed-con-

it

formed consent”
the phyaician to tell patients that the
fetus Is a human trom the

moment of conception, to describe

‘the fetus’ physical development and

to lst all possible physical and emo-

sen
zaying it was an aticmpt to dissoade
women from an zbortion, and struck
down a reporting requirement on the
ground that It would viotate confl-
dentiallty of medical records.
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