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: - .“He -died peacefully, he went
quickly, there was no paln,” said his
- aunt, Marion Gornbeln-Melton of
Florida, who was at hls lde. “The
oanly consolation I have s that I have
: helped him achleve what ho wanted
1 for himself." :
- Funeral arrangements for Rivlin
. were private, zccording to the wish-
. €3 ¢l the family, said o spokesman
from the Ira Kaufman Chapel in
Southfleld, He Is survived by his aunt
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for the county commission Jast year,

i3 exccutive director of the Farming-

° ton/Farmington HI(Hls Chamber of

. Commerce and a Farmington Down-

::wn Development Authority mem-
T,

CITY COUNCIL candldates must
file petitions with between 93 and

» 186 valld signatures by 4 p.m. Aug.
22. They may circulate petitions for
an explring term or the unexplired
term but can't run for both, Those

His sirug

and geveral coyslns.

One cousin,‘Wiiliam Bradllr, sald
e visited Riviln every other doy un-
Ul recently. He stopped visiting be-
cause he feared he might try to talk
his eousln aut of the declsion todle.

“In my heart, 1'd like to beg him to
stay allve,” Bradlin sald before his
cousin’s death Thursday. “But he has
aright toberelieved of this patn. -

“He's glven me & lot of respect for
the human splrlt that kept him going
and golng so well for 17 years. I'm

able at the elty cterk’s office in the
¢ty hall at 11 MHe and Orchard
Lake Road. Candidates must be duly
reglstered voters.

In the regular four-scat race on
Nov. 7, volers may vote for up to
four candldates. The top three vote-
getters will carn four-year terms;
the fourth place fInlsher will serve a
two-ycar term.

Marks was first elected to the city

councll in 1984. Vagnozzl was flrst
clected in 1987, Arnold was appoint-

who file for both must
from one by 4 p.m. Aug. 25 or thelr
cnadidacy for elther is volded.
Residents may sign only one can-
didate's petition. Petitions are avall-
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You've tried it all: che discipline, the tutors, the monitoring of homework, the
seemingly endless conferences with teachers and counselors. But nothing can get
your family's spirits off the ground faster than the hope and help you find at

"Sylvan Leatning Centers arc a group of private neighborhood cducational centers
designed to help your child do bester in school. We test in order tq pinpoint the
specific areas in which your child needs help, And we attack the problem with an
individually designed program. Positive motivation, friendly encouragement, an
experience of success fight from che start, and individualized atcention make all

SYLVAN LEARNING CENTER® PROGRAMS
Muh s CLEAR Weiting® s Study Skills » Algehea
Cotlege Prep/SAT/ACT » Readiness

«Reading+
Sytvan 5755 W. Maple
Leaming (W, of Orchard Lpnkny

Wost Bloomliald

880

edin ber to {11l the

of former councliwoman Jan Dolan's
term, which expires thls year, Dolan
was clected to the state House In No-
vember,

For Brighton Center Information
9912 E. Grand River, Sulto 1300
Chasrington Sq.
227-1800
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going to mlss him so much.”

— .BRIGHT articulate
and determined — gave numerous
interviews before his ultimate wish
was granted: to dle with dignity, He
rarely veatured from as he
watched TV, listened to the radio
and talking books and pondered his
pllght of virtual immoblllty, The iso-
1ation had sapped his wlil to live,

Reporters were drawn 'to the for-
mer, Oak Park resident after be flled

-Soronen decides not to run again

OTHERS CIRCULATING peti-
tlons include Farmington Hills plan-

a petitlon with the Oakland Cointy
Clreuit Court in May, asking for per-

lon to disconnect his ventitator
o which he was hooked up in De-

cember 1986, Cireuit Judge Hilda
Gage sald July 5 a ruling from her
court was not necessary; that the de-
clslen belonged to Rivlin because ho
was a competent adult,

“I'm fust tired of belng. hooked
up,” Riviln told the Observer the
next day. “It's artificlal. I've hated it
{rom the beglanlng, I've tried to live
with it, but I can't.”

Rivlin severed his spinat cord ina
1971 surfing aceident in his native
Callfornia. The accldent paralyzed
him from (he walst down. A former
hospital carcglvcll', he learned to live

ning commissioner Lawrence Licht-
man, Fi Hills
Chamber of C:

Jonathan Grant and former council
candidates Vernon Klelpinsid and
Raymond Cassar,

Also taking out petitions were Ron
Oliverio of Liberty Lane, Al Rosen of
Conway Court, Michael Cortls of
Cass, Steven Relfman of Olde Frank-
lin, Allea Glass of Oldc Franklin and
Herbert Liner of Kingsgate Way,

Among this group, only Kiclplnski
has filed. He is sceking one of the
explring councll terms,

Councll members arv: pald $1800 a
year,

with the help of an
atde. He went back to school, He
flirted with marriage.

But his condition startlng declin-
Ing In 1979, In 19886, an ancurysm
cost Rivlin the use of both arms and
hls abllity to breathe. '

“HE 1S In prison with no escape,”
Rivlin's attorney David Resin of De-
troit sald In an carlier interview.
“All he has to do Is lay there In bed.
Tomorrow 13 llke today and so s 20
years from now.”
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Rivlin's sitvation i3 rare, when a
person in a nurslog home or facililty
Is on life suppart and can atill make
thelr own declslon, sald Mike Con-
nors, director of Cltixens for Better
Care, a support group for patients
and their families, Many people are
not consclous or mentally capable.

““The way his case was handled Is
the way we would encourage others
to handle it,” he added. “We strongly
believe the Indlvidual should have
the right to make that declslon.”

Volunteers at CBC had talked with
Riviin In recent times, listenlng and
advising. Connors sald he belleved
Rivlin valued the attention his case
received and “mever feit he was
belng used” by the medla.

“'s created a lot of awareness,”
he added. “I don't think I will
change things; it will change the un-
derstanding o! ft. People don't al-
ways percelve what thelr rights
are”

iviin says a quiet goodbye

RIVLIN'S FEELINGS of hopeless-
ness nre common, especially in nurs-
Ing home situatlons. But Connors
sald he did not belleve Rivlin's dech
sion would Influence others to dic,
Just ald in overall understanding.

“It's not uncommon, " the fecling
that e doesn’t have value,” Con-

nors added, “There sometimes are -«

{eellngs of hopelessneas,”

Rivlln, who had trouble even mov-

ing bls head, mirrored his hopeless
feellngs in a Jook to the future: “For

me (o do this for another 20 years is

a waste of Mfe, time and I realize
that. My life wil become more of

less an empty shell. And I declded 1

did not want to live my life in an
empty shell.”

* “I') never have a career. I'll nev-
er have a family of my own, a wife
and chlldren. I'll never be able to do
alot things,” he added.

The Associated Press and staff
reports contributed to this story.
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