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M.‘MEN@’ PICTURES

Reiner, Crystal, Ryan

! When be's good, he's very, very
,good and at his best Rob Relper Is
‘cxteuont. His Jatest, “When Harry
*Met Safly . .. " '(A+; R, 90 min-
tes), Is ‘without doubt his best, an
‘excellent comlc look at: marriage
- and urban singles life in the '80s.

After college gmdunﬂun, the open,

the mowes

Dan
1 Gresnberg

- out-apoken, y b

Harry (Blly Crystal) ahnm a Chica-
go-New York ride with conservative,
over-organized, rigid Sally (Meg
Ryan). He's so relaxed, if he didn't

have style and lnlclligcnw he'dbea -

slob while she clearly {a the queen of
. fussbudgetry with a surface eoating
of false optimism.

An unllkely couple, true, but thl.s

Grading the movies

make ‘Harry’ a winner

(F, PG, 98 mlnutes), an infantlle,
poorly-paced, borlng exerclse In dls-
tilling the worst of “Beach Party”
and “Spring Break™ movies.
Scenarists Robin Swicord, Lanler
Laney and Terty Sweeney, wilh the
connivance of Dircctor Zeldn Bar-
ron, would have us belteve that there
were, even among the most conserve
ative clements of the South In 1968,
lnur such slily, naive and cliched
as the girls who star in

‘Top matks - sure o pleasa

A | Closabehind - exceltant
Stlitin running for top honors
Preity good siulf, not perfect

saga of thelr lengthy

s fon 1 helr Tobles, ﬁ’?.’,?:ﬁ [B_{eood
{gvli:g folks troubled by fite and by: 8- |Good but nolablo deficlencles
urban seene. of the 7 [C+ [Just neut abova average

Relner directed Nora Ephron's
witty and llterate script with fine
. touch, while keeplng the entire pro-
" duction firmly in hand. Taken with
superb performances by Crystal and
Ryan — plus Carrle Fisher and Bru-

C |#edlocre
Nol so hotand slipping fast
The very besi of the poor stuft

“Shag.” Maybe there were, but they
sure aren't entertalning. Neither is
this film.

Carson (Phocbe Cates), Melaina
(Bridget Fonda), Pudge {Annabcth
Gish) and Luanne (Page Hannah) lle
to thefr pareats about a trip to Fort
Sumpter In erder to sncak eff to the
Myrtle Beach Sun Festival for thelr
Inst high school fling.

is alleged satlre of soclal mores
and talent contests Is heavy-handed
and totally unfunny, while the
“Shag" dance contest sequences —
supposedly the spark to exeite avdl-
ences — are pretty lame, too.

WEAK CHOREOGRAPHY and
weaker still camera work detracts
by constantly cutting away from
full-shots of the dancers to relatively

meanlngless close-ups of faces and
feet. Of course, thelr danelng Isn't all
that terrific either 50 maybo it's Just

0o Kirby as their best fricnds — the (D [Poor
D- |t doesn’t get much worse
slow-moving moments, just a con- .
stantly cngaging play of wit, comedy F_{Truly awtul
- - and romance, kmages flowing swiftly |Z | Ressrved for tho bad
- 80 that the fllm's is in- - as well.
lense. There's a lot more than 90 || No odvanced screening

minutes In this 90 minutes.
Relner’s episodie structure — bits
; and pleces of Harry and Sally’s rela-
tionshlp spread over 12 years — are
ted neatly together with vignettes of
. varlous, unrelated couples posing for
golden wedding anniversary por-
tralts while commenting on thelr

- marltal experience.

IT REALLY Is one of the funnlest
movies in a long time with Crystal
and Ryan’s superb performances
making this Relner-Ephron collabo-
ratien work 50 well. Blily Crystal s
at hls very.bmit creaung a specific

character while 'doing hls famillar
and well-regarded routlnes,
Mcg Ryan is in control of Sally’s

“character all the way, It's the kind of

role that could easily get out of hand
and turn into a burlesqued sham.
Ryan“avoids " (bat "lrap” and ‘under-
plays Sally just right. Desplte her
quirks, Sally is appeallng, humorous
and lovable. More important, Ryan
holds her own and is never
overwhelmed by the strength of
Crystal’s performance,

You guessed it, a great movie.

