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By Carolyn DeMarco

ataff wrlter

Pardon me while I crow a bit. I've
Just returned from a weckend at the
Stratford Festival ln Ontdrio,

How wcre my scats? I don't want
to sound boastful but the scats for
“The Merchant of Venice" were so
close you could almost smell Shy-
lock's breath and whiff Portia’s
sweet perfume. That's fourth row
center orchestra, §

And for the double blll of “Titus
Andropleus” and “Comedy of Er-

rors” fust a tad back, still orchestra *

seating of course. So close that the
rape and mutilatlon scene fore<d the
woman next to me to head for the
exlt, -

. The accommeodatlons? Glad you
asked. How about a room with a slt-
ting room, skylight and loft at the
Jester Arms Inn, you know the
qualnt Mlttle Inn on Ontarlo Street
with only 13 rooms. That's 13. Count
‘em.

Now of course your next question
is how far in advance did I make res-
ervations. Slx months? Nine? Last
season?

Would you belicve this Stratford
trip was made without any reserva-
tlons? Not play Uckets, not hotel, not
dlnner. 2lp,

Granted the trip was.made two
days before the traditlonal May 29
festival opening, but Stratford Festi-
val office personac, inn operators
and Stratford Informatlon booth
staffers all agree, a spur-of-thee
moment jaunt to Stratford is abso-
lutely possible. Without reservatlons
you can still get a room, play tlckets
and a meal, .

HERE'S HOW:

To get to Stratford, Ontario, from
Oakland County will take about
three hours, Cross into Canada at
Sarnla and take 402 cast. Wayne
County residents will want to go via
Detroit/Windsor on 401 and link up
to the 402 at London. Exit at High-
way 126 north also known as High-
bury Avenue (exit 189B). Go north 20
mlgmlo Highway 7 and east to Strat-
ford.

Flrst stop should be the Teurist In-
formation Booth along the Thames
Rlver, on the west cnd of York Strect
cast of Huron Street. The booth is
staffed from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Tues-
day-Saturday and 10 am to 5 p.m.
Sunday. (The theaters are dark on
Monday.}

‘Two full-time staffers patd by the
city, a few students and other volun-
teers dispense Information about ac-
commodations avallability for ho-
tels, bed and breakfasts and camp-
grounds in the aren.

On Sunday or Monday of each
week area hotels call the booth to
give an avallabllity count. That
checklist Is posted on a bulletin
board just above a scrapbook show-
ing pletures of tho establishments.
While booth tenders will not make
reservations for you, they'll altow
you to use a telephone placed there
for just that purpose. Local calls
only, please.

IF YOU strike out on hotels-er if
you'd just prefer a bed and breakfast
arrangement, the booth has a Ust of
84 to choose from, all inspected and
approved for listing.

*“As long as they're not picky we'll
get them a room,” said staffer Lau-
rie Parker.

You can also get information

about area recreation and outdoor

lairs, golf courscs, attractions, festl-
* vals and arts and crafts shows.
You'll also find out about area res-
taurants and thefr menus, churches,
galleries and speclalty atores.

Now about the tickets. That's one
thing the information booth docs not
help with.

There are three theaters: the Fes-
tival, Avon and Third Stage iIn
decreaslog order of prestige and
price. The maln box office Is located
at the Festival Theatre on Queen's
Park. Reserved tickets are beld at
the Stratford Festival Box Offlec un-
t 1% heurs before curtain. The
Avon and Third open one hour before
curtaln and sell tickets for that day’s
performance enly. You can eall the
main box office from the informa-
tion booth to find current tlcket
avallabliity.

IF YOU'RE given the “all sold
out" splel, pay attentlon here: un-
clalmed, unpald for tickets are re-
leased for sale one hour prior to cur-
tain. Chances are you'll be able to
cash in on a “no show.” If you don't
score then, wait for the sealpers.
Just before curtaln they’ll appear in
front of the theajer trying to rescll
unneeded ducats,

Then again if living on the edge,
ie. spontancous traveling, makes
you nervous, you can always follow
the tourist Industry’s most quoted
advice, “Call ahead for reserva-

For ticket Information and accom-
modatlons, call the Stratford Festl-
val Box Office and Accommodatlons
Burcau, Detrolt information lne,
064-4668.

