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AST FALL, when Tom Kakonly
thriller, “Michigan Roll,”
was brought out by St. Mar-
tin's Press, its cover was

LAl LR g u

review

adorned with sords of praise from a
hnu-dmx:n fiction-writing luminar-
{peludling R.V. Casslll, Tony
Hﬂ]ermxn and Donald Westlake,
Roll’ is-fost, strong,

will

or,

Born La Detroit in 1958, Slerata at-

u-.nded Cody High Sehool (mentloned

In o236 of his sterjes, “Walking”) as

well as the Unlversity of Michigan-

Having worked In a local

library for the past 10 years until he

wnsn:cmtly lald off, Sleruta is wnll
acqualnted with books.

. " Hiz flrst erUng tuccess, a play,

“When the Lights Go Out,” was pro-

+ ducdd 1n-1983 at the Attlc Theater

. andagaln {n 1985 In New York Clty

&s an off-off Broadway play. While

X the play. is about lccuaga:. It ts

o Lansing p
the Above,” whick s sot fn Dearborn. |

-. Anotker of Sleruta’s works, n one-
. man ploy about Oscar Wilde eatltled
“A Picture of Oscar Wilde,” was pro-
duced at the Boarshead and may be
seen at the Attic ’l'bcalnr in August.
Sleruta enfoys the group cxperi-
_.enes of writing (and rewriting) a
play as well as me thrul of hearing

hls words.
STERUT llAS n.l!nnst total recall
.of hia bigh school days. An Introvert
- ‘thes,, he observed others and began
mmtaﬂyeoﬂacﬂngntoﬂu
" He 2till collects tales about teer-

nge years and glves them a signlfi-

carce-few of s realized they bad
Astumning we all have a ﬂxcd inter-
aal-age — one through which we
vigw the world niot matter how old
wa.become — Sleruta bas succcss-
- folly adopi:d the outlook of a very
sharp 15-year-old,
Vihlle teenage years are notorjous-

1y filled with angst, Sleruta's stories
are both real and uplifting. This
could be because the two authors
who most_ lnsplred him are ME.
Kerr, known for her sarcastie come-

dy, and Bruce Breoks, known for hls .

distinctive voice.

Both authors ar¢ published by
Harper & Row, a fact that infiu-
enced Sieruta, who actually bad the
good fortune of choesing his publish-
er, Alter reading a by Brooks
thanking his edltor at Harper & Row,
Steruta submitted his collection of
nine storiea to that pudlishing house.

“HEARTBEATS AND Qther Sto-
ries” uzes all titles In a clever way.
al

barsh and beautiful,” Westlake
wrote. “If this is Tom Kakonls’ first
novel, bie sure landed running.”

Well, Kakonls may have landed

runnlng with this, his first published
novel {three others on a shelf at kis
bome In Grand Rapids remaln un-
published), but the Ferrls State Unl-
versity English professor has spent
some time working up to that fast
pace, he sald.

“I'M 58 — otd,” be joked recently,
taking a break from proofreading
the pages of hls second crime novel,
“Crizs Cress,” duc out carly next

year,

Bomn tn Callfornia, he grew up “in
a remote outpest of South Dakota,”
and carned a bachtlor's degree at

plicit theme of having the word
“heartbeat” (o some form) In each

Prubnbly the best uth:d and mm!

the U y o

Hemvcdntﬂntlntbchmyb«.—
fore spending what he calla “a pro-
longed and wasted youth,” knocking
about the couniry, pursuing such

story is *
Slernta’s current mvorlle [
changes) is “Attack of the Jolly
Green Glant,” an amazing look at
love and driver's ed.

Also impressive are: “25 Good
Reasons for Hating My Brother
Todd,” *“Room for. Improvement”
and “Walking.”

EACH OF tke nlne stories iy rich,
well-devel concise and clever.,
While “Heartbeats” is a ymmx adalt
book, anyone who has ever looged
for bis own room, remembers his
{lrst job, or was upset with a gibling
would cojoy this book.