Which 1s not the casc with “Shag™
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A look at d|fferent Worlds

By Johh Managhan
speclal wiiter :

Worlds apart In both content and
design,- China’s “Red Sorghum” and
the '503 musfeal “An American In

- Parls” still have some slmiarities.
Aslde from thelr striking uso of col-
or, both scrccn at arca theaters thls

- week.

I '“Red Sorghum" (1987), which
: premiered at the Detrolt Film The-
- atre last season, begins o week-long
. run-tonight at the Michigan Theatre
in Ann Arbor. The eplc story exam-
ines a woman's life and the plight of
her patlve China during the Japa-
! nese invasion in the "40s.

. As the film opcos, a bride pre-
- pares for her arranged marriage to
a rich sorghum distiller stricken
with leprosy. Brilliant detalls
highlight fier red dress and the vel-
vet scdan chafr which ber bearers
jostle while dellvering snide re-
marks abaut the sinister groom.
The busband never appears oo

‘The danclng, the writing, the act-
Ing — everything in fact — is lack-
Ing vivaclty, humor and entertain-

ment,

“Scencs from the Class Stroggle in
Beverly Hills” (F, R, 100 mioutes) is
In the same class. It's also preten-

ous,

Paul Bartel and Mary Woronov
have such a heavy-hand with satire
that they are able to take clever {de-
as — remember “Eatlng Raoul” —
and turn them into dull and embar-
rassing productions that start well
and meander to tiresome conclu-

lons.
This time they didn't start with a

screen por does the nnrruwr. who wo
discover s the woman's grandson.
“The film hny the mythic quality of a
story handed down for generations
as the woman's relationshlp with a
man of the ficlds takes more than
one strange turn, The second half fo-
cuses on brutal war and reafstance.
Zhang Yimou directed this first
feature after great acclakm as a cin-
ematographer, Hls style draws com-
parison to Akira Kurcsawa and Ser-
glo Leone, who also knew how to use
wide screen to both open up a story
and close in on a character’s psyche.

“RED SORGHUM" has wan sever-
al awards, ncluding the Golden Bear
at the 1988 Berlln Film Festlval,
where it was hailed as the film that
“puts Chinese clnema on the map."”
More than a glmpsc of anather cul-
ture, It's llke a view Into an allen
world.

The world presented in Vincente
Minelll's “An Amerlcan in Parls"
(1951) s a far cheerler one, Candy
calors greet Gene Kelly when he

'SCREEN SCENE

takes up residence in the City of
Lights, The {lim screens this Friday
and Saturday at the Redford The-
atre.

“T'll Bujld a Stairway to Heaven,”
“I've Got Rbythm" and ‘“Love Is
Here to Stay” just scratch the sur-
face of George and Ira Genhwln
tunes covered.:

The highlight remains the 18-min-
ute dream ballet. Here, palnter Kel-
ly searches for the woman he loves
in various Paris locations, each Ila-
splred by Impressionist and Post-
Impressionist canvases. The
scquence reportedly took six months
of rehearsal and a month to actually
film, with a price tag of more than
$450,000.

For MGM, it was a landmark, pav-
Ing the way for other Insplred musl-
cals of the '508. And while the fllm as
a whole may not have deserved all
the attention it recelved at the Acad-
emy Awards (best screemplay), it
conilnues to charm audicnces, espe-
cially on the big sereen,

ARBOR SILENT FILM

: ", Berkshira Hilton, I-94 at Shlﬁ. A.nu

Ml}hr Call 761-8288 for (nformation.
Btarts at $ p, July 30, ($2.50 general,
#1.40 members)

