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A simple cquation In the musle
business: Simple lyrics plus ldealism
ccquals snickers from critics.

Show of Hands, a Callfornia based
three-person acoustical outflt, Is no
exception. Their self-titled debut al-
bum on LR.S. Records has been on
the recelving end of both positlve
and negative reviews,

The reasons fer lklng the LP are
many, including nice harmonies and
skillful musicianship, On the other
slde, the rose-colored views present-
od on the album might be consldered
samewhat naive,

“I think one of lbe reasons It
sparks cynlclsm is that some of the
lyrics are so direct,” said Randell
Kirsch, whose group will perform
‘l‘uudny at The Ark in Ann Arbor.
“They're easy to make fun of be-
cause they are 5o Idealistic. Some of
the reviewers sald it sounded like we
are irying o save the world.

“We're a band that belleves any-
lhinx you do changes the world."

“I think eynicism s part of the
problem,” added band member Lu-
Ann Qlson. “It's something to hide
behind. I know because I was cynleal
atone time.”

Oh really? There lsn’t a cynlcal
syllable utlered on the Show of
Hands LP. Songs dlrectly address
things ke love ("Real Love"), war
{“Another War”) and God (“God
Made the World").

Like the song titles suggest, there
is no underlying message or surreal
imagery. What we have here, folks,
is a band that tells like it really is,

AND THAT has iis pluses and
minuses, Some people already know
war Is bad, love is good. People usu-

* ally don't a need & musical group to
tell them as such.

, there ls always the draw-

back of belng automatically labelled

as a political band, which Show of
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Chris Hickey (left), Randetl Kirach and Luunn Olson of Show of Hands don't benl around the
musical bush on their views of the.world.

Hands turns & thumbs down to. They
also disdain any comparisons to Pe-
ter, Paul and Mary,

Yet the musical clarity is what
helps sell the package. Davld Ker-
shenbaum produced “'Show of
Hands." He helped bring a sparse
sound that didn't allow the lyrics to
become cchoes but actual state-
ments,

Kershenbaum's had experience in
this area before, working with Tracy
Chapman on her stunning debut LP
on Elcktra records last year.

“1 think the best thing David dld
was allow us to let go of kt,” Olson
said.

‘That was dliflcult, especlally since
each member of the group Is a
songwrlter. With three people with

separate ideas, the normally chaotic
state of recording would have been
heightened. Kershenbaum provided
the serenity to make it work.

Members found they do have simi-
lar world views that puts everything
Into focus.

And every member of the group
was upset to see the footage of the
recent crackdown in China, Show of
Hands spent threc weeks there, even
performing as street musiclans in
Tiananman Square,

Shew of Hands went as part of a
cullural exchange program, per-
forming before crowds of 13,000
each night.

“IT BREAKS my heart,” Olsen
sald. “When we were there, they

were Just beginnlng the peaceful
protests. They were golng about it In
such ratlonal manner. I thought they
were making great strides . . . and
then it seems they went backward
1,000 years.”

“We've been hesitant to get ln
touch with any friends we had made
there,” Kirsch said. “They're arrest-
ing anyone associated with Western
culture. I did promise to write a song
for someope over there. So one song
will come from our experience.”

Show of Hands will open for In-
digo Girls at 7:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Tuesday, July 25, at The Ark, 637
S. Main, Ann Arbor. Tickets are
$12.50 in advance. For informa-
tion, call 99-MUSIC.

Tour sparks questlon Who cares?

Here's some udvlcc for all you
rock and rollers: Skip The Who's
mammoth tour, which comes to
town Tuesday,

Save $25. Stay home, Watch
reruns. Read Sartre. Glve blood.
‘Talk to your parents. Anything.

Let's face it, who goes to the
Sliverdome anymore? Nobody. Pls-
tons fans don’t. Lions fans don't.
Only tractor pull devotees hang out
In that Inflatable cavern these days.
It's just not the place to be scen, IU's
30 big and empty. It's s0 '70s,

Admittedly, the Who Is likely to
attract enough fans to fill the place.
After 25 years, the last few olfering
nothing but an occasional mediocre
dricordlng. The Who is still a big
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It doesn’t hurt to fit the classie
rock format. The Who, Led Zeppelin
and The Rolling Stones are rock
bands that no longer exist or come to
1tfe only once in awhile, But tkey are
gsce popular now as they have ever

n. .

This sustained popularity s due in
part to the classic rock format,
which has breathed new Life {nto old
songs and old bands, at the expense
of new music,

‘This Who tour is reaping blg bene-
flts from classic rock stations,
Locally, the stations and advertising
cllents are offering plenty of ticket
glve-aways, The stations are giving
the band plenty of airplay as well.

SOME MIGHT argue whelber the

band's 25th is worth celcb

in wlo

- may well be, but the band is Hkely to

get rich celebrating regardicss of the
occasfon's worth,

Pete Townshend, the band's
songwriter/philosopher, told Rolling
Stone magazine that generous Amer-
icans are going to insist on sending
the band home from its tour very
wealthy.

Very gencrous of us isn't 1t?

