- SMILE
Dentists aim to rid
Kids of fear, cavities

Dy Rabocca Haynes
siaff wrlter

F THE THOUGHT of going to
the dentist sends your child
runalng for shelter or volcing
loud protests, you or your den-

tist could be dolng something wrong.
“We call it a fear factor and there
really shouldn't be one,” said Dr,
Donald M. Smith, a pediatric dentist
in Bloomtfield Hills, “If children are
approached in the right manner,
they shouldn’t be afrald to come.
“Mapy times an adult who's
seared of the dentlst can unknowlng.
ly pass along that fear to their chlld,
1t's very subtle,” he sald. “Also, in
this area we have a lot of problems
with chitdren belng overprepared for
their visit here. Parents are trylng to
do thelr best and oftentimes they'll
read o book with their child about
gob:lx to the dentlst to get them

“Then when the child gets here if
everything doesn't go exactly ke it
did In the book It can be upsctting,”
he said. “We try to intercept this sort
of thing and let the parents know
that we')l handle it. It's what we're
tralned todo.”

Smith sald he went into pediatric
dentistry because he related much
better to children than to adults, at
least in the dental chair. The speclal
ty has been recognized since 1943
and does requlre extra tralning past
{he standard dental school eurricu-

um.

“IN THIS state, anyone who
clalms to be a speciallst must take a
separate lcensing exam,” he sald,
adding that there arc 60 pedlatric
dentists licensed to practice In the
state .of Michlgan. “A 1lot of our
training Is centered on caring for the
handicapped and bables and for han-
dling speclal problems, but a great
deal of our practlce revolves around
taking care of normal kids.”

Smith practices with Dr. Lloyd H.
Straffon. The two are charter mem-
bers of the Michigan Academy of
Pedintric Dentistry and Straffon is
on the faculty of the University of
Michigan’s dentat school.

“Weo're really fust lMke pedlatri-
clnns," sald Straffon, who began his

dcddlng to specialize In pediatric
denlistry, “For me, It's very enjoy-
able to watch o child grow and ma-
ture and I think onc of the best
things we have geing s that every
six months we touch that person,

“Having the opportunity to relate
to a child at six month Intervals [a
critical, even though each time they
may ot need anythlng more than a
routine cleaning,” he sald. “It makes
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them feel more comfortable coming
here.”

Both doctors say they work to-
gether to relate to a child and aren’t
discouraged by one who may fall
apart on a normal visit.

“THE PERSON we're most con-
eerned about is the child, oot the
parent,” Straffon sald, *Parcnis
sometimes worry too much about
bringing thelr chlld in, apcclnlly for
the first visit, They're very con-
cerned that the chlld won 't bchnve or
won't cooperate. It's not the end of
the world §f they don't.”

There's no way every child s

going lo march cooperatlvely Into
the dentlst's offlce, Smith sald,
stressing agaln that parents should
let them handle thesn situatlons,
n;,nklng the children feel comfort-
able.
“We try to build on positive things
that happen and look for anything
we can use to pralse that child, even
a_recaleitrant child,” Smith sald.
“Children love rules and they love to
be praised when they follow them,
We have several simple rules that
are explalned to them at the start —
like keeplng their mouth open or
keeplng their hands down.””

The doctors also have a rule that
parents don't speak in the

The Four Lads performina benefit for tho Agapo Smiles Foun-
dation at 7:30 p.m Aug. 19 in Novi High School.

elgrave ensembile
to perform Juiy 30

Marcus Belgrave and Phase II
will perform at 7 p.m. Sunday, July
30 in the amphltheater on the
grounds of The Community Center,
on Farmington Road north of 10
Mile. The gates open at 6 pm. for
those who wish to plenic before the
per{ormnnm

room unless they're addressed spe-
cificaly.

Another problem often happens if
the child has a cavity. Both doctors
say they never use the word shot and
they work things In a way that the
child doesn't usually even see the
needle, The injection, which is de-
seribed to them as a pinch, Is over
before they know It.

