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Danny Glover (leﬂ)and Me! Gibson are back as  Martin Riggs in Warner Broa.’ sequel “Lethal
L.A. police doteclives Roger Murtaugh and Wespon2."

About two-thirds of the way

- through “Lethal Weapoa 2” (B +, R,

115 mlontes) we find out more than

we want-to know about our charm-

ing but obsessed L.A. detective-

" -sergeants Roger . Murtaugh (Danny

Glbver) and Martin Riggs (Mel Glb-
son), -

... T don want to glve away the story

. “so'ssa for ‘youraelf how scrocawriter

Jeffrey Boam (“Inner Space,” “The

- Lost Boys" and “Indiana Jones and

the Last (muadu") goes sappy and

simple- the second install-
seut’ ugh and MgEs G0

Berserk™ lights up your local screen.

.For the most part “Lethal Weapon
2" overcomes the faults of ita story-
lino with fast action, good character-
lzatlony, witty dlalogue and an cffec-
tive sense of camaraderie between
Glbson ‘and Glover, even though
zome of the dialogue and foreign ac-
cents are hard to decipher.

Murtaugh and nggs Iricndship is
counterpalated and heightened by
Leo Getz (Joe Pescl), a funny lttle
guy, whose protection s our guys'
assignment. It seems that Getz has
lagndered a half-blilion dollars of
drug money and some of it didn't
come clean. In fact, It was so dirty
that much of It stuck to Getz's [in-
gers. Now, the mobsters are after
iim and he's going into the Federal
Wiltness Program and passing
through L.A.P.D. in the process.

Pesci projects that ecrulln wond-
;erment n! a kid playing cops and
robbers with real guns while Glover
and Glbson treat him like a bother-

- gome child. It all works very well
* and some of the film's best moments
are the by-play between these three.
That, as well as other character de-
velopment,” primarily Murtavgh's
famlily affairs, lifts this buddy fllm
far above the usunl and prevents the
action from domlpating.

THAT'S NOT to say that this is a
calm, contemplative detective mys-

tery. Far from it as “Lethal Weapon -

II" conquers new territory In actlon-
film violence and dceds of daring.
Helicopters and madman Riggs run-

the movies

Dan

1{ Greenberg
it, but we don’t because we're weak
or chicken, or both,

The next best thing [s to fantasize
along with Glover and Glbson In this
entertaining, well-done, fast action
fltm, ope that should join thls sum-

+ er's box-office smashes at the top

of the charts.’

GRADING THE MOVIES
STILL PLAYING:
“Batman" (C+}{PG-13) 120 minutes
Michael Keaton is a dud in the title
role but Jack Nicholson's Joker Is terrif-

fe.
“Do the Rigkt Thlng“ {B+) (R} 120
minutes ’

Sharp, Incislve and entertalning com-
mentary on today’s urban America.

‘Crizsoe™ (D +)(PG-13) 100 minutes

The actlan I3 s qulct as, well, as a de-
serted 1atand.

“Dead Poets Soclety” (A+) {PG) 124
minutes,

Robin Willlams' sensitive portralt of a
fine teacher is complemented by excel
Ient young actors as bis students.

“Earth Glrls are Easy" (PG).

Gena Davls and Jelf Goldblum ta scl-il
comedy. .

“Fleld of Dreams” (B+) (PG) 111 min-
ules. .

Fanclful baseball story as lowa farmer
bullds dlamond so Shoeless Joe Jackson
can play again.

*Fright Night 11" (C-) (R).

Roddy MnDownll In another vamplre
movle,

“Ghostbusters 11" (C-} {PG) 102 min-
vles.

1t's leas funny the second time.

| “Great Bals of Fire" (C) (PG-13) 105
minutes.

Jerry Lea Lawis it energetic and enter-
tzlning but biography is hokey whitewash
of adecadent life.

