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House appointment draws praise, questions

B, Tim Richard

staff writor

Two Republieans praised the ap-

polntment of state Rep, James Kos-

teva, D-Canton, as c¢hairman of the
House Collcges and  Universitics
Commitice. But one cxpressed

- surprise at Speaker Lewis Dodak’s
cholce.

“He isn’t on the committee,” sald
Rep. Lyn Bankes, R-Livonla, “and he
dﬁn‘t have any colleges in his dis-

C!

“But 'l enjoy working with Jim

. Kosteva,” sald Bankes, noting the

committee had been inactlve be-

cause previous chalrmon Deants

Dutko, D-Warren, had been fighting

drunk driving charges. Dutko ls now
serving'a Jall seateace,

Rep. Judith Miller, R-Birming-
ham, pralsed the sclectlon of Kos-
téva beeause “he’s falr, He's well or-
gantzed. He runy a good meeting.
And he's a fricnd.”

SPEAKER DODAK rccently re-
moved the troubled Dutko from nll

Some members of the Colleges and

Universities Committee say it has a

difficult job because those institutions

clalm autonomy whenever lawmakers
.geem to intrude on their boards’
pahcymakmg authority.

members without & committee
chalrmanship or a seat on the Appro-

" priatlons Committee,” sald Kosteva

In dn interview from Lansing, “I re-
quuwd and nppllcd for the appolnt-

lf unllkc “most ottier members,
Kosu:vn bas no college or university
in his district, ho docs have his name
on college legistation. He was chlef
sponsor of the Michigan Educalion
Trust, the pre-pald college tultion In-
vulment program.

_ KOSTEVA HAS been close to the
In the House

four of hls House assiga-
ments, giving his one chnlrman:hlp
toKosteva,

Kosteva, 37, i3 a third-term
lawmaker and community p!unnur

and has a number of other major
committee posts; Taxatlon; Conser-
vatlon, ' Recreation and Environ-
ment, where he chnlr: a sol!d waste

by p who had not p
been a member of that ulght-merm
ber commitlce.

“I am one of the highest seajority

-anspar-
tation;, Urban Affalrs; and ihe Capl-
tol Bullding.

Will he have to glve up any of

11‘11&175& posts with his new chalrman.
ship?

“Not at the present time. Time-
wise, there I8 no conflict, outside of
my personal life,” he sald.

As Bankes zaid, Butko hadn't con-
vened the Colleges and Universitles
more than once or twice this ycnr
‘The question is: T
What does it do?

It docsn't allo-
cate mone;
that job belongsto - *
the higher educa-
tion subcommittee
of the Appropria-
tions Committee,
It docsn't pass
judgment on  tul-
tion increases.

“I WANT TO look at the entire fi-
nanclal ald system," sald the new
chalrman.

0
James
Kosteva

“It's a real patchwork quilt. It's
dlfficult (for a student) to access In-
formation. We nced to sce that ald
(grants, loans and scholarships) i3 di-
rected to the right student.

A second priority is to monitor the
work of bls baby — the MET tultion
Iund Here, Kosteva volces some

“'concern and frustration” at college
tuitions which this year are tislng at
Just under 10 percent. “I don't quite
understand why unlversity costs rise
al such a rate to these

Bankes agrees, citing an unsamed
business school whose graduates, af-
ter 68 credit hours, recelved top pay
of $17,000 a year,

Barnkes sald Kosteva Is correct in
roising questions about whether
some flnanclal alds are going
unused.

The most difficult question the
panel currently is handling, sald
Bunku 1: uxc request of Central

tuition increases.”

Gov. James J. Blanchard, for the
second year, is cxpressing hls con.
cern, threatenlng to veto the state
appropriations of some unnamed
unlversitles whose tuition hikes he
conslders excessive,

State treasurer Robert Bowman,
who invented the MET fdca, sald it's
based on carning @ perceat compund
Interest a year with the MET fund
and tultion hlkes of 7 percent or less,

While Qakland University's In-
crease s in the 8 pereent ballpark,
others are much higher: Unlversity
of Michlgan, 5.6, Wayne State, 9.6;
Michigan Tech, 9.5; Central Michi-
gan, 9.67; Saglnnw Vallcy, 8.8,

KOSTEVA ALSO wants to tcke 2
lock at “proprictary schools" -
those which teach trades and specif-
ic skills, Are regulations rcalistic?
Arc they teaching real market
skills?
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State to give
campus pollce the same authority as
municipal pollce, “The real question
is, should they have guns?” sald

ankes,
She and Miller say the Colleges
and Universities Committce has a

difffcult job because those institn.
tlons clalm autonomy whenever
lawmakers scem to Intrude on thelr
boards’ policymaking authority. “We
can't do an end run around them,”
said Miller,

They say the panel has, however,
put pressure on universities simply
by dlscussing an Essue, Best exam-
ple: the bill to require that college
houslng applications ask whether a
student prefers a non-drinking room-
mate as well as a non-smoker.

Such a blll failed to pass, but it has
prompted all of the state’s public
universitles, cxcept Michigan State
Unlversity, to put some form of thelr
question an their housipg appllca.
tlons for the upcoming school year.
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