“WE USE a local anesthetic and
we know the discomfort they feel
with an Injection is very tolerable,”
Straffon said, adding they prefer us-
Ing anesthesia, even for minor work,
because the discomfort with the in-
Jectlon is much less than any paten-
tial discomfort from drilling or
other dental work.

“Parents and children seem o see
decay as fallure,” Smith sald, “They
become upset over a little problem
and a lot of times the decay was
something that couldn't be helped,
it's often caused by a default in the
tooth.”

" Effictency in the office itsell is
criucal when dealing with chil

We try to schedule the' younger *

children flrst thing in the morning,
when they're fresh, especlally if
there's any work other than routine
cleaning to be done,” Smith said.
“We don't let them walt long either,
We get them in and out, and they go
away thinking it was nothing.”
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ac-
clnlmed tr\lmpct playcr and the jazz
ensemble, Incorporates improvisa-
tlonal dance with jazz for an innova-
tlve muslcal extravaganza. Belgrave
has spent the last 15 years promot-
Ing Detroit’s jazz cemmunity as a
forr.jdable force in both the art
world and the musle industry,

Tickets are §6 at the gate. Guests
are asked to bring Lhelr own lawn
chairs or blanket,

Swim-a-thon helps research

CMI Health & Tennls Club, South- abetes rescarch, All pamclpanu
fleld, hosts a Juvenile Dlabetes recelve a

Marcus Belgrave

“the Four Léds

Thursday, July 27, 1989 O&E

Benefit hosts

ercd
she liked to sew when“ahe was-§
years old. Through the years, hér

The Agape Smiles Fourndation pre-
sents the Four Lads, a popular sing-

Ing group of the 19503, in a benefit by became an art and her art_
concert at 7:30 p.m. s:;turday. Aug. :fz,,{w ,.::12.3
19, In Novl High School. Mike Whart
is master of ceremonles. Shulman, a textile artist, usesa
varlety of material in ber work,
The Agape Smiles Foundation is a “If 1 don't get into my studlo-a-

couple of times a week I get a bit
irritable,” says the Funnlnglon
-Hills resident.

Her work In reverse nppllque
recently placed in the top 10 at.a |
textlle art show tn London, Ontar-
fo. .

It will be shown along with her
other work Aug. 6-31 at the exhib-
it gallery on the Madonna College. |
campus on Schooleraft at Levas,
Livonia, Gallery hours are 8 a.
to 9 p.m. Monday-Thursday an
1-5 p.m. Friday. N4

Her original works cmplny
such media as Chinese silk and’
metal, applique and reverse ap-
plique, quilting and a Guatemalan
technique called mola. Much of
her work features hand dyed
cloth, -

She’s active in the Needlework

non-profit group providing free cn-
tertalnment to senlors throughout
the year In nursing homes and senior
clitizen residences. They offer pro-
grams In 66 facilities in 25 metropo)-
itan arez communities Including
Farmington and Farmlington Hills,

Tickets are $25 and are tax de-
ductlble. They can be obtalned by
calling 473-1172 or writing the foun-
dation at 41390 W. 10 Mile Road,
Novi 48050,

Photo show
to aid center

A summer photography competi-
ton and show to beneflt Common
Ground is sponsored by Homestead