‘Lethal Weapon 2’is on target

“Iloney, I Shrunk the Kids" (B2} (PG}
105 minutes
1t's fun but it aln't easy to be small
“Indlana Jooes and the Last Crusade”
(B+}(PG-13) 120 minuies.
- Good entertalnment, but encugh al-
ready.
“Karate Kid 111" (D-) (PG) 105 minutes.
Borlng, cliched sequel
4K+8"{C+)(PG-13) 100 minutes,
James Belushi In weak" comedy about
narcotles dog and detective.
“No Holde Barred"” (*) {PG-13),
Hulk Hogan grunts and groans,
“Pet Rematary” (3-) (R} 108 minutes.
More gore for Stephea King fans,
“Roxd House" {Z} (R} 110 minutes.
Cliched, viotent and unpleasant Patrick
Swayze vehicle with weak acting,
“See No Evll, Hear No Evil” (*}(R).
Richard Pryor and Gene Wilder In
romedy about murder.
“Star Trek V: The Flnal Fronter™ (C+)
(PG) 100 minutes
Starshlp Enterprlse on collislon course
with terrible plot atruciure.

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

e

Film breaks new ground

By John Monaghan
spoclal writor

‘The Omnimax {llms at the Detrolt
Sclence Center have taken us on
space misslons, swooplng rides by
airplane and roller coaster, and Into
the mouth of an cruptlng velcano.
“Beavers” — the Space Theatre's
summer offering — breaks new
ground by telllng a slrnp!c but fasel-
nating story.

Tho Omnifax concept zsks you to

relax In comfortable reclining seats: .

and view films n {He Snana Theatre
planctarjum. Instead of constelln-
tions, a high-resolution fiim image
lluminates the domed celling.
Breathtaking wlilderncss opens the
{llm -~ great trees and sparkling
blue water untouched by man, Then
we close in on a palr of beavers, bus-

° iy nibbling on tender green leaves to

an amplified celery-chompleg sound,
1t might not be Orson Welles, but it
certalnly held a Saturday afternoon
audience ceptivated.

As they quickly depleto the supply

of uuty Ieaves near the river, the
beavers damn (ke water higher and
higher until it reaches deeper Into
the woods. By fllm’s end, a swooplng
crane shot is rcqulrcd to fully cap~
ture the massive dam.

The {llmmakers ralsed the beaver
couple in captivity belore setting
them loose to live, love, work and
dodge predators In the Canadlan
Rocky Mountalns, It took 204 days of
contlnuous {llm to collect footage for

*dthe :l-mlnula film.

-They go to amaxing lengths to ac-
c“mntv dm-lct the beavers' e, A
camera is actually built into the bea-
ver lodge. An especially harrowlog
moment shows a bear nipplng at a
beaver’s heels and chasing hlm into

tor, “by the Um:
umuy:, the beavers will be long
gome.”

SPARING US the laborious pro-
cess of gnawlng through the base of
trees, the film olfers several
‘timber!” shots, one which shows a

SCREEN SCENE

Ieafy tree almost crush a haplesy
beaver. In winter, the beavers atrug.
gl¢ abave and below the thickening
ice, Eventually they have bables who
continue the tradltion that their par.
ents have begun.

The focus cccaslonally turns to the
other animals — snakes, frogs, rab-
blts, owls — that share the mountain
nelghborhood.

Directer Stephen Low was also re-
gponsible for “Skyward,” a story of
mechanlcal and natural flight and
one of the most popular Omnlfax -
Hims.

“T thlnk wiidlife is probably one of
the best uses of the Imax camera,”
Low says. “IL lets you be with living
things In places you've never been
before -= §t's not to see what It'a lke
to be on a roller coaster which we've
been on before anyway.”

A slmple zaga of nature's hardest
working animal, “Beavers” displays
the narrative power of the Omntmax
flim process. As the poster outslde
the theater boasts, {t may be “the
best damn movle you've ever seen.”

