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By Philip A. Sherman
ataff wrltoy

Faith {n'the wisdom and decislon-
ty of the US, Supreme
t of Its recent declslons,
s mixed afnong resldents of and vis.
itors to Oakland County.

In aa unsclentiflc poll, several
peaple appeared unaware the high
court had ruled that it Is legal to
burp the US. flag as o means of ex-
presslon. Others knew the court had
ruled on abortion, but didn't scem to
think the ramifications of that rullog
affected them,

Interviews were. conducted

‘ednesday at Tel-Twelve Mall {n
Southfield and Friday In downtown
Birmingbam. Of those aware of the
court’s recent close decisions and
rulingy, three people sald they had
continued faith In the court; three
sald thelr faith hod been diminished;
and two were on Lhe fence.

““What else could you expect when
you have the ex-director of the CIA
as president?“sald Deonls Fitzpa.
trick of Birmingham. He sald he's
convinced personal freedoms are in

-Jeopardy and thought the court’s de-

cislon on abortion In Webster vs.
Reproductive Health Services “ls
Just the tip of the iceberg. 1 think
{aith In upholding the Blll of Rights
has been quite a bit diminished.”

THE DECISION in the Wcbster
case, announced Mcnday, gives

stotes the power to resirict abor-

tons.
Mark Mcyer of Waterford sees the

{asue differently.

. “The system works. Whether you

or I agree with it {s somewhat Irrele-

vant,” Meyer sald. That noted,

Mcycr added he di

contlnue research ona book about
sulclde.

“DO l BELIEVE In cverything
they do? No. Do I think they're intel-
ligent people? Yes," Schwarz said
with a shrug. s

Wendy Tucker, a Traverse City
resident who was sltting outslde ke
Post Office, sald “1

with the
court’s rullng on ﬂng buraing and
abortion.

bave falth in the process, How's
that?

Tara Splro of said she
“was kind of torn" about whether
she had faith in the court. ¥I don't
sce that it's necessarily golng in a
direction," Splro said. She disagrees
with the court's rullng on flag bumn-
ing, but agrees with the abortion de-
clslon,

Adire Thompsen, of Detrolt, wes
babysitling for Chelsea Price at Tel-
Twelve Mall. She sald she no longer
has falth in the court.

“They made a Wrong “declafon
about abortlon. They should let peo-
ple have abortions,” Thompson said.
She also had one word to deseride
the court’s declsion on fag burning:
“pitiful.”

Matthew Schwartz, of Southfield,
was sltting on the steps of the
Baldwin Library In Birmingham.
When asked if ho still had falth in the
court, his flrst reaction was to say
that he was at the llbrary Friday to

yougetisa

of the people there (on the court), but
the process is good and has good po-
tentlal”

Shirley Adams, of Westland, said
she's pro-chalce on the abortion issue
and has an overall fzith in the court.

“1 belleve In the government,”
Adams aald, "Bot I dun'l agree with
the flag-burning declslon”

Jeznne Bloke, an attomey who
lives in Blrmingham, thinks the
court’s actions have decreased Its
credibllity,

“Where Rengan wasn't able to do
1t by legislation, he was able to do it
by packing the court,” she sald of
former President Ronald Reagan's
opportunity to appoint three justices.

“I think it's become a politica) or-
ganization now and that wasa't the
Entent. The Constitution didn't set up
the court with that Intent.”

Storm damage expensive for couhty

By Phillp A. 8herman
stalf writor

It cost county residents $173,500
to clean up damage from the June 21
storm that dropped up to 6 inches of
raln on area roads, according to
John Grubba,

mile was the worst,” Grubba sald of
the storm damage. Damage Included
severe floodin hed-out dltehes

The money will be used to
roads and improve drainage i area

8.
and shorted-out traffic signals.
Speclifeally, $106,500 was spent
on personnel, $22,000 was used for
slag and gravel, and $45,000 was

of
the Oakland Counly Road Commls-
slon.

In related news, Grubba also an-
nounced the county has sold $4 mil-
llon" in bonds for subdivision Im-
provements, including better drajn-
age.

“Northwestern between 13 and 14

spent on costs, Grubba
sald. The moncy came from the
county's gas tax funds.

Grubba alse sald the county seld
$4 miitlon [n bonds to an investment
group made up of Merrill Lynch
Capital Markets, Roney & Company,
Flrst of Michigan Corporatlon and
McDonald & Company. Net interest
15 6.529 over 10 years.
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“We have 29 projects under con-
structien right now,” Grubba sald.
Since 1970, Grubba said, the county
has spent §$41 milllon and paved 300
mites of roads.

‘The last bond kssue, also for $4.

militen, was in July 1987 and the
money was used for speclal assess-
ment projects,
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‘They made a wrong

#
decision about The system works.

‘1don’t see that it's

(the court) necessarily abortion. They ghould Z’,’: ',’:‘;; Zﬂ,‘ﬁ,gf,,',,‘:,gm
golng in a dirsction.’ let people have irrelevant.’ : .
—Tara Spiro abortions.’ ! i —Mark Meyer
Raochester —Adire Thompson Waterford
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