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But even if it pours, concert venues are

' 8y Cathlo
1al writ
Ll —  ‘We can’tofien hold
IKE ICE CREAM on a scorch-  ballroom space as
Ing day and going barefoat
E j in sun-warmed sand, isten- backup, so il a concert
Ing to musle played out-  has 1o be canceled, we
&“g’p,’“‘“‘“"h‘;ﬂ"w‘l‘;ﬁ summer  ofther offer rainchecks
Good muslc reaches. new helghts  for future conceris ora
;v:ckn d:’mm’ mﬁﬂ «Lg; spectacular  refund.’
C) p of a a glow! OTADRE sun- — i
set or under the dome of a d¢ Andy Williams

blue sky alight with stars - unless it
rains.

How often docs Michigan's fabled
flckle weather actually force out-
door performances to be canceled,
postponed or moved Indoors? What
are the officlal raln pollcles of
places such as the Meadow Brook
Music Festival, the Troy Hilton, the
Ponchartrain Hotel, and Plymouth's
Hillslde Restaurant, which schedule
regular outdoar concerts during the

+ summer season?

Normally at Meadow Brook Musle
Festival in Rochester Hills, the show
goes on desplte raln or faul weather,
and concertgoers with tickets on the
lawn come prepared to wait out
cloudbursts. During sprinkles and
downpaurs, many colored umbretlas
blossomn on the hillside and some
hearty souls ercct lean lean-tos of
canvas or plastic 50 they can huddle
out of the rain and enjoy their pre-
concert pienles desplte the weather.

JIM SPITTLE, former festival
production dlrector, says, ‘We've had
some doozy storms out there, winds
blowing in sideways (on scats in the
covered pavillon), but they’ll go on
with the performance. It's a risk you
take performing outdoors, 2nd a risk
you take as an outdoor audlence,”

Only once In his memory was a

show cancelled Indirectly due to’

weather. In the summer of '86, one
ormance of “A Chorus Line” was.
called off due to power fallure.
Spittle says, “It poured torreatial
ralns just about the whole week be-
fore the cast was due, and the down-'
stairs dressing room flooded. We got
it vacuumed and dried the morning

manager, Troy Hillon

they moved In with the costumes.”
But the week of stormy weather
caused a power fallure when it was
time for the show to go on.

Olllclal Meadow Brook Musle Fes- *

tival pollcy on weather requires that
the audience be notifled when the
weather service posts a severe
weather warnlng, o tornado watch
or a tornado warning., The offlcial
script read over the loudspeakers
during severe weather warnings
states, “The festlval performance
for this evenlng is still scheduled and
has not been canceled.”

‘The show goes on [n ime-honored
show buslness tradition even during
a tornado watch when no tornades
have been spotted, Only a tornado
warning with actual twisters con-
tirmed will postpone a show at the
musie festival.

RAIN MAY BE a soggy incoaven-
fence to concertgoers but, accordlng
to Spittle, raln is more crucinl to
crews who operate clectrical equlp-
ment. He says, “Follow spots are
outside, not under cover, and they're
shut down the minute any kind of
rain hits them because the mix of
metal, water, and electricity is dan-
gerous.” He adds, “We're also
of brown outs during laser shows be-
cause lasers are water cooled and If
the pumps go off, you can burn up
the cqulpmnnL"

Raln waso't the culprit last Aug. 1,
but wenther st takes the blame for
stopping the show. The scorching
temperatures of Jlast summer's

When it raing, take cover, under a
ever keeps off the raindrops. This scene is on the lawn at

record-breaking heat required huge
amounts of power to run alr condl-
tloners. The unprecedented power
demands caused severe brown outs
that plagued the zound and light sys-
tems at Meadow Brook just before
the late Roy Orblson was scheduled
to go on stage. Rock and Roll greats
Jerry Lee Lewls and Carl Perkins
had already appeared whea power
fallure caused the concert to be can-
ccled part way through.

Meadow Brook publicist Sylvia
Coughlln says, “Roy Orbison was
rescheduled for Aug. 81, and people

or what-

hotd.

could exchange thelr tickets for the  d'oeuvres from 5-6:30 p.m.
new concert or get a partial refund.” “It's such a very nice setting” he
The Hilton sponsora outdoor  says, “But the weather certainly has
entertalnment two nights a week pot been very cooperative this year,
during the summertime, “Jazzto the The Spyro Gyra concert was a total
Hilt,” a new series {hls summer, {ills ralnout nndraln delayed the Ramsey
the alr with the cool/hot sounds of Lewis performance until 7:30 pm.
Jazz Wednesday nights. According to  Instead of two sets be played one
Andy Willinms, general manager of Jong one.”
the Hlilton, “Twelve-hundred-plus
people gnlhcr on the pool side and WILLIAMS RECALLS,
courtside™ Wednesdays (o listen to Lionel Hampton concert bad to
Jazz under an open sky. Shows begin  moved indoors'due to rain.” Moving
at 6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. and the indoors Is often not possible because
hotel serves complimentary hors the hotel ballrooms accommodate

“The
to be

Pavillon, where the Meadow Brook Music Festival ls-*'
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only 400 and they're not . usually:
avallable. “We can'’t often bold ball-
room space as backup, 3o if a con-
cert has to be canceled, we elther of-
fer ralochecks for futare concerts o

a refund,” Willloms says.

