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Rnowlng all that doesn’t make
misslag Charlie and Einus and thelr
antles any casler, But It's something

flo which Comell Is accustomed.
Ckarue and Linus are part of a loog
huriu of baby animals that have
made. thetr way through Cornsll's
- houso and bieart.

‘TALES IN the Obscrver of Charlie
tond Linus growth have prompted
£:¢:11s of interest from other residents
i-irho have come ceross abandoned
Zbuby animals. “T've talked to about
30" people. It's been really reward-
Cornell sald.

chk: 0ld, eycs still closed from
Dirth, and weighing only ounces,
rti.bnrlla and Linus arrived at the Cor-
-nells' in carly May. Both bables lost

How dld D:wld Rivlin want to be
-emembes

i “Asa carlng person,” the 38-year-
1 old quadriplegic, who for three years
| lived at the Oak Hill Care Cenler In
{ Farmington, teld WDIV/Chonncl 4

» in one of his last interviews before
‘hL' dled after disconneetlon from a
% .vcrl;!llnwr at !he home of a friend in

?‘t' “It's all over," sald Scott Silver, a
Yos Angeles lnwyer and long-time
{ricnd of Rivlin’s. “Is was all peace-
ful'— and just the way David wanted
e

Among those with Rlvlln as he
dled July 20 were his nunt, another
/friend and his former fiancce, The
'Kaddlsh, a Jewish prayer of mourn-

thelr mothers and were stranded,
sure to dic, But Cornell stepped L.

Learning how to be a rascally rac-
coon out in tho wild doesn't’ come
casy, Charlie and Linus had the In-
stincts but Cormell and her hushand,

. Tom, had to dlreet and nurture those
instincts.

By their release day, the 4-month-
old racccons had come a long way.
Charlle, the youngest, and the one
most Likely to be a homebody,
weighed lltLlu more thao seven
pounds. Linus, his adopted brother,
welghed In at 11 pounds.

The wild — with trees and a near-
by creck where It's hoped Lhe palr
will eventually call home — is a far
cry from the lighted 20-gallon aquar-
iom, complete with baby blankets,
the raceoons lived in as newborns.

‘The wlld raspberries the pair dis-
covered moments after their arrival

Ing, was recited. His parents are de-

ased.

Riviln was brought into a home
care program through the South-
field-based Hospliee of Southeastern
Michigan July 20. He was sedated,
removed from hls ventilator by a
doctor arranged through the hospice,
and died about 3:30 p.m., “peacefully
and without any dlstress,” sald hos-
plce chlef executive Carolyn Fitzpa-
trick-Cassln.

Nothing was done to hasten death
or cause him to sulfer, she sald,

Rivlin, bright, articulate and
determined, gave numerous inter-
views before his ultimate wish was
granted — to dle with dignity, He
rarely ventured from bed as he

8
sal

In the wild also Is a far cry from the
puppy supplement they sucked from
a bottle,

EVERY STAGE of the raccoon’s
development, including moving into
their large cage with toys and bars
1o climb, tugged at Cornell's mother-
1y heartstrings. The day for relcase
was growing closer.

“They finally gave up the bottle
July 4. That was my teary-cyed
day,” Cornell sald. “The raccoons
are just llke people. They need to be
held and loved. Whea they get
ceared, they need a hug.”

And llke children, the raccoons'
distinct personalitfes began to take
shape a3 they matured. Older Linus
was the charmer, tugglng at any
pant leg or plece of clothing to get
attention. Charlie was the lover, nev-
er Uring of a hug, a cuddle or kiss.

As the pair grew, It came time to
Leach them how to do the things rac-
coons must do to survive in the wlld.
Thelr large cage was moved out-
doors and for scveral hours a day
they were let free, under supervi-
sion, to explore and learn,

“We created a wetlands, Every
day or 50 we had to rewet the area,
But it was about six to elght inches
deep,” Cornell said.

THE WETLANDS was a restau-
rant for Charlie and Linus, complete
with worms, feeder fish and other
delectable creatures,

“We taught them how to fish and
worm. Linus caught-on qulck. Char-
lle was a little slower, but he's
younger,” Cornell said.

On the day of their release, the
Cornell’s built an A-frame feeding
statlon for the pair next to a large

‘Nothing goes on. I’s just dead zone.

You watch TV, you listen to the radio,
Yyou eat your meals, take your pills —

that’s it. No career, no family, no wife,
no children. Empty life.’

