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On the run

Michac! Webster can be called & running man. Then agaln, he could be
called a man on the go. Why? He's caught up In the physically taxing
sport of triathalons. Find out what makes Michzel run, , , swim
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Closeto Domino's Lodgu. visitors can now
watck the antics of Chip, Champ and
CIUS'. the Ihreo wlld black bear cubs Tom

after a p her killed
their nother near Grayling.
By Mam Chestnoy
statf witor

UMMOND ISLANDERS are smack in the

middie of an Identity crisls, a crisls that be-

- } gan in 1885 when megumllllvnain ‘Tom

* Monaghan bought a rundown estate on Pota-

gannlss.hg Bay and began rebullding it into a 1,800-
acre coporate retreat.

The rtreat occupies only a tiny part of the 72,000-
acre Isipd in Lake Huron; it slts well beyond the
string ofresorts llning Tourist Road and the bay.

But In'he notoriety that followed Monnghan's island
cxuavagmm — from a lnvlsh wcekcnd party for u:e

Né'%ture’s northwoods gem

dredge 40,000 cubic yards from a bay popular for its
perch fishing and spawning doesn’t help the istanders’
cause at all.

The Drummond Island Chamber of Commerce how
works overtime to 2olt pedal the Monaghan hype.

“The notoriety that the island has nuddculy gnlm:d
because of Monaghan's influence should not be misln-
terpreted,” sald chamber president Charles Krabank.
“Mr. Monaghan has no great deslre $o change the at-
mosphere, nor could he undo what nature has done.”

Most {slanders agree that what nature has donc on
Drummond Island Is not for everyone.

“'Peaple elther hate it or love It,” sald Steve Gubcn.
who runs Four Seasons Resort and also works as dlrec-
tor of wildlife, land management and operations for

y ge, Monaghan's retreat. “You can walk
59 yards into the woods and get Jost.”

Visitors who expect the manicured stylishness of
Mackinaw Island won't lke it. With Its abundance of
road signs (4 miles to Josle's place) and it's rustic,
rural setting, the view does get tacky at times from
the car window,

‘Those who like thelr Saturday nights wild won't Hke
1t, BIll Burton, owner of Streamline Sporting Goods,
said that “bear watching at the dump at dusk™ is popu-
lar any night of the week, includlng Saturday,

Folks who like to bounce from one tourlst attraction
to another won't like it. In fact, with the coming of
Monaghan, the island now has Its flrst bona fide, Irish
Hils-type tourist attractlon — a small zoo where
Monaghan keeps the three wild black bear cubs he
adopted after a poacher killed thelr mother near
Grayling. .

CLOSE TO DOMINO'S Lodge, visitors can now
watch the antics of no-longer-cub-slze Chlp, Champ
and Crusty from behind the safety of a high chaln link
fence. -

Folks who llke their actlvities plaoned and pro-
grammed won't llke Drummond Lsland.

“This is a great place to come If you're into some-
thing qulct,” Burton said. “People who want constant

would get bored here. But there’s always

called the
Domlne mbcz to the building of special cabins (nr
some of Mchigan's top sports figures — it began to
sound llke he owner of the Detroit Tigers hnd taken
over the whle island as well.

“We're rummond Island, not Domino Island,” Is
the new cr of beleagured islanders who fear they are
losing thel 175~ymrvold identity to a plzza king.

Yet howdo the istanders, who depend on the dollars
tourlsts bing, fight the mi:lnlormnt!on and miscon-
ceptlons tht flow in Monaghan's wake?

For exaple, how can they cour:ecl a atory prinl.ed

;omeuﬂng to do, u you llke to do the things they do

Whaf nature did on Drummond Island was create a
northwoods and water paradise for hunting, {ishing,
boating, salllng, rockhounding, birdwatching, hlklng,

.overiook P

Vialtors who gonerally rent cabins at any of the amall rosorts that ﬂna Tourist Road and

canoeing and water skling, u well as Y
skiing and g in

The Islanders have uddcd the extras — teonls
courts, blke rentals, golf, historical museum, afrport,
marinas, churches, medical facilliies, restaurants,
stores and a library.

Visitors rent 2 cabin at any one of the 20

In June im national
hotdings dclude Prummend Island, a 72 000-acre prt~
vate Islard off Mlchigan's Upper Penlnsula?

