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All announcements for this col-
umn must be mailed to Around
Farmington, Observer, 33202
Grand River, Farmington 48024,
Deadline s noon Monday for the
Thursday publication and noon
Thursday for the Mondau publi-
cation.

ry hour for children and adults
which wlll include slgn-language n-
terpretation for the hearing m-
paired at 2 p.m. No charge,

© DEVELOPMENT
DISABILITIES

Jor
ments will not be taken over the
phone,

© MOVEMENT WITH MIME
Thursday, July 27:

atur Sunday, July 29-30;
“We re Mnldng It On Qur Own,” con-
ference for people wilh development
disablllties, at 9:30 a.m. both days in
ll\’!mkmn:l Cnllt.;gc,u!;ivunln The event

With Mime,” workshep for 10-13-
year-olds led by Mime Ensemble of
Oakland Unlversity, at I p.m. in The
Communlty Center. Fee Is $15.
Reglstrations taken by calling the
center, 477-8404.

© PUMP-OFF

Thursday, July 27: Pump-Oif
welghtlifting scmlnnr wlith nutrition-
al and training lips led by Peter
Nellsen and competition of top bench
press lifters in four categories be-
gins at 8 p.m. In Peter Nlelsen's Eye
of the Tiger Total Fitness Center,
23311 Orchard Lake Road. No ad-
mission charge for spectators.

© STORY HOUR

Saturday, July 29: Borders Book
Shop in the Novl Town Center, off
Novi Road, south o I-96, hosts a sto-

y
Living Council of Michigan. "For in-
formallon, call John Sigworth, 455-
8840, Ext, 2Z7<

© MUSICAL REVIEW

Sunday, July 30: Marcus Belgrave
and Phase II combine award-win-
ning Jazz with Improvisational dance
in thelr musical revue at 7 pm. in
the :‘n'_mph!lhealcr on the grounds of

© VACATION CHURCH
SCHOOL

Monday through Friday, July 81-
Aug. 4; Nardin Park United Method-
ist Church wlll be visited by real live
disclptes at this year's annual vaca-
tion church school 8:15 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. The church is at 20887 11 Mile
Road, Farmington Hills, In addition
to singing, cralts, stories and Discl-
ples, the children will have the op-
portunlty to walk where Jesus
walked on the Nardln Park version
of the Holy Lands, 2 huge map paint-
ed out on the church parking lot.
Chlldren entering kindergarten
through 6th grade are welcome, For
more information call the church
offlee, 476-8860.

@ DIGGING DINOSAURS
Monday through Friday, July 31 to

Aug. 4:; “Digging Dinosaurs Camp,”

for 7-11.y am. to 3 pm.

e Center, F
Road north of 10 Mile. Tickets are $6
at the gale. Guests asked to bring
thelr own blanket or lawn chairs,

© CHRISTIAN CONCERT
Sunday, July 30: Crystal Lewls,
Christian songwriter and vocallst, in
concert at 8 pm. In Detroft Flrst
Church of the Nnzarene, 21260 Hag-
gerty Road. No admlsslon charge,

Ids 9
each day led by Living Science Foun-
dation stalf in The Community Cen-
ter, Fee Is $1B0. Registrations taken
by calling the center, 477-8404.

© AFRICA

Wednesday, Aug.2: Three fllms on
Afrlca conclude Summer Travel
Fllm Series at 7:30 p.m. in Farming-
ton Branch Library, 23500 Liberty

Strect. No charge,

© YOUR TOWN - MY TOWN

Wednesday, Aug. 2; “Your Town
— My Town,” program led by Ruth
Mochiman, author of “If the Walls
Could Talk” who discusses and
shows slides of the historic homes in
Farmington and Farmington Hills,
at 7 p.m. In The Communtty Center,
Farmingion Road north of 10 Mile,
Fee [s $6, Registrations taken by
calling the center, 477-3404.

® FASHION LUNCHEON

Friday, Aug. 4: Fashlon Focus
Luncheon, with Pendleton fall '89
collection shown at noon in Jacob-
sen's Livonia, Cost Is $5. Reserva-
tlons are necessary, made by calling
581-7696, Ext. 263.

© MEDICARE

Monday, Aug. 7: “Catastrophic
Medicare Blll and Ways to Combat
the Effects,” seminar hosted by fi-
nancial consultant Andrea Kotche
wlth guest speakers at 7 p.m. in Carl
Sandberg Branch Llbrary, 30100
Seven Mile Road. No charge.