Lir Mulligan it a freedance
writer who resides in West
Bloomfield. *

Ford estate welcomes all
‘to birthday celebration

A commemoration of auto ploncer
Heary Ford's birthday s scheduled
for Sunday — the 126th annlversary
of s birth — as the Henry Ford Es-
tojesFalr Lane hosts ils annual
“Heary Ferd Day” celebration.

ke Eenry Ford Day festival,
wiilch runs from noon to € pm. on
tha grounds of the Estate (Evergreen
Road ncross from Fatrlane Town
Cénter), Is -a family celebration

fopusing on Ford's Jove of mustc and
- daote. A special musieal feature of
thbyur’s festival is the nrthtry of

RS

Charles W, Hardy, master of the mu-
sical saw.

!wl:.ldmm Bnn to the Henry Ford Day
Vi 32 person; parkin,
free fn the lotﬁpcmt to tha cstgm
In addition, tours of the Fair Lanc
mansion and powertiouse will be
avalloble throughout the day: $4/
ndnlu, ulewdmla and senlor elti-

Tha Heary Ford Estate-Fair Lane
is located on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Dearborn. For
more Information, call 593-5590.

v as raflroad labor-
er, pool hall idler and beach bum —

Kak
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all the time nurtering a dream of be-
clist.

18 & nov

EVENTUALLY, HE -enrolled at
South Dakota State. When he grade-
ated with a master’s degree in Eng-
Uish, ke headed stralght for the Uni-
vers!ly of Towa, where be was ac-
cepted into the prestiglous Iowa
Writers' Workshop, and cventually
emerged vitha PhD.

For bls dissertation, he wrote the

inmates at Illiois State Prison in
Joliet,

BY THE time ho got to Ferris
State, two more of those *‘serjous”
novels had been rejected by publish.
ers and be’d mare or less given up on
his ambition to write Hetion, he eald.

For somo time, be turned his foll
attention to writing college text-
books and teaching, After awhile, he
became Involved in college adminis-

tration, and eventually became head
of the English depaxtmcn! at Ferris
SGtate,

“Then, one doy about thres years
ago — as old men will do — 1 decid-
&4 I'd give (novel writing) one more
shot” he sald, “Only this time I de-

é is reallyon a roll

pellent, sexually obscssed killer, and

Gleep, 8 monstrous Indlan, who once
torched an elementary school.

Comisg to Traverse City on o va-
eation of sorts, Waverly finds him-
pelf involved with a dark-halred
beauty called anlshl. whose way-

ward brotber Is beicg bunted down
o e M;ﬂ?ou ] bli:

Against a 0f ng,

mobsterism and ulherp darkxg::nnunzg.
Waverly matches wits and perves
with Skindow and Gleep, who not
only want to see him dead, but want
to see him get lhnt“:my as slowly
and painfully o3 le.

‘T'm mly! ﬁ well-versed in
{crime fictioo) at all, but I figured I
koew yunbung T've had a lifelong
th it — and I knew

cided I'd try hing with some
commercial appeal.
“1 1 bad been to Tray-

first of those three Dov-
©ls — a work he describes as “pretty
:uc.h antobfographical” and “se-

“At Jowa, they encouraged you to
become a ‘serions’ writer,” he sald.

After Iowa, the ex-Army officer/
Inborer/poo! bail idler/beach bum/

- student continued hls nomadic exis-

tence, teaching English Literature at
what he remembers as “dismal Little
colleges,” mostly in the Midwest. At
one time, be tanght classes in the
18th century novel and Chaeer o

erse City the week before, and I'd
‘gooe {o this Chippewn reservation
near there, where they have this ca-
sino. And when I got back bome, I
;m staried putting together this

WHAT BE came uvp with was
“Michlgzn Roll," the story of Timo-
thy Waverly, an cducated man
turned professional gambler, who
comes up against two of the most
loathsome villalns you'll ever meet
on the pristed pago — Shadow, a re-

Traverse Clty,” Kakonls zald, at-
tempting to explain how the thrilter
evolt

“I had no real plot outline when 1
started, altbough I did have the maln
character, Waverly, prelty much in
mind. But [ didn't have the two vil-
Inins yct -~ and they torned out to be
the most fun for me to work with,
and the best-rendered, I think,” he
sald,

ONCE ALL his characters had

made an appearance, it was just a
matter, more or less, of followlng
said,

them nmund.

DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON

PINEWOODS CONDOMINEUMS

* Private Court Yards
* Natural Fireploces

* Centenl Alr
« Full Basements

BROKERS PROTECTED
Pinanel

In-H

FEATURING

* 181 Floor Laundry

* 2 Car Attached Garage

* Wooded Seiting, Close
1o Conveniences

Model located on the West Side of Farmington Rd.;
S. of Grand River and N. of 9 Mile

473-8131

OPEN DAILY (EXCEPT THURS.) 12:5 P.M.

Priced From
$145,000-8175,000
- At Excellent Rates

30004 W. 12 Mile Rd.,

HEPPARD & ASSOCIATES  855-6570.

Farmington Hills, M 48018. .

s room. Fenced yard. Fmd

M
VI Good investment opportunity. 335900‘77‘1"1

PARMIHQTON

me

30475 14 Mo Rd.,

OAK PARX

22611 Tulane, 149,000
Lnﬂupw $124,500

FAR!BN
mmraxcm $219,000
1850 Rivor Bend, $234.500

FRANKLIN
24711 N. Cromwesl, $110,000 .

23491 Majortic, £62,000

OEVERLY HILLD.

21017 Meacow L., $198,000
21840 Moadow Ln., $219,900
17680 Koross, $154,000
DIRIINGHAZ

2011 Manchostor, $119,900
DETROIT

22482 Argus, $42,500

AT7- M
AT

| 47711
383,900

21812 Colgate, $59.000
30180

000
$53,900

0444700

Hownl
21122 E. Glon Haven Cir., $98,500 477-1111

550-2300

Ca\dt-m-l
Pypontln oy g )
covered curport for enaTce.

”'-‘“P"'“‘F“m“ﬂv

Priced from...$76,900

{4 | RANCH*

and TOWNHOUSE
STYLES

'MODEL HOURS:
Dady it Sondsy 104 P,

FioNs 397-8080

W‘v‘.llnlM
move-in  condition, 1mmed!:
!5‘-IM(FARI

MFIELD
3333 Hartslock Wnodl. $159,000

B4B0W. mm-.uwmssi wou
3 7011 Mandorson, $02,7680

R 3333
8350 Crlapln Wi

CONDOMINURS
Fi

ARLENGTOH HILLS
28418 W, Eight Mile, $43,500
LATHRUP ViLLAGZ
27870 Evergroon R, $105,000  844.4700

PLYMOUTH
300-300 Ann Arbor Tr., $87,000

WATERFORD TWP.

3553 Port Cove, $124,000
'WEST DLOOMFIELD
8580 Ridgofield Cir. # 101, $127,000 851-1900

room and 2pplences. Juat turn the Key,
occupancy.  $139,900

M1~5700(H0\"

435-7000
455-7000 |-

4771111
550-2300
177-1 m

1 £59-2300

uuahwnblmu.
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l'ﬂSl'EFlILI.Y DECORAYED. 3 bedroom m l'.m
bath and a half. Family room with natural Finlghed
basomont with wel bas, 2 car atisched garage. $81,500

]

o

$59-2300

455.7000
485-7000

CONIEMPOWW WDO& E‘Oﬂlm

it hot
mm.goo 83121200 (BRA)

mmum bonu.
tu, Dmmcanmvwmlhc

bwmmwdlmmmuﬂ.
15-8430

tenced yard, nl
Canloday. §89,900 34

COUNTFW UV(NGINIM!:!MTI\M

farmhouss has en ek floored foyer, crown moldings,

muom window treatmonts. 3 porchos, watk-n p-nlry and
momma-(ll“ﬂm

In
ion. Full basamont and garage. $73,600 5$9-2300
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room and supor famity rcom adcl-

SOUTHRIELD SPECIAL.
lllnoa

attachod 0008,
Pﬂead I“GMJWSM 5“»2300

208, mmnaam-,mmoanm:wum;
I @&:n«m .

‘bedrooen, 2%
Famity room with freplace, Ebrary,
27000, CUl-Co-4as alreol. W! ne.

& DU'HHELD

ranch. Flaat
$126,800 0444700

Bodroom
floar Leundry, Motlvaled Sotior » bring oftars.
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