Of course it won't be as exciting
that way, -

A couple tips
for the festival

Here’s some miscellaneous tips on
seelng Stratford: .

© If you'd like a one-hour guided
walking tour of early Stratford, stop
by the Tourlst Information Booth on
York at 9:30 a.m. Monday through
Saturday “on all nice days in July
and August” or pick up the map
guide for your own tour,

Another self-gulde tour map is
provided by the Local Architectural
Conservation Advisory Committee,
and naturally leads you to architec-
turally signlficant bulldings.

@ Be sure to ask at the booth
about the parks surrounding Lake
Vletorfa, “the largest park system
per caplta In Canada.” Paddle boats
and canoes can be rented by the hour
at the Information booth and Strat-
ford Parke and Recreation maln-
tains three tennls courts on a flrst-
come baats,

® Take a quick walk through the
Shakespearcan Gardens (a bricf
stroll from the information booth)

. ncar the Perth County Courthouse
along the Thames. It features flo-
wers and herbs mentloned in Shake-
speare, Including rue, lavender,
dropwort, roses and the like.

® Drive the 15 minutes to the
town of Shakespeare and have a real
alternoon tea, complete with scones,
at Harry Ten Shilling. Within walk-
ing distance are several antlque

shops and a Christmas eraft store.

North by Northeast: The coast is still clear

By Doris Schatfenbarg ™
spoclal wrltor

Q: Last year, yon did a story that
followed Highway 22 araund the
Leclacau Penlnsala lo west Michl-
gan. Can yon do the same thing with
ihe coast of Lake Huron in East
Michigan?

MS.
Livonia

When I think of east Michlgan, I

plciure daybreak over Lake Huron,

- ‘The rising sun transforms the Tawas

lighthouse into a gleaming slto and

fillers Lhrough curtains’ of marsh

grass to reveal the nests of geese.

Tawas Polnt State Park 1s one of a

thousand places along Lake Huvon's

pper coast where mornlng can be
scen and felt n all its gloty.

The “quiet” corner of the stato is
not all nature walks, beaches and
boats, however, As you drive north
from Standlsh to Mackinaw City,
you'll find shopplng ceaters, new
motels, and every fast food chaln
known to travellng appetites. You
can find ‘golf before breakkfast and
hot tubs after canoelng If-you want
them. .o L.

Turn off 175 north of Bay City to
slightly pokey US 13, Stop at Deer
Park near Pinconnng to let Juntor
feed Bamb! or ride “the safari ex-
press, Buy Placonnlng cheese. Fole
low US23 to Omer, Michigan's
smallest city, Rent canoes or tubes
{o cnjoy the foreat-lined Rifte River,
shallow enocugh for kids If a canoo
dumps, but rippling enough to be fun,
In Au Gres, cheek out an amusement
park with raller coaster, mintature
golf and kiddle rides.

As US-28 cdges clozer {o tho big

to flash between clumps of trees.
West of the highway llcs the Huron
Natlonal Forest and miles of county
roads leading to pine-scented camp-
grounds, a world of small lakes,
trails and tiny hamlets (44 lakes, 36
streams in Iosco County alone.)

Tawas Clty/East Tawas (no one
but a native could guess where the
border s} cuel along o hay formed
by the small peninsula of Tawas
Polnt. The warm water fishery of
Saglnaw Bay makes Perch and Wal-
leye a steady catch and the protece
tlon of the Polnt gives -small sall-
boats a great place to race.

THE NORTHBOUND toad rises
along a gentle bluff toward Oscodo-
AuSable, another set of clvic twins
astride the legendary AuSable River
as {t meets Lake Huron, If you have

“an Itch to fish, Capt. Steve Paslasks,

one of many charter-boat veterans,
guarantees catches from hls 37-foot
rlg. He's talking coho, trout, steel-
head, ete. (For information, call 517+
739-2801.).

Antiquing Is the next blggest sport,
Or relaxing (sometimes with a cock-
tail) on the decks of the AuSable Riv-
er Queen for a two-hour paddlewheel
boat ride, almost tos popular for
drop-ins,

Reserve ahead for river visits to
Lumberman's Monument and a lot
of green serens tiver (For informa-
tlon, call 517-789-7351),

On Friday, civilians with reserva-
tlons can tour Wurtsmith Alr Force
Basa (For Information, call 1-800-
235-GOAL, the Chamber of Com-
merce). .

