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Pere Ubu opens door to avant-garage

By Larry O'Connor
stalf wrller

Sellout?! You might as well be
wavjng a red hankie In front of a rhi-
no with [ndigestion.

“How dare they say something
like that?!,” said Dave Thomus, vo-
callist and creative guy behind Pere
Ubu. “Thls ts Pere Ubu they're talk-
ing about, nat chopped liver.”

Yeh, how dare they? A few unen-
lightened zouls have mentioned that
“Cloudland," the latest albun (rom
the Cleveland avant-garage outfit, ls
semething of a compromlsing dlp in
{ake commercial. May they all be
lashed 50 times with a broken guitar
string.

_Thomas, though, acts like he's nev.
er heard any whispers about “Cloud-
land" commerclality, Hls tone in a
telephone conversatlon from Cardiff,
Wales, turns to a mock rage. But,
rest assured, he's quite aware of it.

:Sure, Pere Ubu has created its
most accessible album to date. Sure,
the group enlisted the help of Ste-
phen Hague (who produced Pet Shap
Boys, New Order and Erasurc).

But in comparison to last ycar's
“Tenement Years” LP, labeling

REVIEWS

*Cloudiand” something of a scltout Is
comparable to saying Salvador
Dali's “Persistent Memory” was
commerelal art.

One can hang hls hat on the hooks,
rest his head comfortably on the
meledies. Pere Ubu has made the de-
finitive pop album of the year, but
one that only they could make.

“*TENEMENT YEARS' is a very
complex record, very layered”
‘Thomas said. “We slmply coutdn’t do
another album llke that. We set out
to do somcthing totally opposite of
that. Something that would be very
disciplined, very emotlonal,

“‘Tenement Years' was the storm
in the night with trees crashing to
he ground and etcetera. . . . This al-
bum Is the day after the storm.”

The cloud swell for the latest Pere
Ubu rafnfall started up again two
years ago. The band came out of
Cleveland [n the 1ate 1970s, releasing
five albums. Thelr wark was cher-
ished by crities, especially in light of
the corporate rock glut that gripped
the music at the time.

But the ereatlve forces that bound
Pere Ubu became too blg even for
them to control. Band

starting to run short. Pere Ubu broke
up. .

Thomas worked with an improv

. group and did solo projects during

the non-Ubu years. The creative guy

behind Pere Ubu originally had aspi-
ratlons of a

{our songs, “Breath,” “A Bus Called
Happiness,” “Race the Sun and
“Waiting for Mary.”

“(Hague) is always been a blg fan
of ours,” Thomas said. “He told the
record people, ‘Boy, I'd like to pro-
duce by them. We said,

o
worked at a Cleveland area enter-
tainment magazine, The Scene, for
awhille. :

Slnce Thomas wrote about musle,
he figured it would be Interesting to
give it a try. Thus Pere Ubu was
formed as a studlo group, featuring
Allen Ravenstine, Tom Herman, Pe-
ter Laughner, Tim Wright, Scot
Krauss and Thomas.

PERE UBU was part of a small
underground musle scene In Cleve-

land, which might seem to be the un- ~

Mkely birthplace of ene of the most
innovative bands in this country.
Perhaps some toxic debris from the
Cuyahoga River has something to do
with 8. )

‘The band bas never been'predicta-
ble. That makes the pop flavor
“‘Cloudland” even more unusual, Es-
peclally taking on producer Sicphen
Hague, known more for jlngle sin-

started to haggle and ideas were

gles than
Hague provided the {lnal buffs on

‘Sure.

"He was very nervous. He didat
want to mess up our sound too much,
It worked out well. It was a prefty
good relationship. We plan to use
him on the next album as well.”

Next album? Apparently, the band
will do demos for album No. 8 in the
second Pere Ubu serles after their
current tour, Thomas docsn’t exactly
draw a map where Pere Ubu is head-
ed on the next dlsc.

*1 think ‘Cloudland" suggesied that
there might be some more done in

* that area,” he sald. “We found it ex-

clting to work In a disciplined set-
ting.

“A record has to be done at that
time. . . You do what you do at the
time."

Pere Ubu, will perform at 10
p.am. Saturday, July 15, at Saint
Andrew's Hall, 43! E. Congress,
Detroit, For information, call 961~
MELT.

IN CONCERT .

© 10,000 MANIACS

10,000 Maniacs will perform at 8 p.m.
Monday, July 10, at the Meadow Brook
Music Festival In Rochester Hills. Tick-
i3 are §12.50 for pavilion and $13.50 for
lawn. For tnformation, call 77-2010,

0 JUICE

Jujce wlll peeform Monday, July 10, at
the Blind Pig, 208 S, First St., Ann Arbor.
For Information, catl 996-8555.