Monaghn neither owna the island, nor is It private.
In fact, rore than half of Drummond Island Ls spruce
and cedaiforest owned by the state.

And wht can they say to those spartsmen who think
Monagha has changed the face of the laland so much
he has runed It for hunting and {lshing?

THE [URRENT flap about Monaghan's plan to

or 50 small resorts that line Tourlst Road and overlook
Polagannlssing or Sturgeon bays. A typical rate for a
two-bedroom cabin or cottage far four Is $230 a week.
Fishing boats can be rented for an exh'n $50 a week.
There also are campgrounds for campe:

Visitors can spend their time explorlng the land and
waters of an island once calied “Potagannlpy” by the
Indlans, “High Island” by the British and now called
“Gem of the Huron by those who love Its forests, in-

lets, lakes and island-studded bays.

UCKED BETWEEN Canada’s North Channel, the
mnn!h of the St. Mary's River and the waters of Lake
Huren, Drummond Island also sits [n the middle of one
of the buslest waterways in the world, with shipy com-
ing to and from Lake Superior.

Its high limestone cliffs, its sky blue bays, its prime-
val forests and the bounty of its woods and waters are
so stunning that some who visit America’s largest
freshwater Island on vacation come back to stay.

Twenty years ago, that's what happened to Tom and
Ellen Mossing, who then lived in Livonla,

“Tom was exhausted, working overtime as a com-
merclal artist,” Mosslng sald. “We came here on vaca-
tions and loved the area. Finally, we had our fill of the

or 8lurgeon bays aro treated to sp

huhtaub of clty life and moved here when our kids were

2and 3.

R ’ﬂ:’e Mossings run a nine-cottage resort on Tourist
0

“The scenery 1s beautifvl, We have some of the meat
gorgeous sunsets in the world,” Mossing satd.

Karen Kemppalnen returned to her family’s roots
when she moved from Southfleld to Drummond Island
in 1969. Both sets of her grandparents had once llved
on the island.

“My mother hated it and left,” she sald, “But those

were hard times, when this was not a resort arca, but |
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“Acmlly, tho company [s not upset bacause you'ro a
hollslc health nut — It's bocause you lnslnt on using

By trls Sandorgon Jones
contributlng travel edltor

Pleasure Island:
Pleasure to visit

vice president of deslgn development for.
‘Walt Disney Imagincering and the guy who

us ure golog to Walt Dismey

helped design Pleasuro Island, (Yes, be's the
son of the famous John Carradine and the
brother of the Infamous Kelth Carradine.)

Videopolls East looka like the Inside of a
spacacraft, with the latast music vidcos
and two camaras shooting Images of the
dancers ento somo of tho screans.

Q: Three of us
World In Aogust. My girlfriend and i grado-

" ated from college this year, and my brother

gradoated from bigh sckool, so we're all
celebrating. We've all been to the Magic
Ringdom and EPPCOT o1 kids, 30 wa know
our way aronnd. We’ve heard about the new
MGM Stadlo park. Bat what do wo do at
night. And how do we avold the sommer
crush of kidse?

J3.,

Weatland

A: Two new attractions opencd at the
Werld thls summer. Pleasure Island has
seven nightclubs plus street parties, restau-
rants, shopa and iots of music but very few
young kids. There are familieés at Typhoon
Lagoon, but not nearly as mnny as In the
Maglc Kingdom.

Both. the Island and ‘u:e Lagoon wera
open, but not {inished, when I naw them this
spring. They're both boomlng now. I fllled
In tho gap by interviewing Chris Carradine,

For overal) tips on tho best times to go
where in Walt Disney World (WDW), buy
Stephen Birnbaum's officlal guide (under
ﬂog at a bookstore or borrow it from a i
brary. Hard to believe but Moaday, Tucs-
day, Wednesday arc the busiest days at
WDW. Saturdays are fairly busy; Sundays,
Thursdays and Fridays least busy. Hit the
theme parks early, take a midday break
?nd go back early evening when the kids are

ewer,

opposite

For example, morn.lnu hordes get off the'

monorall In EPCOT and stand In lpe at
nearby Future World pavillons. You should
walk around the lagoon to World Showcase
and go back to Futuro World in ths after
noon.
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