The soclety’s tridute lo classle allent
. forclgn fMims with a stop In Rus-
Cala; T Earty” {1930), when 8 group of
* pexsants band together to buy a tractar,
mukder results, A simple plot s oversha-
dowed by loeredible Images. With “Be-
* thin Meadow™ (1930), a rare {(Im by Ser-
ge! Elsensteln, along with &  colo:
sequenct from his “Ivan the Ttrﬂhle"
(1948}

CINEMA GUILD, Modern Language
Bulldlag, Aan Arbor. Call £94-0027 for Lo-
formation. (5250 single feature, $3.50
double) -

. The '508 — “Plcnle” (USA — 1950),
7:30 p.m. July 28, Sexy vagabond William
Holden blows Into a small town fust In
Ume for the annual Fourth of Jaly pienle.
e leaves tho town in an emotlonal sham-
bles in ths worlhy film version of the
stage play, shown bere In pe.

" With "Roman Hollday” (USA'~ 1954) at
9:35 pm., starring Audrey fepburn as a
pampered p: rl.neus u7u¢ to get away
from it A!.l wl!h Grej

N *“Taxi Dri (USA 191!) 7:30 and
9:30. pm.” .ruly 29, Martin Scorsese’s
masterplecs, starring Rebert DeNiro a9
ihe.vigllanta ttle character determined
to “clean the scum off the streets” of
New York.

m-:morr msmmcu. MUS!:UM,

$208 Woodward, Detrolt. Call 833-1419
. for. Jtlormation. {$2 adults, §1 children

and zenlot ¢ltlzens)

“Mlracle In Harlem"” (USA — 1948), 1
p.m. July 29 and 3 p.m. July 30. Steppln’
Felchit stars In this rarely screened com-
ic film concludlng the museum's ambl-
tlous focus on films made with and for
black audiences in the '30s and ‘403,

X THEATRE, 211 Woodward, De-
Lrolr. Cal) 587-7000 for Murmnuon (m)
“Lawrence of Arabin” (Brita

examining the lle of a young woman and
the tragic turn China takes during the
ananuelnvulon In the *40s.,
“The Last Emperor” (USA -~ 1987),
9:15 p.m, July 25-26. Bernardo Bertolue-
cl's epic story o{ Pu Y], the last empervr
of China and his traglc Journey from a
*203 socialite to potltical puppet Lo simple

gnrd:ner.

with a View" (Britaln ~
mo), 9:45 pm. July 28 and cls p.m.
July 0.  EM.

1983), through July 30. David L '

ly restored eple, starring Peter 0'Toolo
as the legendary British soldler T.E.
Lawrence, Held over by popular demand.

v

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI
BRARY, 18301 Michigan, Dearborn. Clﬂ
943-2330 for Informatle

on, (Free)
- Abbolt and Costello Night” 7 p.m.
July 24. Featuring a collection of comic
shorts, including “The Haunted House™
(1834),

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 29415 Sev-
en Mile, Livonia, Call 476-1168 for infor.
matlon. (Free)

*What's the Matter with Helen?” (USA
— 1971), 10 am. July 25 Macabre
Wiriiler with Debbie nmeldl and Shelly
Winters trylog o eraso thelr sordl
by launching a Hollywood school (or 5ul~
ed kds, Concluding the mali's mouth-long
tribute to Debble Reynolds.

mmmN THEATRE, 18301 B, LIy’

arty, Ann Arbor. For Informatlon, call
689-8307, (u ngulu and $3.23 students’
and senlor c!

“Red Soty nm" (China'— 1p88), Joly
24-2¢ {call for show tlmes). An epic fllm

1

Fo mur nove) about a young womm and
her aunt awept away by the romance of
Florence, Italy,

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360 Lahser,
Detroit. Call 537:2560 for informatlon.

)

“An American lo Parls” (USA — 1851),
8 pam. July 28-29. Gene Kelly sings and
dances to George Gershwin tanes in this
*classlc MGM muslcal.