© KARI NEWHOUSBE

Kari Newhouse will perform on Tucs-
day, July 11, at the Blind Plg, 208 5, First
St., Ann Arbor, For information, call 956-
8555. . S

© LOVE TRACTOR

Love Tractor will perform on Wednes-
day, July 12, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor. For informatlion, call 996-
8555,

® DIFFERENCE

The Diffcrence wlll perform on Thurs-
day, July 13, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor. For Information, call 996
8555,

© GOOBER& THEPEAS |

Goober & The Peas will perform on
Thursday. July 13, at Paycheck’s Lounge,
Caniff Avenue, east of Jos, Campau,
Hamiramck.

@ STATIC ALPHABET

Statle Alpbabet will pesform on Thurs-
day, July 13, at "Rock'n’Bow|” at Garden
Bowl, 4120 Woodward Ave., Detrolt. Cov-
er [s $4. Doors open 9 p.m. For Informa-
tion, call 833-9850.

© STAYKER

Stryker will perform en Friday, July
14, on the Boblo Moonllght Cruise. The
cruise leaves at 11 p.m. from the Boblo
Detrolt dock, at the foot of Clark Avenue,

Townes Van Zandt
performs Saturday K
at the Midiawn Cafa
in Blrmingham,

COLLEGE

Tickets are §10.95 a person ($9.93 for
groups of 10 or more with advance reser-
vatlons), For Informatlon, call 843-0700.

© HOLDEN CAULFIELD

Holden Caulficld will perform Friday
and Saturday, July 14-15, at Skylights, 49
N. Saglnaw, Pontlac. For informatlon,
call 334-9292.

© REPLAY

fleplay will perform on Friday and
Saturday, July 14-15, at Jameson's, 1812
N. Main, Royal Ozk. For Information,
call 547-6470.

® |ODINE RAINCOATS

Todine Raincoats will perform on Frl-
day, July 14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First
St., Aon Arbor. For informaton, call 996+

© TRACY LEE

Tracy Lee and the Leonards will per-
form en Saturday, July 15, ca tée Boblo
Moonlight Cruise. The cruise leaves at 11
p-m. from the Boblo Detroit dock, at the
foot of Clark Avenue. Tickets are $10.95
(89.95 {ur groups of 10 or more with ad-
vance reservallons). Fer information,
€311 643-0700.

® SLUESBUSTERS

‘The Blucsbusters will perform oo Sat-
urday. July 15, at the Bilnd Pig, 208 §.
First St. Ann Arbor. For information.
€a1) 9953555,

® PERE UBY :

Pere Ubt will perform on Saturday.
July 15, at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First St.,
:'ISHS Arbor. For Information, call 996-

555,

© VANZANDY

Townes Van Zandt will peeform at 8:30
pm. Saturday, July 15, at*the Midtown
Cafe in Birmingham. Tickets are $10 For
tnfermation, call 540-9031, E

s

LOCAL

’ Here are the lop-10 songs recelving
alrplay on WOUX-AM, campus statlon of
Oakland Unlversity.

1."Pet Semetary,” Ramooes.
2."See A Little Light,” Bob Moald.

3. “Just Like Heaven,” Dincsanr Janlor,
4. “Bilnd Hearts,” XYMOX.

5. “Here Comes Your Mag,” Plxles.

6. “Too Far Away,” Screamiag Trees,
7. “From Out of Nowhere,” Falth No
More. M
3."So Allve,” Love and Rockets.

. “Chalns,"” Sonl Asylam.

10. "Me, Mysell and 1" DeLaSoul.

Hero are the top 10 singles recelving
sirplay on “Detrolt Music Scene,” which
{s beard 4.5 p.m. Sundays (repeated 8:30-

$:30 prm. Tuesdays) on WDTR-FN 908, * 2

1. "Muscies and Diamonds” Dancing

Smoottles.

2. “Psychodrama.” Fanhouse. . "
3."A lot Like Me." Missionary Scew.

4. "State of Mind,” Wozld State,

S. “No Room (o Swing the Cat,” Rubber.

6. “Loud, Hard and Fast,” Toe Gear.

7. “Taking Control,” Standing Pavement.
* 8. “Sour Cream,"” Semltive Big Guys.

9. “Ny Time,” Cuppa Joe.

10."I'm Dificrent Now,” The Generals.

MUSEUM
— Mary My Hope

Mary My Hope is from Atlanta
This 15 thelr first record on Silver-
tone/RCA records. The oldest mem-
ber of the band iz 23. Mary My Hope
members claim they deal with pri-

* mal, nihllistic extremism,

-Mary My Hope members have no
s¢nse of humor.

They travelcd to Wales to record
thls album with English producer
Hugh Jones, who has previously
worked with Echo and the Bunny-
men, That Petrol Emotion and the
Damned, appareatly “to get the
cight atmosphere.”

+From listening to it, 1 would have

imegined that hanging around
morgues or funeral parlors might
have worked Just a3 well, Song titles
Itke “I'm Not Singing,” “Grind,"
“Sulelde Kings," “Communion” and
“Death of Mc" mezns they're not
gbing to do the sound track to the
next Roger Rabbit movie. .