Bassist John Entwistle has sold
some of his massive bass gultar col-
lectlon but sald it isn't because he's
broke. He still has a mansion, he
sald.

Singer Roger Daltrey has tried
acting, but without notable success,

Townshend, Daltrey and Entwistle
have never enjoyed Lhe success,

pursults as thcy havc 28 members of
the band.

The band hadn't had much success
on the record charts in recent years
cither. When they broke up several
years ago and we were told we'd
never be hearing from them 2gain.

But the pressures to re-form in
time to commemorate this annlver-
sary must bave been too great, and
the money too templing. They
launched a stadium tour with a buge
band.

This doesn't offer much for the
fan. There Is plenty of good rock and
rotl to go around in this town, but It
won't be found in the Silverdome this

week.
— Brian Lysaght

IN CONCERT

© TODD RURDGREN

Todd Rundgren will perform at 7:30
p.m. Monday, July 24, at the Royal Musle
‘Theatre. Tickeis are §18.50. For laforma-
Uon, call 546-7610.

@ RODERT NOLL

Robert Noll Blues Mission
form on Wednesday, July 26, ni Rlck't
Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbor, For infor-
matlon, call 996-2747.

o ‘I‘ME GEAR
&t noon

wlll  perform
Wednud.ly. .luly 26, at WIyne State Unl-
versity Underground Concert Series, Gul-
len Mall, acroas (rom the Student Ser-
vices Bnlldlnx Also, the group performs

al 10:30 p.am. Thuudly. July 27, at the

arden Bowl's “Rock'nBowl,” 4120
V/codward, Detrolt, For ln!armnllnn call
8339850,

® AL
A Wil pesform with speclal guests,
Thrash Brats an d, 0o Thurs-

d Skully Squa
day, July 27, at Blondle's, 21179 W. Seven
Mile, Detroit. For Information, call $35-
8108,

© BADLANDS

Badlands will perform on Thursday,
July 27, at the Ritz, 17580 Frazho, Rose-
ville. For [nformgatlon, call 778-8150.

® GOODER & THE PEAS
Goober & The Peas will perform on

‘Thursday, July 27, at Alvin’s, 5756 Cass,

Detrvit. For information, call 832-2355.

‘© BROKEN YOYO

Broken Yoyo will perform on Thurs-
day, July 27, at Novi Sheraton Oaks,
27000 Sheraton Dr. For Informatlon, call
348-5000, The band wlili also perform on
Saturday, July 29, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,
Detrolt, For ipformatlon, call 832-2355.

. Jmm REED
oo Friday,

y Reed will perform
July T, at Sully's, 4158 Groeatleld, sorts
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Here are the top 10 z00gs oo WWWW-
FAL

1. “What's Golo’ oo In Your World”

Gecr: Strale,

2. “In a Letter to You," E4dy Ravea,
ever Sce Midnights Again
' Rodeo.

. “Cathy’s McEntire.
6. "?a Don't Love Nobody,” Desert Rose

Bln

7. "Why'd You Come Here Looking Like
That?,” Dolly Paricn,
ouston Solutlon,” Roanie Milsap,
Blues,” Merle Baggard.
. “Timber, I'm Falling in Lave,” Patty
Loveless.

of Mickigan Avenue, Dearborn, For tofor-
matlon, call 846-5377,

© UNCLE SAN
Unele Sam will perform with Skam
Oddessey on Friday, July 28, at Blon-
die’s, 21179 W. Seven Mlle, Detrolt. For
informatlon, call 533-8103.

0 CARUSO

Caruso wil) perform on Satarday, Joly
29, at Jameson's, 1812 N. Mala, Royal
Oak. For information, call 547-8470.

o VARDWO JONES -
oban;

" Joncs wl

on Salurd:y. July 29, at Ho\ry Dicks, usx
Dearborn. For information,

call Sll 3550

® MUCKY PUP

® BIGTOWN
Big Town will petform on Fri
&ﬂnrday, July 1&:? at Griffs Grul 49

Saginaw,

© DETROIT BLUES
Detrolt Blues Band, featuring Jimmy’

MeCarty, will orm on Saturday, July

29, at Sully's, 4758 Greenfleld, north olu .
Michlgan Avesue, Dearborn. For nfor-?

mation, call 846-5377.

© BRUCE COCXBURN
Bruce

29, at the Rogal
W. Fourth St 'nckm are $17.50 In ad-

vace. For Information, call 99-MUSIC. -+

@ J00L8 FORJADE
Jools for Jade will perform on Satur-:
dﬂ]. July 29, at Stacley’s, 340 Plit St.”
For information, call B33-3443.

Johnny “Yerd Dog"
ones parforms Sat-
& urday, July 28, at
Moby Dicks in Dear-
born.

LOCAL

Here are 10 scags on “Detrolt Mumic
Scene,” which Is bexrd 4-5 pm. Saoday
{repeated §:30-0:30 p.m. Toesday).

1. No Room to Swing the Cat,” Robber.

THE IRON MAN
— Pete
Townshend

One of the best things to come out
of the demise of The Who been
Pete Townshend's solo career,

Other members of the band have
not exactly set the recording world
on fire with thelr own work. Yet
we've seen Mr. Townshead evolve
{rom a gultar smashing hero of mods
to cne of the most thoughtful and ac-
complished artists of our time.

