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Racial attacks spur
request for a fence
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OOKING north and
west.
Farmington Hills'

city councll and
administration will host &
meeting with thetr
counterparis in Novl to review
areawlde growth problems and
other lssues of mutual coneern.
Clty manager W!
Costick sces the meeting
ultimately resulting ina
consartlum representing
Farmington Hills, Novi and
‘West Bloomfield, The
consortium would promote a
“better understanding of what
is occurring within each of our
communities and how events
oceurring 19 one city will
impact their neighbors.”
A substantial amount of land
13 still to be developed north
and west of Farmipgton Hllls,
“The growlng problems of
congested Lraftle and
roads, resulting in
part by zoning decislons made
by the various area units of
government, require that we
begln to take an area approach
to such zonlng decisions,” nld
Farmington Hills co
Aldo Vagnozl, whosuzgc:md
creatlng 2 consortium.

QUOTE of the week

6 The abuse, the attacks
by people. This is more than
just a fence — it's to protect
my family.

— Farmington resident Derwln
Success, a black minister who
says o stockade fence around his
back yard Is one way to fight ra-
cial slurs toward hls biraclal
familly. Story on page 1A.
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we going to do mmclhlng about it?
not ready to

By Cosoy Hans
stolf writor

A blraclal Farmington family is
atill belng harassed by passersby and
others, two years after thelr house
was spray-palnted with racial epl-

thets and slogans.

Derwln and Dianna Success and
thelr two young children — plus
nelghbors and thelr familles — have
been subjected to continued com-
ments, brick-throwing and taunting
from people driving by their
Shlawassce Strect home, They also
recelve phone calls at night.

Derwin Success talked about the
incidents Monday night as the famlly
requested a fence variance from the
Farmington City Counell — a re-
quest ke called a matter of 1ife and
death. Derwln Is black; Dianna (s
white.

“The abuse, the attacks by people.
This i3 more than just a fence — it's
to protect my family,” he sald. “Dai-
1y, my llfe Is threatened. When are

have us around,” ndded the four-year
resident. “If something is not done,
somebody's going to lose their lives.”

He asked the clty council to “stand
strong behind me."

FARMINGTON PUBLIC safcty
dircctor Frank Lauhoff said his de-
partment had recelved two calls re-
cently involving the Successcs’
house. Ono involved destructlon of a
fence belng installed, the other about
doorbell-ringlng at night.

The city council granted the Suc-
cesses a helght variance to install a
six-foot stockade fence from thelr
front bullding llne back. It denled
their request for a section of four-
!ool-l.nll stockade fence in the front

rd, behind n newly Installed bas-
kelbau pole, becanse front-yard
feaces arc prohibited by ordinance.
Derwin Success sald he was ticketed
for working on the fence befere re-
celving city approval.

But the issue Monday seemed to
center around the community reac-
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DOUGLAS E. SUSALLA

Derwin Success, o minister at Beren St. Paul’s Matthew, 11, in the fence-enclosed yard of
United Methodist Church in Highland Park, their Farmington home.
with his daughter, Sarah, 8, and his son,

By Joanne Maliszewsk(
atalf wrlter

“Davld We Lave You."

That's the message dlsplayed
across a 30- by 40-Inch poster from
594 lsteners of WMUZFM, a
Christlan radio statlon in Detrolt,
to quadriplegic David Riviln of
Farmlngton.

“We were getting such a re-
aponse from listeners en our studlo
lnes, Then about two weeks ngo,
we decided we should let him know
how much peaple care,” sald Robin
iulllvnn, WMUZ afternoon dlsc joc-

ey,

Posters were stationed at Chris-
tian bookstores throughout the De-
trolt area where peaple could write
thelr good wishes, prayers or
thoughts, The 12 posters were
taped together to make one large
greeting card.

When the greeting card was de-
livered Tuesday to Oak Hill Care

‘Peopie care’

RANDY BORST/stalt photogtaphor

David Rivlin: "Mourning s natural.”

Center, a spokeswoman at the
Farmington nursing home gave ra-
dio offlcials the bad news: Riviln,
38, had been moved after three
years to an undisclosed locatlon.

Sullivan said Wednesday the

card had been forwarded to Rivlin.
“We really wanted him to see It,"
she sald. “There are people who
care. How many people have seen
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Bonelli’s mental exam extended

review

anner Spurs

of

parade rules

By Casoy Hans
glalf writer

Extra care will be taken to avold
political statements in future Foun-
ders Festival parades after some ad-
verse communlty reactlon to a pro-
life message carried by one group
Saturday.

An organization of Catholic men,
the Knights of Columbus, bad mem-
bers from a Farmington Hlils chap-
ter carrylng & banner the width of
the street proclalming “Right to
Life,” the name of a natlonal pro-life
activist group.

Jody Soronen, executive dh'v;culfhr

about the parade entry and its politl-
cal message
She plans to draft a letter to the
group, with the permlssion of her
board of directors, to tet them know
political messages of any kind wlll
ot be allowed in future parades.
"“Thelr parade application did nok
indicate they were going to do this, )
she said, “It s indced an lnupproprl-
ate place for this, , . . or any Issue.
We ju:l don’t do that ln the Fnundcrs

Festlya
"1 thmk It was very tacky."

JACK STONG, a Blrmingham res-
ident and member of the Knights of

of the F

Farmington St. Franecls

and adminl

trator of this year’s Founders Festi-
val, said her officc had received
“several phone calls” complaizing

Councll No, 4401, is listed as “person
in charge” on the group’s applica-
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By Cerolyn DoMarco
staff writor

Miller expects Bonelll's trial to bcxln in
abouta mnnlh, be satd 'nn y.

Investigators at the Ypsilantl Reglonal
‘;P:ych]nlric Ho:uplm have asked for a 30-

by
.tion of Anthony Josepb Bonelll, the Onk-
Iand Oounly Prosccutor's office learncd

Bonelll Is ln Oaklaad County Jall pend-
ing a trial date, charged in the mid-March
drowning murder of hls 17-year-old former
alruﬂend Kristina Marle Fracchla, in Ores

hard Lake. Both wm Flnnlnmn Hiils
resldents.

Bonelli is mwd by the forensic
center for cvmpelency and ctiminnl re-
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akland
County prosecutor Fmd Muler.

shortly

a Farmlngmn lillls resident wmn belng an
accessory after the fact In Fracchia's
death, Miller sald. In Banelll’s pre-trial
exam, North Farmington High School stu-
dent Jim Nader, 17, tuufled he helped re-
turn Fracchia’s car alter Bonelll told hlm
Fracchia was dead.

ITo an agreement with Lhe prosecutor’s
office, Nader is expected to testlfy in the
Bonelli case, walve his own preliminary
exam and plead gullty to belng an accesso-
ty, Miller said.

BONELLI WAS arrested March 17 by
Orchard Lake police when he agreed to
come In for an interview regarding Frac-

chla's death. The fully clothed body of
Fracchia, a Farmington Hills Mercy High
School student who had been missing for
several days, was discovered earlier in the
day floating In shnnnw water off the north
ghore of Orchard Lal

At the Orchard Lakc Police Depart-
ment's request, West Bloomficld pollce lat-
er that night videotnped Bonelll as he're-
created the events that led to Fracchia's
death.

At the Ume of the Incident, Bonelli was a
student at the Farmington Tralning Center,
a district-run special education center for
students with emotiora), physlcal or men-
tal problems.
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Group wants vote on C’vnlle issue

By Kevin Brown
stolf writee

Organizers of a group secking to dissolve
tho Clarencoville School District say they
rl:n to put (ho ixsuo on the November bal-
o

“Wo want better education and we want |

our taxes lower,” sald Tammy laconelli, :
ono of the of the group Commu-
ity to Dissolve Clarenceville,

Taconelll, of Farmington Hills, said the
group nceds (o collect petition zignatures
totaling 25 percent of tho pumber of voters

h N - \

who cast ballots In the last state election to

put the lssuo on tho November ballot.
Should a majority of dlstrict voters sup-
rt a vote to dissolve tho district, Iaconal-
sald it would send & messago to the state

and ool boards in Farmington and
'!.lvonln.

Includes the sec-
uuu of Livonla, the sectlon of

“The signaturces we got were to show the
board that people did care about what was
going on,” Inconelll sald,  *

The Cl Board of
1ast month unanimously passed a resolu-
tion against consolidation, as another
group {Informed Resldenta for Clarence-
ville) organized to demonstrate support for

Farmington Hllls and the northeast section
of Redford Township.

THE GROUP cdllected about 1,000 peli-
tion s!gnaturca thia spring in support of dis.
solving tha district.

1

the status quo,

Taconelli said a new petition drive would
begln s00n to get cnough signatures to
place the Issue on tha ballot.

SHARON LaMIEUX/3tatt photographer

Tiny taster

Christopher Lanto, 2, helps hia dad, Bruce,
o Formington businessman, Judge this
year's plo-baking contest at the Firat United

dist Church of F: during last
week's Farmington/Farmington Hills Foun-
dors Festival. For a festival wrap-up and
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