Former U-M regent

By Casoy Hans
statf writer

A vigorous woman who devoled
herself to many causes, e Ellls
Murphy stayed lnvolved, whether it
was setting up social programs overs
seas, or in potitics and community
events,

The 88-year-old Democratle activ-
st and longtime Birmingham resi-
dent and businesswoman dled Mon-
day morning of kidney failure at
Wiiliam Beaumont Hospltal in Royal
Oak, She most receatly llved In
Farmington Hills,

Murphy “didn’t want a funeral of
any kind — she wanted a party,”
agld Shoron Murphy Keyes of Blr-
mingham, her only daughter, Keyes *
sald a memorial service would be
planned to Include Murphy's many

‘Irene lived a life of whirlwind activity
and constant service.’

— U-M Regent Philip Power
chairman of Suburban Communications

Iricnds and admirers. Murphy donat-
ed her body to science,

“Irene llved a life of whirlwind ac-
tlvity and constant service,” sald U-
M Regent Philip Power, chalrman of
Suburban Communlcations, which
publishes the Obscrver & Eccentrie
Newspapers. He knew Murphy all
his llfe.

“She was a competent and effl.
cient regent of the U-M and she was
an actively engaged member of the
Birmingham community — a clty
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whlich she dearly loved all her Ufe,”
Phillp Power said.

Eugene Power sat on the U-M
Board of Regents with Murphy when
she served {rom 1957 to 1966. “She
waa a very clvic-minded, sympathet-
ic indlvldual,” he sald. “She was pro-
gressive, a liberal regent.”

SINCE OCTOBER of 1987, Mur-
phy lived at the American House, an
independent living retirement resi-
dence In Farmington Hills, where
she was remembered as being al-
ways active, “She was an individual
and did her thing,” sald actlvities di-
rector Carol Hamliton. “She made
life very Intercstlng around here.”

One Amerlcan House resident re-
called that Murphy would take a tax-
fcab to Troy each Thursdny, where
she participated in o dlscussion
group with Rabbl Sherwin Wine of

lived life to the hi E’@

lic Murphys, which Included her
brother-ln-Inw urphy — &
fudge, mayor of Detroit, governor of

Michigan, governor General of the
Philippines, US. Attorney General
and US. Supreme Court Justice.

Becausa of Frank Murphy's asso- . |

the freedom movement and was a
mafor force in developlng cottage in-
dustry ln the 1950s, Shc also founded
Irene Murphy Imports to market the
village prodncu manufactured there

and earned her living through that
cvmp:my unul three years 280, her
daughter sald,

ALSO IN THE PHILIPPINES, she
served as deputy director of war re-
lef for a year in 1945 and was a
United Nations soclal officer
there from 1947 through 1950, She
stopped golng back In 1978 when for-
mer ruler Ferdinazd Marcos
clared martial law.

Murphy maintained that worldly
view, offering ber bome and bospi-
tality to 25 Russian scholars visiting
the US. In 1961, Ono of these, Leo
Kostikov, had & reunlon with Murphy

do

Thursday, July 27, 1989 O&E {T.Ro.S-0A) wn.Fm

-

Fla photo”
L i Bir irene Elils Murphy, pictuved -

here in 1979, was known throughout the world as a mmpron -
for soclal causos. She died Monday ot tho ago of 89.

the Blrmingham Temple, who be- in 1983, recalling his feelings. -
came a close friend. She also had I came to this country nbsoluuly She worked toward establishing was brought out through the courf.
dally chals with residents after :lone, without (speaking the) lan- luwlmmne housing for senlors in  system, she commented “they’re ens s
lunch, where she would share stories xuz * ba sald, “But Mrs. Mm-pb and was always con- titled to jnvestigate crime, but not=1
of her life. un:lull took care of It She ce.med about the local environment,  political oplrlon.”
Murpby came from a family of dld ftina genlu.l way. Her house She also spent time in local pro- Through most of her adult life
self-proclaimed “revolutionaries.” became our home. tests In Shain Park in Blrmingtam, she lived
She was born in Indlana, ralsed as a “It Is because of her that I lJove and Washington, D.C,, earning ber a  ter in a bouse designad 3
and spent her school this country and understand the peo- spot in the “Red Squad" files — po- by architect Wallace Frost. -
years in Detroit and Ann Arbor. pleof this country.” fitieal survelllance tools used by the Muarphy is sarvived by ber dangh-=
After marrying Harold Murphy, Despita her many overseas inter- Ml State Police from tbe ter, Sharon Murphy Keyes, two-”
she became involved with the all-en-  ests Murphy was also communlty. 1950s uxmzh 19708, p-mmnu and a great-grand-'a
compassing llves of the Irish-Catho- minded. When the existence of these flles child. .
wr
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“BARGAIN BASEMENT PRICES
ON QUALITY HOME FURNISHINGS ”
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ac g the latest cosmetic and bonding
ques, we can painlessly correct
problems like spaces between teeth, chips

era oral
Don't let a simple repalr stan between nn
and the-smile you've always, wanted.

today for a convenleat appolntment. -
LEON T. FOGEL, D.DS, -
TOSR | crowms DOUGLAS D. FOGEL, D.D.S. 3
20100 W. 12 Mile Rd. « Southfield, M1 %
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$249!

707 X 30" X 11%”

ONLY AT Keago Harbor 3328 Orchard Lake Rd.
11 Mile North of Long Lake Ad.) 882-7600

Kaufmann Vinyl Windows

A Division of the Marshall Noecker Group

. Announces -

Vinyl
Replacement
Window

Lz Month

Call us for an authorized dealer in your
area. 893 -4830

PUT ON YOUIt SEATEELT AND DRIVE TO ERDSE!
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Prices
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- Celebrating -

Our 52nd Year as a Michigan Company

Over 5 Million windows sold
All products are manufactured In Michigan
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