N m.le'ﬂ!EATm!,

" trolt Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward,

Detrolt. Call. 632-2730 for informatlon.
@)

“Eraserhead” (USA — 1979}, 1 P,
July 11-16. Director David Lynch d
scribes it as "a dream of dark 2od lmu-
bllng images,” the story of a man's de-
scent Into 8 surreal world based on fear
of sexuality and death. You may have
your own interpretation after witnessing
thls poputar and disturbing cult fllm.

EYEMEDIAE, 214 N. Fourth Ave,
Ann Arber, 622-2470. ($3-35 depending on
the event).

“9mm Film and Video Festlval," July
10-23 (call for apecitic showtlmes} After
a bricf hintus st year, the much-herald-
ed event relurns. The 8 mm work of
Rainer Fmblndcr and Kenncth Anger
along W dependent clnema (rom
Au.m-nll: nnd Italy highlight thls week’s
flims. A spectal "Drive-In" movie pro-
gtam screcns July 10 at Midnight at El-
bel Fleld. Fllms in competition contlnue
the following week,

FOX THEATRE, 211 Woodward, De-
u-olL Catll 367-7000 for lnlomnuun. ($10)
“Lawrence of Arabla® (Brilain —
1962), through July 16, David Lean's new-
ly restored eplg, starring Peter O*Toole
83 legendary Britlsh soldier T.E. Law-

rence.

HIENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
RARY, 16301 Mickizan, Deaibon Call
N!‘H!O for information. (Free)

“Buster Keaton Night.” 7 p.m. July 10,
Featurlng “The Great Stone Face” In
several un!arg:luble shorts, Including
his best, “Cops,” from 1922,

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 26418 Sev-
en Mlle, Livonla. Call 476-1186 for infor-
matlon. (Free)

*“The Unsinkable Molly Brown" (USA
= 1984). 10 a.m, July 11. A backwoods

VIDEO VIEWING

By Dan Greonborg -
spaclal writor

jumbled and confusing than artistle
the fllm grabs

“Blrd” (B, R, 161 mingtes) Is a
film you'll llke: more than .you
should. But despite its flaws — and
there ‘are plenty. — ft grabs firm
hald of your emotions-and nostalgla
« » .and it doesn't let go, .

It's not just the sweet sounds of
“Charlle Parker (Forest Whitaker) —
although the sound track is cxcel:
lent, utllizing original 89 b

you and helds on. Altheugh Director
Eastwood might have conceived this
plot structure as a dramatic riff to
counterpoint the musle, it doesn't
play weil.

Clearly the sound track fs a major
reason “Blrd” is so effective, It fea-
tures Parker solos electronically ex-
tracted from orlginal recordings and
then combined wlu: newly recorded

y
“the Bird and other jazz greats or hls

cra. Not only Is the musle good,
there's lots of It. Well, why not just
buy the soundtrack?

Because the {lim’s peeuliar, haunt-
Ing quality evolves from the ways in
which award-winning dlrecter Clint
Eastwood blended those sounds with
the imeges and, as well, from the
performances he drew from his prin-
cipals,

“Blrd” is the Charlle Parker story,
a sad one Indeed, & tale reflecting
the burdens of black America in this
century ~ poverty and rejectlon es-
caplng fnto drugs, aleohol and, on the

That was Parker’s story, but one
of the fllm's major flaws !s that the
genesls of Parker’s problems ave
largely ignored with only an occa-
sional professional fallure thrown in,

for good measure,
But It's hard to accept that terri-
ble pain which drove him o deeply
Into drugs and alcohol merely on the
impresaionistlc
of black poverty- in rural

America with which the film “opens,
Nelther is there any real develop-
ment of hla personal, artlstic tension,

is any realistle

depletlon of Parker’s marriage to o
white woman. While the tenslon of
their pemnal relatlonship is well-

It's hard to believe that
such a mlndnnshlp occasloned no

038 days — Amcrlcn

who
played with the Elrd — plonist Ray
Brown, alto saxman Charles
McPherson, bass players Ron Carter
and Chuck Domanico, plus trum.

peters Jon Faddis and Red Rodney.
Rodney (Mlichae] Zelntker) Is fea-
tured in some of the Milm's bu

by excellent human lnur.lcllon be-
tween men of dlfferent races, bond-
od together by thelr music and by
thotr pain. To the flim's discredit
that bond s not sufficlently empha-
slzed or explained as a function of
raclally dlvided America.