The jarz lneup at the m!:muor
the remalelng summer inclodes
Weisberg, Dizzy Gllesple, Hexl

Norma Jean Bell, Al
Zonjlc and R Kirk Whallum, Pail iur;
and, with tuck, oo rain. .
“Hot Summer Nights,” the mguf
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Deadline for the Upcoming cal-
endar is one week ahead of publi-
cation. Items must be received by
Thursday to be considered for
publication the following Thurs-
day, Send to: Ethel Simmons, En-
tertainment Editor, the Observer
& Eccentric, 36251 Schoolcraft
Road, Livonia 48150,

© MEADOW BROOK
Sounds of the "40s and '50s will be
heard when Julivs LaRosa, Helen

O'Connell, the Modernaires and Tex
Beneke and his Orchestra take over
the Meadow Brook Musle Festival
stage at 2 and 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 4,
at Baldwin Pavillon on the Qakland
University campus in  Rochester
Hills. Tickets are $18, $13 and $8 for
the aftcrmoon performance and $20,
$17 and $12.50 for the cvenlng. Chil-
dren’s television show personalitles
Sharon, Lois and Bram will appear
in two chlldren’s concerts at 11 a.m.
and § p.m. Saturday, Aug. 5. Only

lawn tickets, at $6.50, are still avail-
able. The Canadlan Brass quintet
milxes comedy with clasales for the
Meadow Brook audience at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. S, Planist-slnger Max
Morath opens the show with a hu-
morous look at the ragtime era of
American musle. Tickets are $17,
$14 and $11. For ticket information
call the box oflice at 377-2010.

© TROY PLAYERS
An open picnle for Troy Players

bers and all inter. the Cranbrook Acady of Art Mu.
ested In community theater will be  seum in Bloomfleld Hills. Film view-
held at 4 p.m. Saturday, July 29, in  ing is free with muscum admission.
Troy. For more information call The museum fs open from 1-5 pm.

879-1285. Tuesdays-Sundays, Admission |s
$2.50 for adults, $1.50 for students
© ONFILM and senlor cltizens; ¢hildren 7 and

"Don't Eat the Pictures: Scsame under are free. For more informa-
Street at the Metropolitan Muscum  tion call 845-3312 or 645-3324.
of Art,” a one-bour musical on film
that follows the adventures of Sesa- © SCHEDULE CHANGE
me Street characters, is belng Phil Hurt will appear at 5 pm.
screened throughout the summer at  Wednesday, Aug. 2, at the Troy Hil-

era,” nrﬁvu Wedoesday, Nov. 12

ton'’s “Jazz to the Bilt” Hurt re#d
places Najee, who was to replace
ed Angela Bof

Tickets are available at any Ticket

master outlet o by calling 583-50005

O 'PHANTOM COMING '~‘

the Fox Theatre in Detroft. Hi E}
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WN NORTH HAS RETURNED"'
Como & Sample Samo O!f Tho Finost
Groek Culsino In Motro Dorolt

S
Sunday Brunch (Starting Sept. 17)
Your Host Dimitrl Syros & Sons
td Rd. (NE Cornor of 10 Mile) 557-8910

of Southficld
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Pearl’s
Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons » Dinners  Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin 0
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM« Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat. 12-11 PM» Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birmingha
N 644-2913 ﬁ
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" ASuite Weekend

nac$79
L52$1 Ospscmr_

Celebrate the opcnlr‘g of Jacques Demers Restaurant &
«  lounge wuh our special Summer Weekend Rate,*
Al

DISCOUNT

sulte

ﬂdqwb/amx

AN

private bedroom and wret bar with refdgerator,
‘Two hour manager’s reception cach cvening ¥
Free breakfast cooked-to-order every n\omqu; inour
beautiful atrium.,

EMBASS‘{

1-800-EMBASSY
Youdon'thave to be a fat cat to enjoy The Suite Lifess
DETROIT—SOUTHFIELD
28100 Frankdin Rdl. . .
(313) 350-2000. - .

with living room,
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