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Gottfried
redefines
‘zaniness

By Bob Sadlor
speclal wrlter

- Gilbert Gottfried is more at home
‘on stage than he s staying in the
countless hotel rooms on the road.
And he certainly doesn't scem very
comfortable talking to reporters.

LM glve terrible interviews,” he
. said, when reached at still another
hotel before a show — this one in
Tucson, Ariz. “A lot of times I'll be
(n a city and not see anything but the
hotel and the club.”

- ,Opce he hits the stage, hawever,
you haven't seen anyene qulte lke
Gilbert Gottfried.

. Touted In some circles as the
“ritost Inventive comle since Robin
Willlnms," Gottfried constantly
comes at you frem off-the-wall an-
gles, with a variety of characters
and Impressions.

But If you ask him to describe his
act, you'll find him at a loss for
words.

‘“That's a tough question,”
Gottfrled sald. “I have no idea. I try
not-to listen to my act. It's some-
where between Pat Boone and the

- Hillside Strangler,

“All the bits that I do every night
are things that I actually started on
stage.”!

" GOTTFRIED grew up In Brooklyn
and admits that his childhood was
sémewhat of a blur. But he

sald. “T was there with 500 people
wlth guitars trylog to sing ke Bab
Dylan.”

Eventually, Gottfried moved on to
comedy glgs that paid, and things
started to happen. His zaniness wag
spotted by MTV, which hired him to
do a series of commercials. Most no-
table of these was a spot on how he
helped The Who get 1ts name.

The MTV commercials were the
first rea) natlonal opportunity for
Goltfried, and through his success
there, he landed more jobs, pitching

~ltems like O Henry! candy bars and
Banquet chicken, You may have also “I refer to it as the ‘Best Comedl-
noticed him ducing a very brief ap- an Who Happened to be in Town

“Dice” Clay, in the yet-to-be-re-
feased {ilm “Ford Fairlane.” He has
also made frequent appearances on
“Late Night with Davld Letterman,”

Gottfried responds to the fame
and accolades he has earned by not
taking hlmself very seriously.

‘IF T WAS doing comedy for
myself, I'd probably walk out and
ask the manager for my money
back.”

He's won the Charlle Award as
Best Male Comedian In New York
three times — and doesn't care.

wds inconsplcuous In life and in

school.

-.“1 always thought that the class

c{nwn; ended up as shipping clerks,”
Id.

hesal

i While still in his teens, he started
playlng In the varlous clubs around
Greenwhich Village.

“.MIt didn't pay anything,” Gottfried

in a VISA That Night Award,'” he said. 1
filmed at The Improv in Los Angeles  don't place that much Importance in
— where they don't take American  it. It does make a good paperweight,

Express, though.”

In addition to hls TV work, became
Gottiried also made an appearance  when discussing the state of comedy
in “Beverly Hills Cop II,” which he  in 1989, however. With the phenome-
cansldered a major break. Recently,
he has donc work with comedy’s lat.
est bad boy Brooklyn's Andrew

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who {2 appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Netwspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150,

© BEA'S KITCHEN

Jim MecClais, Mork St} and
Downtown Tany. Brown will perform
on Friday and Saturday, July 28-29,
at Bea's Comedy Kitchen, S41
Larned, Detrolt. Showtlmes are ¢
p.m. and 11:15 p.m. For information,
call 981-2581. ¢

©. CHAPLIN'S EAST

‘Tony Hayes will appecar on
Wednesday and Thursday, July 26
27, and Gilbert Gottfried will appear
Friday and Saturday, July 26-29, at
Chaplin’s East, 34244 Groesbeck,
Fraser, Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8:30

Michaetl Web-
ster got
hooked on tri-
athalons - when
he and his col-
lege roommate

dacided to p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
frain for alocal urday. For Information, call 792-
triathlon in 1902,

Kankakes, lIl.

