Course changes
brings major back
to indianwood

!

By Jim Toth
statf writer

Unique may be the quickest and saf-
est way to describe the playing condi-
tions at Indianwood Golf & Country
Club, host of the 44th United States
Women's Open Chempionship.

Tieh

and adding bunkers. Even the dining
room has been expanded.

A major club house expansion
project begon in 1988 with the opening
of Indianwood’s New Course in June of
that yeor.

“There are presently 550 members,
and it is one of the best jobs there is,”

Designed and built by E
Wilfrid Reid in the mid 1920s, the rep-
utation of the Scottish links-style
caurse quickly spread throughout the
state.

In 1928 the club was the site of its
first Michi PGA Ch ionzhip. In
1930 the Western Open, won by Gene
Sarazen, stopped by for a visit, Two
Michigan Opens have also been decid-
ed at Indianwood.

‘The course also was frequented by
mony of the game’s early greats, in-
cluding Walter Hagen, Tominy Ar-
mour and Al Watrous.

Owned by the Ruebelman family
since the early 1940s, the élub had fall-
en into disrepair before being sold in
1981 to its current owner, Stan Al
dridge.

NUMEROUS CHANGES were

made, including lengthening of holes

said Ind d club professi
Dave Zink. “Mr. Aldridge has made it
a nice place to work."

The changes have, in part, played
major roles in returning a major cham-
pionship to Indianwood. The only pre-
vious visit to Michigan by the Wom.
en's Open came in 1958, when the tour-
nament was played at Forest Lake
Country Club in Bloomfield Hills.

The Women's Open wili be the fifth
United States Golf Association cham-
plonship ployed in the state this dec-
ade, The 1980 Junior Amateur was
played at Pine Loke Country Club in
Orchard Lake, the 1981 Senior Open
and 1985 U.S, Open at Oakland Hills
in Birmingham and the 1984 Senior
Amat: at  Birmingt Countey

Club.

The Women's Open is the seventh of
the 13 national championships spon-
sored by the USGA.
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© MALLON'S HOMECOMING

Meg Mallon, a former Birmingham res-
ident who graduated from Farmingten
Hils Our Lady of Mercy High School,
jolned the Ladies Professional Golf Asso-
clation (LPGA) In 1986 and has been a
stendy tour player the last three years,
She is slated to participate in this year's
women's Open at the Indlanwood Country
Club in Lake Orloz.

Mallon, 26, attended Oblo State where
she earned All-Conference honors in 1984
and 1985, She was runner-up in the 1985
Big 10 champlonship tournament, and, in
1983, Mallon captured the Michigan Ama-
teur title.

Mallon safd her career ‘thrill’ was play-
Ing in the 1986 U.S. Women's Open.

Now a resldent of Ramoaa, Calif., Mal-
lon carned $25,000 last year to break Loto
the top 90 on the LPGA money list and
carn exempt status for thls season. She
registered 8 carcer-best showing in the
Safeco Classic last summer with a 21st-
place flnish, She also tied for 23rd in the
1938 Jamie Farr Toledo Classic and tied
for 27th at the Women's Kemper Open.

" Ume this decade a USGA-

Mallop, who was a member of The Ob-
server and Eccentrie's All-Area girls golf
teams fa both 29080 and 1981, tled for 44th
at last year’s women’s open at the Baltl-
mere Country Club,

© 1958 REVISITED

The Forest Lake Country Club In

Bloomfield Hills hosted the 1958 US.
W 's Open Champlonship. This year’s
Open at Indfanwood will mark just the
second time the women will have played
thelr most prestigious champlionship in
Michigan,
Just for nostalgia's sake, the winner of
that 1958 June tourney was Mickey
Wright, She shot a four-round score of 280
— two under par. Loulse Suggs placed
second at 295,

Incredibly, those same two golfers fin-
ished one-two the following year In the
open hosted by the Worcester Country
Club in Worcester, Mass.

A total of 57 golfers were entered in
that 1958 tourney. Today, the women hold
qualifiers around the country, Last year, a
record fleld of 735 attempted to qualify
for 153 open slots.

© PRIZE BREAKDOWN

The winner of this year's open wiil
recelve a check for $80,000. The runner-up
will Jet $40,000,

The lotal purse for the 1989 open la
$450,000,

® USGA THIS DECADE
The United States Golf Asseciation
{USGA) took over sponsorship of the wom-
en's open in 1953 and has run the event
each year since. Michigan has been a fre-
quent stop on the USGA toar this decade.
In fact, this year's open marks the fifth
-sponsored event
gul have been played in the Great Lakes
tate,
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