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An Onkland County service agency
Is trylng to reduce the county’s Lo-
fant death rate by helping pregnant
women flnd the heallh and counsel-
ing services they need, according to
the agency’s director.

Tina Litwinowicz, supervisor of
the Maternal-Child Health Advocate
Program for the Oakland Livingston
Human Service Agency, sald that
since Its April 1988 opening, the
agency has linked more than 200
women with vital health care ser-
vices they may not have known were
avalloble to them.

Infant mortality rates are mea-
sured in the pumber of deaths per
1,000 live births. Litwinowicz said
Oakland County's ratc Is 8.8 deaths
per 1,000° births; as a comparison,
the rate for all of Michigan Is 10.9
deaths per 1,000 births.

“THE MICHIGAN Task Force on
Infant Mortality brought all thls
about,” Litwinowlez sald. “We're
trylng to reach pregnant women and
bring them into the health care sys-
tem,”

The agency's services are free to

The typical profile of a client is a 22-.
year-old woman in the first trimester
of her first pregnancy ‘who likely )
hasn’t been to the doctor for anything
other than her pregnancy test.’
—Tina Litwinowicz
Oakland Livingston Human Services

all women llving in Oakland County.
However, it does not offer advice on
issues such as birth contral and abor-
tlon. “We are clearly a referral
agency,” Litwinowlcz said.

‘What the agency does Is encourage
women to seek carly and regular
prenatal and postnatal care; help cll-
ents find the health carc services
they need; make home visits to as-
sess needs; help with problem solv-
ing; and, perhaps most important,
provide someone to help a mother
through her pregnancy by listening.

“We have flve paraprofessionals
who have limited tralning. They

spend slx week at Wayne State,
Litwlnowicz sald. Two of the
paraprofessinals are based.at the
agency's offlce in Pontiac; the other
three are at a branch office in Hazel
Park.

THE TYPICAL PROFILE of a cll-
ent, according to Litwinowlez, 1s a
22-year-old woman In the first tri-
mester of her flrst pregoancy “who
likely hasn't been to the doctor for
anything other than her pregnancy
test,” she sald. She added many of
thelr cllents are from Pontlac, Lake
Orion, Ortonville and Oxfard, They

from hospital pre-

c8.

The first thing the ageocy does s
schedule & needs assessment meet-
ing between the client apd a
paraprofessional. “We can under-
stand where they're at, what their
problems are. It may take a few vis-
its (o get a lot of Information from
the

Cm.

“The flrst visit {s very lmportant
to eastablish that rapport,”
Litwinowicz sald. During that visit,
she safld they also get-a feel for
whether there are problems In the
home such as chlld abuse, domestic
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violence or problems with parents,
“A woman {s more prone to abyse
during pregnancy,” she added, say.
ing tbat occasionzlly a husband or
boyfriend feels Intlmidated by the
circumstances of a pregnancy and
reacts badly.

IN CASES OF domestle violence,
the cllent Is referred to Haven, a
shelter in Pontlac. They also wlil

o

iy

help explore options or help cllents, 55
{1t out the complex {orms necessary....
to recelve Medicaid. -

The agency also provides trans-
portatlon, but shouldn't be consid-
ered a taxi service, Litwinowlez :
sald. “Transportation and the lack of ..
understanding of the importance of -
recelvlng prenatal care” are the two
greatest problems her cllents have, ..
she sald. «

o

help clients seek orders
if pecessary, Litwinowiez added.
Most of the women the agency
helps do not have health care tnsur-
ance. Litwinowlcz sald they then

Parapr provide -
rides to doctors, but there Is only one
car at each offlce. To inquire about a
ride or for addjtional Informatlon oo
the program, call 858-5145.
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’ County might reallocate fund

| By Phillp A. Shormen

planning, to the package [n 1366 and
stalf writer

until then, “no one accepted health
care as & liabllity or responsibillty of
the county.”

From 1966-86, Martin said hospl-
tallzation was funded on a “pay-as-
you-go™ plan,

“Think of It as a mortgage. You
buy a house, sign the mortgage, but
up until "88 you never recognlzed
that you owed anything on the
house,” Martin sald. “Bringlng that
up to todny, we have onc part fund-
©d, one not. Both are integral parts
of the retirement program.”

the retirement system.

The 18,9 percent breaks down to
164 percent (about §14.8 milllon) for
the penslon fund and 2.5 pereent for
hospltalization. Russell suggested to
the finance commilttee that it allow
him to take part of the 16.4 percent
and use it to make up the hospltal-
ization deflelt,

Howcver, members of the finance
committee sald at last Thursday's
meeting they want assuraoces that
funding the pension at a Jower rate
will still meet their flnancial obliga-
tion to the county's retirees while
restoring the hospltalization bal-
ance. Instead of making a recom-
mendatlon to the full board to fund
the program, the committee handed .
the question over to actuarics work-
ing through Martin's office to decide
how to balance the fund.

‘The Oakland County Commission-
er's finance committee .may reallo-
cate money In the county’s retire-
ment system to pay for a defleit In
retirees’ hospltalization benefits, ac-
cordlng to Russell Martln, director
of management and budget.

Overall, the pension fund, which
has grown to $280 mlllion since it
was started in 19486, s very healthy,
Martin sald. However, the fund
breaks down In two ways, leaving
the second part = hospltalization —
underfunded by about §50 milllon, he
added.

“In 1946 they developed a long-
term plaa to fund” pension benefits,
Martin sald, However, hospitaliza-
tlon was added, without the same
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Bullding a Hema? Remodeling?

MONEY THAT GOES into the
pension fund is consldered part of
payroll, which Russell sald Is slight-
1y more than $90 mitlion. Of that $90
million, 18.9 percent is allocated for
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You knowit's true. When you spend the time and money to do a premium job, it looks better
and lasts Jonger. So, start your staining job right. Take home Cabot's Problem-Solver™ Wood
Cleaner or Problem-Solver™ Wood Brightener for a clean start. Finish the job with premium-

Raplacing your worn out windows? 7 quality Cabot Stains, We have Cabot Stains in a wide range of formulations and colors at

WE HAVE THE ANSWERS FOR YOU! special prices. Go premium shopping today. . . and Experience the Best™ z

o+ Come home 10 quality...Anileesen AVAILABLE MOW AT ALL PANTICIPATING DEALERS :
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4515 N, WOOWARD
ROYAL OAK, MI 48072
{3 BLKS. SOUTH OF 14 MILE)

549-0633
Mon.-Sat. 10-5
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. ‘ ANNOUNCING THE JAX RAINCHECIK.

raincheck in to the same Jax location anytime the next
And Jax will give you another wash, . . Free!

day. .

W Yl's that simple. So now, instead of taking shelter when . s

“merethan It rains, ukc;’ourmlnchcckhu‘k toJax. And helpus | N
mtacorwesh® ke one of Murphy's laws off the bouks for good.

Happens every time, right? You get your car washed,
and it rains, Now, Jax Kar Wash has the solutfon,

Introducing the Jax Raincheck.

When you get a’uur car washed at Jax, we'll {ssue you
a dated siincheck. If it mins that day, simply bring your

Srnce 1599
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