A state park slta on the south aide
of Harrlsville, a Harbor of Refuge”
port. The town hosts tha P

each year, fills a calendar with flsh-
ing derbies, and its bed-and-break-
fast biz has enlarged to three houses.
Meanwhile, the third generation of
Yokoms operates the Blg Paw Re-
sort, a AAA-four dlamond classic.

Slightly north and invisible 't
yau're there, the road Into Big Paw
twists toward ncat cottages, each
with a fireplace, along Lake Huron.
Everyone cats together In a dlning
room mellow with rustic hominess.
One price, family style, for resort
guests or those who reserve far in
advance (Information: 517-24-6326).

In old lumbering camp days, they
used tall tales to fill the entertain-
ment gap. Pop hero Paul Bunyan, &
15 foot-tall lumberjack who could
fell trees with one chop, stands with
his blue ox, Babe, next to the road
near Ossincke.

IN A FOREST just beyond, crea-
tures that would shrink anyone are
Iife-size and authentle, Dinosaur
Gardens has a brontosaurus to greet
visltors, and more massive beasts
down the path, Even If dinos don't
grab you, enjoy the magnificent
trees,

K mart, Pizza Hut, quaint shops,
department stores; the time warp
{ades a3 we cnter Alpena, a “Warm
and Friendly Port . . .” unless your
shlp sank, The 50 or more sucken
ships in nearby waters give Alpena
speclal rank na an underwater pro-
serve. Equipment Is avallable to
quallficd divers, and the Alpena Hos-

pltal is equipped with a decompres-

slon chamber In case of accldent,
For' non-divers {most of us), tho
Thunder)y Bay Theater i4 the only
year-round live professional theater
in North odern or

done. Another north country treat Is
the Jesse Besser Museum, modern,
fully accredlted muscum of art, his-

Into Club 32 for a late snack and live
band (Wednesday through Sunday),
or Red's Saloon and Eatery for some

put Junior In the pillory, take photos.
In Rogers City, “Nautleal City," a
new travel center next to

tory and sclence. P fos-

slls and noted artists. On_ Johnson

Street, only 300 yards from US-23.
Golf, tennis, festivals. Then drop

ing-along plano

The Presque Iste lghthouse and
muscun show the homey side of
those isolated lives. Climb the tower,
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The sights In tho northcastern part of thoe etato are breathtok-

's, can 1oad you up with

area Info. Or ask folks at the Buoy
next to the D:

Motel, where every room's balcony

* looks at Lake Huron.

From R.C. to Cheboygan, the high-
way hugs the shore, opening to sce-
nic turnouts and two state parks,
Here are the most delightfully emp-
ty beaches in the state, where
scarchers might flnd Peloskey
‘si(onu or a treasure for the rock gar-

en. -

AT THE top of the milten, Che-
boygan County wins for having the
most inland lake surface acreage.
An inland water passage to Lake
Michigan begins here, Going the
other way, the town iy where you
catch the ferry to Bols Blanc Island,
a semi-wilderness arca,

Hidden in the area woods, you'll
find a lot of lodging, dlning, and a
little night life. Ask the way to Hack-
Ma-Tack Inn on Beebe Rosd, about
stx miles from the juncticn of M-27
and 33, N

In this rambling bulldlng diners @
took past bright blue tablecloths snd
an open-hearth grill to lavely woods
and river. Great {ender whitefish or
asteak (Information: 616-623-2919), |

. Back in town, the Boalhouse on .

Ploe Strect went. from ship ahed to -

clegant waterfront restaurant. Dock-

age and overnight rooms (Informa.

kion: 616-027-4310). M
Sawing loga can keep you wide- -

awake If {t's the handmade machin- -

cry at Old Milt Creek State Historle
Park ond Interpretive Center. A
backwoods industrial complex four
miles south of Mackinaw City on US- -

3

lake, swatches of blue horixon begin
= - ;

Sweet Adellne singing

pr are well  ing.
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