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward Ave.,
Detrolt, Call 983-3918 for Informatlon
and show umm. (l).u adults, §2 nu&nu
md or

Promhu loKaep." 1.lslg:n .Iuly n
Narrated by Martln
man's four-year llruwu with lcdml hu—
reaucracy 1o help (e homeless. (§5 ad-
ralsslon this flim only)}

““The valpwr" (Australia/New Zea-
land — 1968), July 26-30 (ca)l for ahow
tlmes). A group of medleval copper
ers tunnel through the earth to find them-
sclves ' In modem-day New Zealind.
Winner of an Australlan award for best
pleture.

Billy Crysta! plays Harry Burns and Mog Ryan is Snlly Albrlghl in Rob Ralner'n mw titm,
"

“When Harry Met Sally .

very clever idea and they relled
beavlly on crude and Infantile mate-
rial supposedly to comment on the
Idte rich on the lower west coast. All
they accomplished was fllming 100
minutes of embarrassingly slow-
paced, ridletlous meanderings of a
group of unappealing people.

The story-line has two househoys
bettlng that they can scduce cach
aother’s employers, the receat divor-
cce (Mary Woronov) and the recent
widow (Jacqueline Bisset). The
seductlons have all the grace and ap-
peal of bascball bats and take place
on a weckend filled with varlous
famlly crises, strange family mem-
bers and adolescent, uncredible dia-
logue. There may very well be peo-
ple like these in the world, but let's
not advertise it.

Satire should be funny and deal
with important and cngaging human
characteristies. It also helps if it is
entertalning. “Scenes from the Class
Struggle. . . " Isnone of those.

“WARM NIGHTS oo a Slow Mov-
log Traln” {B-, R, 90 minutes) is
about the cholees we make in the
face of the choices that are made for
us. It's also about hope in spite of
hopelessness, despalr In the light of
lonellness and the sexual manipula-
tions Inherent in human nature,

Australian  film {eatures
Wendy Hughes as an art teacher who
becomes a weekend prostitute and Is
drawn Into espionnge and murder.
The flim is largely successful be-
cause of her talents. "Warm Nights

.. " offers just enough curiosity
und intrigue to make a thoughtful di-
verslion for the grown-ups this sum-
mer, ewd by Susan Fincham

“Wierd Al" Yankovic hay a good .

sense of satire, particularly when it
comes to the media and “UHF” (B,
PG-13, 90 minutes), his first motlon
plcture, lets televislon programming
have jt with both barrels,

There's some very funny stuff in
“UHF" as George Newman (Yanko-
vic) assumes management of Chan-
nel 62, a broken-down UHF televl-
slon station on the verge of bank-
ruptey. IU's also on the edge of town.
George's lnnovative programmlng
— welrd is a better description —
captures audlence enthusiasm and a
major market share.

Michael Richards Is especlally
good as Stanley Spadowskl, born to
be a janltor but suceessful as & TV
star. “UHF" starts slow, Includes
some gross gags and is a bit to broad

and farclcal at timea. On the whole,
It's enjoyable with excellent comle
routines,

PLAYING:
“Batman” (C+)(PG-13) 12¢ minutes.
Michael Keaton (s a dud In the Utle
role but Jack Nicholson's Joker is terrif-

ic.
“Dead Poets Soclety” (A+) (PG) 124
minutes.

utes.

Robin Witliams® seasltlve portralt of a
fine teacher is complimented by excel-
Tent young actors as hls students.

“Do the Right Thiog™ (B++) (R) 120
minutes.

Sharp, Inctalve and cotertatnlng com-
mentary on today’s urban America.

“Fleld of Dreams” (B+) (PG) 111 min-

utes.

Fanciful baseball story as fowa farmer
builds dlamond so Shoeless Joe Jackson
can play agatn.

“Ghostbusters 51" (C-} {r‘) 102 min-
ules.
llu[mlnnny\hcs«on tn

Seef g

WIS

RS

“Greal Balls of Fire" (C’(PG 13) 105 ..

minutes.