© FREE IMMUNIZATION
Wednesday, Aug. 9; The Qakland

County Health Division offers an im-

munization clinle for Farmlington

and surrounding areas from 9 am.
to noon at Clarenceville United
Methodlst Church, 20300 Middlebelt,
south of Eight Mile. A parent or le-

seniors at the box offlce, 471-7700,

O OPEN HOUSE
Wednelday. Aug. 12: Kotlla

gal gt must a
chlld under 18 years of age.
® 5-6-7-8 DANCE

Wednesday, Sunday and Friday,
Aug. 9, 13 and 18: “5-6-7-8 Dance,”
performance by Summers Arts Pro-
gram students, at 8 p.m. Aug. 9; at 7
p.m. Aug. 13 and at 8 p.m. Aug. 18 in
Wallace Smith Theater, Orchard
Ridge Campus, Qakland Community
Caliege. Tickets are $6, or $5 for sen-
fors, reserved at the box office, 471-
7700.

® BACK TO SCHOOL
FASHIONS

‘Thursday, Aug. 10; “Worlds to Ex-
plore,” back-to-school fashion show
for teens at 7 p.m. in Jacobson's,
37500 Stx Mile, Livonta.

© WEST SIDE STORY

Friday, Wednesday and Saturday,
Aug. 11, 16k and 19: “West Side Sto-

" pcrform:d by students in the
rnuxlca] theatre classes of Summer
Arts Program at 8 p.m. each pight in
Smlth Theatre, Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus, Oakland Communlty College.
Tickets are $7 or §6 for students and

Famlly ure c::nur
Imsls open house 9 am. to

28600 Elx,ht Mile Road. Frcescotu.u
screening, free exam and X-rays for
new patients, food, clown and enter-
taloment. For more information,
contact Christine at 471-0440,

'

© ALIONIN WINTER
Saturday, Tuesday and Thursday,

Aug. 12, 15 and 17: "A Lion In Wln-
ter,” staged at 8 p.m. each night in
Wnlhm Smith Theatre, Orchard
Ridge Campus, Oakland Communlty
College. Tickets are $8, or §5 for sen-
lors and students at the box offlce,
471-7700,

© NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Wednesday, Aug. 16: Nelghbor-
hood Watch orlentation mieting at
7:30 pm In Farmington Hills City
Councll Chambers, 31555 11 Mlle '
corner of 11 Mile and Orchard Lake
Road, Any realdent of an existing or
newly established Nelighborhood
Watch subdlvision who has pot yet
attended an orfentation meeting fs
urged to attend, For further Infor-
matlon, call 473-9840.

Ham radio operators converse with the world

By Robecca Haynos
staff writer

HEY TALK WITH people
irom Europe, South Amer-
ica, the Sovlet Unlon, In-
donesia, Australia and

many other places around the world,
and they don't even run up thelr tele-
phone bills.

They’re amateur radlo operators,
otherwise known as hams, and there
are thousands of them In the Betrait
area. Some do [t just for the fun of
talking to interesting people, while
others also enjoy lending ald during
emergencics and helping families
who are separated by large distanc-
es communleate with each other,

Dave Benedicet is the president of

A

Fox Theatre

It will be a theatrical evening
‘Tuesday, Aug. 15, when the Fash
Bash premleres at the Fox Theatre
In Detralt.

The annual fundralser for the De-
trolt Institute of Arts is sponsored by
the DIA’s Founders Junior Councl?,
J.L. Hudson's and Northwest Air-
llnes. Proceeds help to support pro-
grams and buy acqulsitions for the
art museum.

The evening wiil begln at 5 pm.
with a silent auction, hors d'ceuvtes,
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the Catalpa Amateur Radlo Society,
which Includes members from all
over Oakland County.

“I used to listen to the short wave
radio when I came home from
school," the Troy resident sald. My
father dled when I was quite young
and 1 knew he had been into radio
and I thought It would be a nlce thing
for me to do.

“So one day I asked my barber if
he knew anyone whio was a radio op-
erator,” Benedlet sald, addlng he
was about 12 at the time. “He gave
me Lwo hames and it was these peo-
ple who got me started.”

To become a ham you must be li-
censed by the Federal Communica-
tlons Commission.

“There are five classes and you
have to pass tests lo achieve them,”
he sald. “The tests involve morse
code and electronic theory.”

A NOVICE Is the lowest class, fol-
lowed by technician, general, ad-
vanced and the highest, extra class.

“The class of your license tells you
what bands you can operate, with
the more desireable bands reserved
for the higher classes,” Benedlet
sald. “Most people don't use morse
code, Lhey use volce, but you still
have to know It.”

Radlo amatcurs mostly monitor
themselves, sald Blrmingham’s Dr.
Earl Weston, who became licensed
as a ham in 1946. Other radlo ama-
teurs know him as WaBXO, his sta-
tion call letters.

real ‘bash’

plays host to

cash bar and music by Top Drawer
In the Fox’s Grand Lobby.

The show will start at 7 p.m, with
the fashlon show, choreographed and
directed by Myron Johnson, artistic
director of the 16-member Minneap-
olls-based Ballet of the Dolls. The
show also wlil include a spectal ap-
pearance by actress Joan Colllns,
known for her role as the devious
Alexis In the TV serles “Dynasty,”

A live auction, conducted by Du-
Mouchelle Art Gallerics and featur-

DIA benefit

ing, trips and shopping sprees, will
follow the fashlon show. There also
will be danclng and musle by Norma
Jean Bell and the All Stars in the
Grand Lobby until 11 pm.

Tickets for the evening cost $25
for sponsors and $50 for patrons (in-
cludlng premlum seating and access
to a private reception area). They
are available at the DIA, TicketMns-
ter outlets, the Fox Theatre and at
the door.

For more information, call the
DIA ticket office at 832-2730,
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“There are some offlclal observ-
ers who just slt and listen, they don't
send any messages,” Weston said.
“Mostly I think we're pretty honest
people who monltor ourselves.

“I got interested 1 it way back
when my father bullt a radlo and I
started hearing the amateurs talk,”
he sald, laughlog. “It just seemed
that I never had the time and the
money to do it at the same time,
what with medical school and the
war.”

Ham radlo itself isn't expensive,
‘Westin sald. It adds about the same
amount to the electric bilt as would
playing the sterco. The mnjor cost
comes In purchasing the necessary
equipment.

A transeelver, which is a recelver
and transmitter combined, runs
about $1,000 for a top-of-the-line
new model, but good used ones can
be found for about $300, Weston sald.
This Is the major plece of equipment
needed to send and recelve messag-
s,

ALTHOUGH THE doctor bought a
large beam antenna and installed it
atep a telephone pole d his
house, he says it's not ue«c'gslary_to

someone that sounds

When they've finished talking to
whoever it is they're talking to, I}
call them,

a lot lke golng flshing,” he
sald. “You never know who you're
going to talk to. Sometimes you call
CQ, which is a code that means you
want 10 talk to anyone who is Ilsten-

ing.

“You might get a young kid home
from school or a housewife or a re-
tired person, they really come from
all walks of life — that's what
m.;:cs it so interesting,” Benedict
sald,

One typical day at W8BXO includ-
ed brief conversations with with Pe-
ter Curtls, 2 bam from Cardiff, South
Wales, and John Hillyer, from Stam-
{ford, England, who Westin caught at
tea time. Other calls came in from
Indonesia, Brax, Phoenix, Ariz, and
Arlington, Texas, all in a span of
about a half an hour,

ASIDE FROM the cntertainment
value, both Benedlct and Weston run
what are called phone patches.
‘These patches are used to help peo-
ple who aren’t ham radlo operators
speak with friends or relatives who
are long away and have no

able to
An inexpensive wire-type FM radio
antenna can be sufficlent. Many peo-
ple around the world that Weston
tatks to use this type of antenna.

Each day of hamming brings
something new,

“If I wanted to spend a half hour
on the radlo I'd select the frequen-
cles that come In well at that time of
the day,” Benedlct sald. “Then I'll
listen and tune around until I hear

access to telephone lines but cap ac-
cess a local ham radlo.

“I run them a lot for misslonaries
1n South America who want tospeak
1o thelr familles here,” Weston g2l

Hams also help out when bad
weather Isin the arca.

“‘Whenever we have severe thun-
derstorm warnings the Skywarn net
actlvates right away,” Benedict said,
explaining that Skywarn s a specific

se-
vere wmtber Inmrmﬂllan to a coun-
ty control station. “Those of us in
Skywarn are trained in meteorology
and are taught what to look for,
what it means and what we should
and shouldnt report. A lot of thea
times the warnings you see on TV
have come from local hams.”

‘Weston bas alse helped during sev-
eral emergencies, including the Mex-
fean earthquake. A letter from the
president of Ford, Mexico is ameng

his most prized pomsslm ‘The gen- R
tleman, who ‘was In Detrolt for meet- *
ings when the uake kit, was

thankful for Information Weston was .
able to find that not only had lbe
man's son survived unharmed, bot
the Ford plant had as well. “

THE DOCTOR also sends messag-"
es and runs phone patches regularly
for people who's
flown to the Detrolt area {from many,:
foreign countries for intensive medi-,
cal-treatment. Just recently he was
keeplng one mother, wi ter
had become paralyzed and was
belng treated at Mott Children’s Hos. :
pital in Ann Arbor, in tonch with her -
busband back in a small country
west Africa. E

“You learn so much about geogn—
pby and other countries,” Weston
sajd, “Once I talked with 2 direct -
descendant of the man who stnrted
the mutiny on the Bounty.

“It's a debateable poxnl as to how
we got the nickname of hams,” ke
said, laughing. *Basically you mect a +
lot of really nice people wbo'd rather -

spend their time leamlnu and dolna
lh[s than sitting ina
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