The {llm’s Oscar lost year was for
best achlevement fn sound, clearly
well-deserved. Whitaker — Robin
Willlam's sidekick in “Good Morning
Victnam” and featured in “Platoon”
and “The Color of Money" - de-
serves much credit for a complex
rendering of Joy Intermingled with
pain.

WHITAKER'S performance won
best actor at Cannes, while Diane
Venora's characterization of Mrs,
Parker (Chan) won the New York
Film Critics’ best aupporting ac-
tress. Finally, (Eastwood received
the Golden Globe Award as best di-

rector.

Although he dldn’t win any tro.
phies, Samuel E. Wright nicely char-
acterizes Dimy Glllesple, who fig-
ured promlinently In Charlfe Par.
ker's Jifo and musie. These warm,
ovocative performances are {mport-

in a filmic structuro that is more

ning down L.A. frecways add consid-
ﬁml&:yp:‘un\nchg mmn car chases ob- Gradlng the movles
ga such films.
. mn;h “lolence 1 “‘”‘“""h' al- A+ | Top marks-surato please bright side, music.
UH hat scems
aankbrﬁ I!t:r ;_h:‘m;e‘ ons's ug:e: A | Closo behind - exceliant
cadene ns abou
the samne time mr,u:: cégf goes baa’, A« | StiflIn unning for top honors
but by then we're hooked and have. A
walt around to sea the bad guys get B+ | Pretty gocd s1uft, nol perfect
thelrs. - |B_|eccd
The bad guys, by the wny. are an
iutcn-:ung1 pgllusl ;Lmiehm;‘ntl in |B~ jGoodbut notable
that thelr leader is a Sou rican bosis of brief;
diplomat trading in druxx. gold and |C+ |Justaculabova eversgo - e o i
mayhem courtesy of his-counselor c = -
cemployees, a bunch of u;ly baavies, :
Nyo mmcb tor Mumn{: and Riggs, |C- |Notsa hotand slipplag fast
of course.
play the ant!-apartheld theme quita 1D+ | Tho vory bast of tho poor stuit ALSO i
well desplte It's uncxpected appear- 5 |P -
nnm: l“"“%‘{;fé?, {ilm. 4510 tongh oor .
Glover an 1 are two ton, .
vloteat vigilantes, but thoy're pleas- D-_|Mt doesn't got much worso
antly and ntu&gﬂvdy‘;nl%:uu:sdly F {Truly awfu
. We can asoclate wi t and we In thoss
.mppreclate Lxelr nggrush?’ u;::tlll? Z _|Reserved for the bad ¥ in the'40s and 503,
At some time or other we'd al ] g Despite these
Lo haul off and let the bad guys have [ No advanced serosning 1

ant In g loterest In (his
rathee Tong fltm. .

[4

X

e

gl becomes the richest woman o Den-
ver In this tuneful adaptation of the hit
Broadway muslcal Continuing the mall's
month-long iribute to Debble Reynolds.
MIC‘IHGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. Lib-
7, Ann Arbor, For [nformation, call
MD~8W1 ($4 regular and $3.25 students
and senlor citizens)
“A Fish Called Wanda" (USA-1928). ¢
pm. July 10. Kevin Kline, John Cleese,
Jnmla l.cc Oml.l and Micbael Palle

romantic comedy, dli-

team nsane
N nclcd lu lhe style of the darkest of "50s

comedles,
"thy Glltesple: a Night In Havana"
{USA — 1989) features the great Jazx
ptur captured lva In Cuba. 1t
Ihxml[h July 12 (Call for show
Umes.)