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Tommy Blaze will appear Thurs-

day-Saturday, July 27-29, at Chap-

lin's Plymouth in the Plymouth Hil-

ton, 14707 Northville Road, Plym-

outh. For information, call 4544680,

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Roger Peltz will appear Tuesday-
Saturday, July 25-29, at Chaplin's
West, 16890 Telegraph, south of Six
Mite, Detrolt. For infermatlon, call
533-8868,

© HOLLY HOTEL

Rob Lederman will perform along
with Michael Bonner and Mark Da-
vids Thursday through Saturday,
July 27-20, at Hotly Hotel, 110 Battle
Alley, Holly, Show tlmes arc 8:30
pr. with addltional 10:30 pm.

nal growth of the comedy club cir-
cult and the sumber of comics fight-
ing for breaks In the *80s, be wonders
what the next decade will bring.

“1 think comedy will become the
McDonald's of the ‘00s, with-all the
chains of clubs,” he said. “I klod of
wonder §f the audlences witl ever get
tired of it They could be tired of me
atready.

“I'd like Lo be known as the man
who kllled stand-up.”

Gilbert Gottfried will appear
this Friday and Saturday ot
Chaplin’s East, 34244 Groesbeck,
Fraser, Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
and 10:30 p.m. For reservations,
call 762-1902,

f 5:2,\8 STEAK HOUSE
. “PH. 637-5800 _g
.5Mile» Corner of Inkster

° SUNDAY
{ISHOWTIME .%iny., SudEh  4.10 P

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS 4-6 PV ONLY

Stutted Cabb .95
Baked Spaghatti with A Choese .85
Roast Tyrkey Dinner 50
B8.B.Q. RIbs 5.

COMEDY CLUBS
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shows on Fridoy and Saturday. For
information, ezll 634-1819.
© JOEY'S LIVONIA

SRO acd Tim Butterfield will per-
form en Thursday through Saturday,
July 27-29, at Joey's Comedy Club,
3607t Plymaouth Read, Livonla,
Showtimes are 9 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and 8:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
g;n;urday. For reservations, call 261-.

5.

© SJOEY'S WYANDOTTE

SRO will perform on Sunday, July
30, at Shats on the Water, 507 Blddle
Ave., Wyandotte. Showtime Is 9:30
paa. For information, call 281-
SHOT.

© KOMEDY KORNER

Joho Ratbbone will perform on
Wednesday through Saturday, July
26-29, at the Komcdy Korner, 161
Riverside, west of Cuclette, Windsor,
For informatlon, call (518) 252-6848.

© LOONEY BIN

Rubla, Rebln will perform along
with Ken Leslie and Ken Herrod on
Friday-Saturday, July 28-28, at the
Wolverine Lounge and Looaney Bln
Comedy Club, 1655 Glengary, Walled
Loke. Showtimes are 9 p.m. Friday
and 8 and 10:15 p.m. Saturday. For
informaticn, call 869-9374.

© LOONEYBINII

Staot Jobnson Theatre will -per-
form Friday-Saturday, July 26-29, at
The Loonty Bin st The Roxy, 1-94
and Haggerty . Showtimes are 9 p.m.
Friday and 8 and 10 pm. Saturday.
‘There's a $5 cover charge. For infor-
matlon, call 699-1829.

LEAPIN' LIZARDS,
SANDV! WE'LL BE AT

MEADOW BROOK
SOON!
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. Bet he looked at problems
- and saw solutions. Like
Maurice Scales who
invented Baby No-Mash to
prevent doors from closing

Like Lillian Lukas who
invented the Puddle _
Detecting Cane for the blind.

Bet he watched how
things work and thought of
ways to avoid wasting time
or effort. Like Caitilin
McCracken who invented

on little fingers. the Orphan Kitten Feeder
Bet he saw how things for Three.
were done, and imagined Maurice, Lillian and
2 better, ways to do them. Caitilin were three of the

thousands of winners in the
Invent America! education-
progmm‘. ‘

at 1ol of @ [l

nes Edison was?

. And you know that small
genius can grow up to
become big genius—with
the capacity to make
America number one again.

To participate, just write
Invent Ameérical, 510 King
Street, Suite 420,
‘Alexandria, VA 22314, or
call 703/684-1836.

said.

If you're wondering if it’s
all worthwhile, just imagine
wt}at Edison would have

Invent America!

For now-—as never. -
before—our country
an inventive spark.

needs’