L,w...-.\..‘-..‘_-..-.-J s,,..,.,.;....mm yovr

b3
Galfery of Walfed Lake, Meteor Pho- d Textlle Guild of Michi H
to, Key Tours, David Wackler and | 504 the- Canadian Embrolderars—5
Soxﬂ-mgl:g c:nggeﬁ“gm: Gulldshe s exhibited ber work at | 7
. - rmin, unity Li-_|
tric photo columnlst, will judgb the | ey o et Commuaity B
black-and-white and color categor-
les, =‘h!xmzm. ;l} broadening Iha- ﬁkt Mal 1s,
L water color af 3
An openlng reception for the show, dol:x:: Cul}Iengs.- Her work has the
which features top photos from the support of ber three grown chil-
competition as well as Nagler's |gren and her husband, Qe of her
works, beglns at 8 p.m. Saturday, |sonis also an artlst.
Aug. 26, In the gallery, 136 S. Ponti- -
ac Trall. For detalls about the show
or the contest, eall Gal-
Jery at 669-8950. Dizbetest dgge"f"" wmd:‘m““' 1
A percentage of the proceeds from  fand bhndnes. Sowl M
tCh: epcn]gg reception whl benefit support the B I
mmon Ground, a erisis Interven- | Associa some k3
tlon center based {n Royal Oak. It dlhe“!:g‘ m E
bas served the Detroit area for more |y rime. L 5

than 12 years.

{2

J

Foundation Swim-Thon on Saturday, CMI membership and nn offlclal
Aug. 5. The all-day event ralses mon-  swim-a-thon T-shirt.
ey {or diabetes research. Live bands will perform In the
pool area beginning at noon. Free re-
Swimmers gather pledges In ad- lruhmenu avallable to all partici-
vance for each lap they plan to com-

plete. Prizes will be awarded to For details, call the Juvenile Dia-
those ralsing the most money for dl-  betes Foundation at 569-8171,

YOUR GOOD
SERVICE
SPEAKS
FOR ITSELF...

But wha Is speaking to po-
tential now cusiomers In
our araa about your sorv-
co7 Getting To Know You
J” naw homoownors
find appliznce or auto
mpalr, oxterminator or
locksmilh wilh a huusowmming packago filled with needed
Information abput solected community sesvico companies.
Join tha fingst and
10 your local Getting To Know ?oulg
naw noighbors got acqualnied wi

mgmm and help your

WELCOMING NEWCOMERS NATIONWIDE
To bocome » sponsor, call )
In Now York State (200) 632-5400
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CHARLES FURNITURE WAREBEQ
222 E. HARRISON » ROYAL OAK o 599-8320
6 Blocks N. of 10 Milz, 4 block E. off baln
OPEN MON.-SAT, 105 - FRIDAY 1L 8 P,
e
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4 Dme on a SEarV )

The Captain and crew invite you to cruise the Detroit River
and experience the excitement of Cruise/Dining. Enjoy
imaginative and inviting buffets, the fresh breezes of open
observation decks, a friendly service staff, live entertainment
and speaacular skylines — This is an expetience to treasure.

Each cruise is a celebration when you dine aboard the Star!

I m;?:; Mcmt&, For More Information and
Reservations Call
b emigm | (313) 259-9161

tunch 11:00 am-1:10 pm

Groups {25 or more) Call

P S Tl i
foie o
(313) 259-9160
oo 7 opmio206m
Mooeigh abmmtem | Major credit cards accepted.
Beurch “’NWI'WF’I
Tarky Dinner m'omm;aw Gift are atways available,

Reservations accepted year-round.

THE STAR OF DETROIT

\ Experience the City Like Never Befcre /

FAUCETS WITH LASTING STYLE & QUALITY

crmaanadi L

4 of 10, 000 REFRESHINGLY DIFFERENT ITEMS
AT HERALD WHOLESALE

Herald Wholesale offers a Jado features the Orlental Bar.
large varlety of faucets with faucet: recognized forit’s blend
lasting style and quality of engineering skills and wcrld-
Including the Tallesin Suite by class design. (lower feft) .
. Broadway Collection known  The Torosi faucet by | l’hylrlch

for It's aesthetic and functional s characterized by #t's Euro- :
excelience. (upperleft) pean elegance and }\mcﬂcan
The Neodomo faucet by KW.C. expertise. fiower right}
features supetor performance. View our showroom and .

and durabllity. (upper right} recelve fantastic savingst
HERALD WHOLESA
20830 COOLIDGE HWY, JUST NOIIH CF B N2iE IID, 3%
HOURS: 03,30 FAONARY, 93 SAL ORCALL FORASPLCIALATTL:




