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A blood shortage called “the worst
in tho past 10 years" by the Michigan
Red Cross apparently hes scarcely
affected the threo largest kosplials
in Dakland County.

Jenell Joiner, assoclate director af
the. donor rescurce department for
the Red Cross, sald the agency usual-
ly'collezis 1,100 units of blood on
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weekdays, 300 on Saturdays and 200 -

on Sundoys In southeast Mlchigan.
Current collection levels - have
dropped to 600-800 units per week-
doy with weekend collections dip-
ping further, Joiner said,

“It's the worst blood shortage
we've had in the past 10 years,”
Joiner added. “And when you think
of the caliber of the hospitals in Oak-
land County, you realize they're
heavy blood users.”

Joiner sald if the shortago contin-
ues at current levels, “we might
even be closing emergency rooms”
in addltion to canceling elective sur-
gery. .

HOWEVER, COLETTE Stimmell,
a spekeswoman for Willlam Beau.
mont Hospltal, sald bloed levels are
adequate. “Weo are not canceling any
surgeries. We have asked our doctors
to bo conservative in thelr use of

- Name that tune
DSO is talking about Lansing bailout
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Lansing's ears should be burning.
Pcople at the neatly bankrupt De-
tedlt Symphony Orchestra are talk-
ing about state government as the
leader En an $18 milllon baltout.

{'I've talked to the budget directar,

. and they agree something should be
dope so they don’t have problems,”
sald state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
ington Hills, the Leglslature’s chief

supporter of the arts.

'T Intend to do something agaln,”
sa|d Faxon, who despite hls minority
party status has a major role in get-
tirig state money for the arts.

. DSO LEADERS announced Mon-
day there [s *'no way"” they can mect
thjs week's $200,000 payroll. They
are asking 97 musicians and 58 staff
members to accept balf pay,

Board chairman Steve Mitler said
the orchestra needs $18 milllon in
plédges over four years to remaln
sojvent. A source close to the DSO
wis quoted as saying the state had
been asked for half or more of that
sufn .

'axon, an Appropriations Com-
mlttee member, safd the state pro-
vides DSO $2.5 mllllon curreatly.

1‘There is also lurking In the Sen-
ate and House a ‘supplemental’ ap-
propriations bill,” sald Faxon. The
$5p0 millicn bill haa yet to be acted
ort by a joint Senate-House commit-
tee. It would supplement the current
year's budget.
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A SPOKESMAN for Senate Major-
ity Leader Jokn Engler, R-Mount
Pleasant, said there was no plan to
conslder more DSO money until the
next budget year.

Another Appropriations member,
Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
said *I haven't heard any discussion”
of more money for the DSO.

Fazon sald he met two weeks ago
with Deborah Borda, DSO's execu-
tve director and chlef staff persen.
“I indicated my concerns and gave
her some suggestions, She has a lot
of energy. She knows her business.”

BUT FAXON sald that except for
brief social encounters he hadn't met
with Mliter, the Chrysler executive
who tock over the reins at the DSO

board last year.

“I don't know him that well, I
don't know where he's going,” Faxon
said.

The Qakland County senator sald
Miller brought DSO “tremendous ad-
verse publlclty — nationzl and inter-
natlonal” — when he caved Into

pressure from two black legislators
and hired a second black musiclan,

“She (Borda) belleved if 'this
wasn't done, they (the DSO) weren't
going to get thelr (state) money. It
Just wasn’t true,” sald Faxon, His un-
spoken message was that Miller
should touch bases with hlm on legta-
lative protocol.

“If someone were holdlng a gun to
me, I'd want to find .out who my
fricnds are,” Faxon sald.

PFOUNDED IN 1914, the DSO has
been in trouble several times,

During World War I, it suspended
actlvities. In 1948-51 it suspended Its

entire scasons.

In 1962 the musiclans went oo a
ninc-day strike. In 1987 there was a
12-weck work stoppage when man-
agement saught to impose an 11-per-
cent pay cut.

Last year board chalrman Walter
McCarthy and president Oleg
Lobanov resigned, and music direc-
tor Gunther Herbig announced he
will leave for the Toronto Sympho-
ny.
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blood,” she added,

Carpl Jonson at Southfield's Provi-
dence Hospital sald “we are dolng
all right at thls polnt. We are not

Jolner clted several possible rea-
sans for the shertfall,

“Students are gone, people are on
vaoc;tlon, plants are golng lhrough
m

any electlve "

or changes

A spokeswoman for St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital in Pontiac said they
are planning a blood drive In Sep-
tember to’help stem the shortage.
“But our blood bank says we're not
affected as of yet,” she added.

Pam Mueller of Oakland County's
Health Department aald she was un-
aware the shortage was abead of
schedule until she heard about the
shortago through the medla. Mueller

sald typleally there i & blood short-
age In August, not July, She hod no
idea why the shortage manifested ft-
self now. "

P
{which means wark forces are not at
peak Jevels, decreasing units colleet-
ed at company sponsored
drives), business are running short of
staff and good weather,” she said.

However, Jolner had no actual ex-
planation for the shortage. “That's
the thing that's so upsetting and so
scary. We really don't know.

"IO-TYPF AREdlhe worst lln
trylng to keep an adequate supply,
and when 1 looked on the shelf I
didn’t scc one B,” Jolner sald.

She snid unit collection in the

Blood shortage hasn’t hit area hospitals.

county was up 8 percent from July 1, -
1988, through Jast July 1, with 28,818
units recelved. -

While that might sound HKe a lof
on the surface, the Red Cross notes: !

@ Open heart surgery can use up>:
to 50 units of hlood; :

© A bleeding peptie uleer ean re-
quire up to 30 units;

o Hip jolnt replacement, which
the Red Cross safd Is the biggest vol--
ume user because the population Is*!
aging, uses up to 20 units; "

© An organ transplant, particu- ‘=
larly a llver transplant, can use sev-i=
cral hundred units, -

The Red Cross has opened several*”
donor centers on Sunday to maoke'™
collection more convenlent, For ad-
ditlonal information, catl 484-2800.
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