Evea from the sclf-destructive pa-
ture presented on his second solo LP,
“Empty Glasy” (ATCO), Tovnshend
. has grown as he's come (o grips with

- himself as an artist, and as a person.
: Pete Townshend doesn't need musle
 (despite this out-for-the-money tour),
mnﬂc needs Pete Townshend.

latest LP, “The Iron Man,”
(Alhnu:) Is certalnly his most amble
tious to dato along the lines of “Tom-
g benla."

ter, “Houru: " who Is a 10-year-old

y. Other performers on the album

lnclnde blues great John Lee Hooker
as “The Iron Man" and Who vocallst
Roger Daltrey "Hogarth's Father.”

It's Daltrey who provides the most
aggressive moment on the album,
doing a remake of Arthur Brown's
“Flre.* Otherwise, this is a very
muslcally serene all

Part of the reason lies in that
Townshend did most of the writing
for Tha Iron Man" on an acoustic
gultar. He disdainy the use of an
electric ope due to his well-publi-
clzed hearing loss.

‘This conceptunl work deﬂnlu:xy
has an casy feel toit, which makes it
endearing and enjoyable. No longer
13 Townshend compelied to writo an-
thems or conform Lo the pop world,

In a children's book, he'a found In-

my” and 2

. “The Iron Man" Is tho musical ad-

*  aptation of a children's bock by Poct
+Laureate Ted Hughes. Townshend
um on Lhe rolo of the main charac-

and! as a result, we've
loundu great plece of musie.
— Larry O'Connor

HOME .
— BoDeans

Thls Is the BaDeans flrst LP since
thelr 1987 retease, “Qutslde Looking
In," and a lot has happened to the
band In the Interim.

It shows on many levels.

BoDeans are a very hard working
band and they have been touring
quite extenslvely since 1887, which
explains the large gap between LPs.
The difference between this LP,
“Home" (Slash Records), and “Out-
side Looking In" is akin to the dlffer-
cence in their live shows {n Traxx in
1986 and Ann Arbor in 1988,

At the earller show, the BoDeans
were fresh, exciting, Just good guys
having a good lime ploying what
they liked most. At the Ann Arbor
show, they were sharp, “profession-
al” impersonal, going through the
motions,

‘The things that hava happened to
them have ohvioua!y affected them,
somelimes not to thelr advantage.

‘They toured aix weeks wilh U2, and |,

while that !s a major step for expo-

sure, 1 think gultarist Kurt Neumann

(Bcau BoDenn), spent too many
nights checking out The Edge's

cquipment. This is most cvident on-

“Brand New” and “You Den't Get
Much" when even the drums are U2-

They also performed on the Rob.
ble Robertson LP and his Influence
Is notable lyrically, especially on
“Red Rlver,” which coincidentally

I3

was written between shows with

Roberison (according to the sleeve

notes). Thelr lyrics betray the fact

that thoy've been touring for awklle,
m “When the Love Is Good” —

"And 1 get s0 tired of love on the
phone/I'm standing here "when I
should be at home."” — o, as offered
in “Far Far Away From My Heart”
—"“Pm so tired of fighling with
myself, as I curse tho telephone
along these llnes."

Musically, they range from the
melancholy Springsti “No

Far Away From My Heart” to the

sanitized good time rock’n'roll of

"Good Work."” The latter {s dedicated

to Jerry Leo Lewls and is aleo men-

E:encd on the sleeve potes ey h.nvlna
in

HILLBILLY MUSIC
—- various artists

Country music gets a bad rap, and
that just ain't right.

Y'all know what I mean. Just get a
group of folks together, ‘mention
country music, and listen to the
snickers.

So go abead and langh. But for

every dippy comntry song, there’s
plmly r.m will make your spirits
s0ar.

Merle Haggard has written some
of the finest lyrics in American mu-
sic, but he's dismissed a3 a yahoo for

singing “Okle from Muskogee.” In
the 60s, Buck %wws 2rsembled a

great country hits, before his career
languished a3 a co-star on TV's “Hes
Haw,”

The great soul and rock mml::ol
the '60s has been redlscovered in
ccnt yc.m. but vintage country I.s

Va.,
with members of U2l!] Thia prompts
one questlon. Who cares?

These song are not strong enough
to overcome the “glosyy™ feel of the
new BoDeans.

— Cormac Wright

ostly

But that conld ehangu. Capitol -
ccords has just releazed a 24vong
compllnllrm of its country hita from
the Iate "4Cs and '50s, “Bilibllly Mo-
sle. . . Theok God! Velums 1.7

Many zongs in the collactica dem-

v

onstrate a playfulnesa coumtry mu:n;""‘

can capture Lke no other music. In
category are Hank Thompson's

“How Cold Hearted Can Yon Ga)"

“Stratosphere  Beogie™

Bryant with Speedy West, a.nd “Live’
Fast, Lave Hard, Die Yom, tfy

Faron Young:

Tte Thompson aod Bryzat nome
bers feature bot eloctric and atee]

find it in b vteren.