~L$'rlu Itke “I have no falth that
keeps meo [rom tasting the joys of the
world." Mellow out, Clinton!

fnu lpnwllni gultar” crunches,
- .

r

19703 lead breaks and “aerious” mi-

sic fill this package. O, wait, they
must be sensltive too. . . they usea
cello on ane track.

Remember that classification of
muslc that was to refer to
bands like Free, Yes and Zeppelln.
‘That classification that we had
hoped punk would kill, That classifi-
callon called . .. {cover the chil-
dren's cars and braco yourself} . , .
“progressive rock.” Well guess
what? Just like Jason and Rambo
movies, It still lves.

Who- needs another. third- or
fourth-rate Zeppelin rip-off band?
These guys even make Guns N°
Roses saund tolerable.

Now for that, no band should be
shown mercy.

— Cormac Wright
T+

GHEENPEACE
— various artists

Do we have stars here or what?

Carllsle, yer Sting, yer Lou Reed.
And iU's all for a good cause (tke
there hasn't been a lack of those
1ntely?): Greenpeace.

Greenpeace is an international en-
vironmental group actlvely {ighting
such things as whaling. the kllling of
baby scals and the dumplng of toxic

waste.

Anyhow, thls double LP is do-
slgned to bring awarcness to
Greenpeace and the causes the group
Is Involved in. Included is 2 card
where people can send for informa-
tlon on the organization, Alsg, royal-
ties and money ralsed from album
sales will be donated to Greenpeace,

Featured are no less than 37 songs
by the likes of Terence Trent
D'Arby, World Party, Bryan Ferry,

mics, The Pretenders, Grate-

ful Dead, INXS, Thompson Twins,

Huey Lewis and The News, Talking

: Heads, Simple Minds, Waterboys,

R.EM.,, John Farnham, Aswad, Bry-

an Adams, Basla, Peter Gabrlel,

Bruce Hornsby and the Range, Mar-

tin Stephenson and The Daintees,

Sade, John Cougar Mcllencamp and
Dire Stralts, *

Most of the numbers are previous
hits, Some songs on the album have a

C'mon, you got yer U2, yer Bellnda |

g theme of the

Tilles such “Heaven Is a Place on
Earth” by Belinda Carlisle, “Small
World" by Huey Lewis and The
News and “Love s the Scventh
Wave"” by Sting deflnitely fit the
spirit of the project.

In the-case of Peter Gabriels
“Red Rain” and Lou Reed's “Last
Great American Whale,” R also
marks some of those artists’ most
riveting work, U2 ("Pride”) and Slm-

la Minds (“Watariront”} contribute
ive cuts on the project.

Yet among the all-stars of U3,
Sting, Gabriel, etc. are some groups
hard to {lnd oo Top-40.radle. The
Waterboyn' splrited “Whole of tho
Moon™ s a flne Introduction of a
group and deflnltely a tiighlight, asis +
Aswad's “Sel Them Free

Listen to Lhe album and [Hl out the
informatlon card.

.= Larry O'Connor

v

CLOUDLAND
— Pere Ubu

Pere Ubu has always been one of
the groups that if you listen to one of
their cassettes in the car, you're
want to pull over and check for
weird poises that you think are com-
ing from under the hood.

“Cloudland” (PelyGram), the lat-
est from Clevelznd's avant-garnge
outfit, is certainly no difierent In
that regard. Yes, Pere Ubu has made
a pop album. For once, though, pop
1s not a dirty word here,

© " With the stylings of Pere Ubuy,

there is hope for pop music, This is
perhapa their most aceessible album
to date. But it st} boxes you around
the ears and challeages yoa.

The group’s last album “Tenement
Years” (Engima) wes a fine prelude
for this LP because 1t Is totally In the

pull it together, The gultar work o'
Jlm Jones blends in perfectly with"

the guality cf many of thy;

opposite direction, “Cl Is
more focused, yet atill providing the
hallmarks that are Pere Ubu,
Stephen Hagto. (Pet Shop Boys,
Erasure) I3 the unlikely p:u(ﬂ:"cer)on
four songz. Yct tho collaboraticn
works, eapeeially on the breathles
“Weiting for Mary.™ .
One rcason 1s that thera is a (0
to the aibum. Uting tha dlstinstive
mutterings of iead vocallst Lravid
Thomas 21 a focal point, Pere Ubu
can use complexed melodles and still
o .

soRga .
The hooks bere are ecdlies, Son
Lot 18§

ear al} day long while futerprel
tiors of covesu Like “Nevada! are
nothing 1233 than tntrizeing.

Pere Uby, atong with groups such
a3 Talking eada oud oz (Not Was),.

are understated trensurea of dmeris, .

can musie, “Clendlard” is.a fing
picee of mucleal cvnfismanchipto be
savored. o0
— Latry O'Connor
k