Jerry Lee Lewis (s encrgdc and enter- *

talning but blography is hoky whitewash
of a decadent life,

“Honey, T Shruok the Kl‘ " (B+) (PG)
105 minutes. r
1t's fun but it ain't casy tde small.
“Inélapa Jonet and the st Cruaade”
{B+)(PG-13) 120 minutes. }
Good entertalnment, hl cnough 2l
ready.

“Rarate Kid l‘ll"(D-)(PG 105 ménutes. .

Boring, cliched soquel

el
“Lethal Weapoa 11" (B-+ () 115 min- -

utes.

Glover and Gibson do ftigaln in high,

albeit violent, style. '

VIDEO VIEWING

By Dan Greenborg
spoclal writer

1t you're looking nmumi for sum-

Don't miss this fun Wtk Elayne .

Boosler or, for anothet happy 70

minutes, try "Leo Buseglia: Give

Love,” Buscagllas offen dovzns u(
storles,

mer entertainment on
some ol Vestron's four new ancs
available July 26. As always, it's a
good news/bad news scene.

On the bright side is a delightful
hour-leng comedy special, first
cable-cast in 1985, starring one very
funny woman. yne ler: Par-
1y of One” is a tape worth watching
several times.

Although there are a few opening
vignettes fenturing David Letter-
man, Bill Cosby, Dr. Ruth, Larry

“Bud" Melman and Brotber Theo-
dore, the show belongs to Boosler
whose stand-up comedy fllls most of
this tape with laughter.

Quite frankly the “pame” draws
featured in uwsc vignettes set in a
nice urban design may be necessary
to sell tapes, but Boosler easlly sus-
taing this hour on her own.

As Boosler covers a wide range of
topics — dating, food, belng single in
the '80s, pets, shopping, Ronald
Reagan — she draws a clever and
appealing view of life in the big city,
Her outspoken routlnes, although
deserving of an R-rating, are not of-
fensive as much night-club material
is and they offer a Hght-hearted vlew

sages and Inclsive viewson how w
celebrate the joy of life.

ON THE downside, bwever, is *

e 2

“The Tunnel,” billed asa twist on »
the "Fatal Attractlon” genarlo. It *

never falls to amaze me shen talent-
ed peop!
ing, unpleasant films tha'are not at
all entertalning. ]

Nonetheless Peter Wefer (“Robo- *

cop,” “Buckarco Banzl” “Levl-

le consent to appar in bor-

athan"), Jane Seymour {"Live and "

Let Die,” the TV mini xeries “War "

and Remembrance”) and the noted
European actor Fernind Rey (“The

French Conncetlon T g} 1) are ln *

“The Tunnel" Wellerand Seymour
are on screen for mdt of the film.
It’s their baby and n¢ a very good
one elther,

Weller is an artist 'sho becomes '
with his lovir, Jane Sey. *
mour, who is marriedto Fernando *

o

Rey. He was first attacted to her
because she was Intenly staring at
one of his palntings h a gallery.
From her intent gazche knew she
understood him. Give re a break.
Part of the problem tay be this Is

of sex, the sexes and
well as all those other urban topl lu.

Ploase tun to Pago 4

Ha Ha Ha, Hee Hee Hee,

JOIN THE GIGGLE GANG!

‘Moms and Dads, take note: Wednesdays
are Glggle Gang Days al Qakland Mall

\
July 26 through August 30, Oakland Mall hosts six speciat 4 ;'
Wednesday events for you and your kids. The fun starts '

at-11:00 a.m. In the Mall's Center Court.

- July 26th: The Bernle Stevens Mogic Show

The glggles are guaranteed. For the performance 4
schedule and more Information call 585-6000. 14"

Hudson's, JCPennay, Sears ond ovor 140 graot stores and sorvicas . 1
Hours: Mon.-Sal. 10 om.-@ p.m.; Sun. 12-5 pm. . N
Mot gift certificalos avalioble In mall office § am.§ pm. woekdoys. .

14 Mile at 1-75

OAKLAND MALL [}

st
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