“New York, New York” (USA-1977) 7
pm. July 11; 9 pan. July 12. A'popular
er {Llza Minnelll} must decide be-
tween love of career or an abuslve bus-
band (Robert DeNlro). Martin Scorses's
ooblo fallure — a colorful tributa tc Hol-
Iywood fllms of the '40s injected fuil of
the director’s trademark allenation and
violence,

s S i1
po July 13. Everyono bas an ul
motlve ig thls melodrama, about
; Woman's Innddlly l.hnt leads to mur-

“Under the Sun of Satan ” (Frances
me} .lu!y u-m (call for showtimes).
ey as Father Donlsson,
the lcll-doub!ln( priest lost 1o the mod-
& chiutdis The wliner of tho 3557 award
for Best Film at Canoes, but rarely seen
In this country,

"Koya atsl” (USA - 1983). 8,45 p.m.
July 18, An eyepoppplng blend of images
and ideas backed by the music of Pmlllp
Glass. Based on the Hopl Indlan word for
“Ufe out of balance”

RD nm‘ms. 17360 Labser,
Detrolt, $37-2560. (32}
“Lost Horlzon" (USA +1937). 8 p.m. July

» Dopresslon
« Job dissatlsfaction
» Famlly conflict

» Mental retardation

« Learning disabllitles

1415, The uncut version of Frank
Capra's classic about & group of travelers
who accidently find themselves taa TV
belen paradise. An all-star cast Iacludes
Ronald Colman, Janc Wyatt and Thoraas
Mitchelk.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, Detrolt,
For loformation, call 963-8490. (§2 mad.
nee, students and senjor cltlzens, $3.25

regular)

“Voices of Saraflnat” (USA-1988), July
1218 (call for showtimes), A documenta-
1y which intersperses rousing excerpls
from the Lincoln Center's production of
“S-'u’lllrul"' and Interviews with |ts young
cast. With South African superstar nun
am Makel

TOP OF THE PARK, top of the Power
Center parking siructure, 121 Fletcher,
Ann Arbor. Fllm beglns al 9:30 pm.

(Free) -
“Glgl” (USA-1958). July 10, In thls O
:ar---mi winning musical, a turn-ol.
French country glrl (Leslic!

Caron) uku Paris by storm.

"Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” (USA «
1953). July 11. Mazilyn Monroe and Janea
Russell are husband-bungry aboard
mhecd abip In this fabulous "50s musicall
ol

medy.
“Jaflhouse Rock" (USA-1888). July 13;
Elvis at hls surllest, as & jalibled torped!
rock star. Dy far the best of the Pm!cr,
vehicles,

“Hairspray"” (USA - 1988). July l(.,,
John Waters' Kitsehy tridute to a Halu.

dance show In the u.rly m,. '

“ llh Divine a3 the concern mother. -

“Sensations” (USA-1945). Jn!y 13, A‘
campy musical of strung Logether sklts,
featuring W, C Fleldsin hh llml fllm llh.
pearance.

“Batman" (USA-1968). July 16. Tbt‘
feature-length movie based on the it TV,

show concludes the Top of the Park lllni' )
— John Monaghan *

Peychqlhorupy for Indivldualu. familios, groups & couples

* Sexual problems
« Losses

* Anxlety

Dovelopmentally/Accidentally disabled

+ Cerebral Palsy
« Epltepsy

Dynamic

Development Center

557-3220 k

Inittal Visit Fro0« Foos Based On Abllity Yo Pay« Most iasuranca Plans Accepled,
17250 W. 12 Mile #1 E « Southfield

Urilimited Golf i
Two Challenging 18 Hole courses,

4 Educate Your Ganie
) At Ouy Adit Vatation caIfSchooI

Ourstaff of profossionalsteach  PACKAGE PRICE: 3 Day School S!BS
you tha fundamentats aswellas ._UULY-AUGUST) lincludod 2ra 8|
thefiner points, Inail phasesof “meals, lessons, matel,

thegame, practice balls andciubstorage) [
For mora Information contact: 3 ' -
tmit cd s:am Goll mdemv %5 i
ey ml.u":I; £
ASALY

12199355030

z ]
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