— David Rivlin

watched TV, lstened to the radle
and talking books, and pondered his
plight of virtual Immobility, Gregar-
:;m.l, the isolation sapped his will to
ve.
Reporters were drawn Lo the for-
mer O2k Park resldent after he flled

a petltion with the Oakland County
Circuit Court in May, asking for per-
misslen to disconnect his ventilator
to which he was hooked up in De-
cember 1986. Circuit Judge Hllda
Gage sald July 5 a ruling from her
court wasn't necessary; that the de-

tree for protection. Daily, the foed-
Ing station will be stocked with
Cheetos, ralsins, puppy food and wal-
nuts. Thal task will be done by a
friend of the Cornells who owns the
property where the raccoons will
live.

By late evenlng on the day of their
release, Cornell's friend checked on
Charlie and Linus only to find them
snugly asleep In thelr blankets in a
basket nudged into a large tree near
thefr feeding station,

As hard as It was to say goodbye
to Charlle and Linus, Cornell called
it “the easiest release.” The palr im-

Hills resident says so long to orphaned raccoons

no,” she said.

FOR THE next month, the Cor-
nells will retum weekly to check on
the palr. After that, memorles wiit
have to do.

And they have plenty of them.
There was the lme Charlle and
Linus helped wash the car and
climbed the ladder to help wash the
house windows, ‘And there was the
Ume they disappeared, only to be
found playlng with a 3-year-old
nelghbar and his jungle gym set.

Alter all the orphans Cornell has
ralsed ~— rabblts, ducks, birds, squir-
rels and to name a few —

ly liked their

and hew surmundlnp
But the motherly pangs are stlll
there, “I don't llke to think of them
crying or belng scared. The day we
released them, I was tempted to go
back and check on them, but I said

clslon belonged to Rivlin because he
was a competent adult.

RIVLIN SEEMED content, if not
cheerful, at a news conference the
day after Gage refused to intervene.
“I'm surprised, I'm not scared,” he
said. “I feel rather peaceful,”

Rivlin severed his spinal cord in a
1971 surfing accident in hls native
Callfornla. The uccident paralyzed
him from the waist down. It oc-
curred at a time when he not only
was protesting the Vietnam War but
was rebelllng agalnst authority.

A former hospltal caregliver, Rlv-
lin learned to live Indcpendently,
with the help of an alde. He attended
Oakland University, He flirted with
martiage.

But hls condltlon starting declin-
ing [n 1979. In 1986, an aneurysm

she keeps telling hersell she bas to
learn to be a little more impersonal
about goodbyes. Somcthing easler
said than donc.

“1 stlll haven't developed detach-
ment. I love them too much.”

‘Rivlin wanted to be remembered as caring person

cast Rlvlln the use of both arms and
his abllity to breathe.

He could've lived another 20 years
or more with the aid of llfe-support
systems, but would never regaln con-
trol of his body, doctors said. Rivlin
sald he preferred death. “A person
should have a choice If he llves or
dles,” he told Channel 4 reporter Art
Humphrey.

Asked what llfe was like in the
nursing home, he told Humphrey:
“Nothing gocs on. It’s just dead zone.
You watch TV, you listen to the ra-
dlo, you cat your meals, take your
pliis — that's it. No carcer, no faml-
1y, no wlfe, no children. Empty life,”

A private funcral was held Friday.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.

SAT/ACT COLLEGE
ENTRANCE PREPARATION

SYLVAN LEARNING CENTER
_HELPS STUDENTS MAKE THE GRADE

¢ Business 1-2-3 for New
Computer Users

» Business 1-2-3 for Users with
Some Computer Experience

Introductory Lotus 1-2-3
One Day Computer Workshops

» Investing 1-2-3 for New
Computer Users.

» Investing 1-2-3 for Users with
Some Computer Experience

-~ » ACT/SAT Exam readiness ® Continuing Telephone Support for Individuel Project Included
| « Increase vocabulary & comprehension skills “®Discount for Curtom Spreadthect Development
« Improve study habits Sindividin) Acelion- One Studeni per Campues
and have SAME DAY INSTALLATRON . i{f‘;i::; important math skills .Mim:::mr;ﬂ;:«:zm
) I 40 GALLON RESIDENTIAL sgg 5 g Classes are available now All Workshops Held Woodcrest Villa Apartments
c. Westland, 9:00 A.M.-4:30 PM.
HOT WATER HEATER m D 737-2880 Advaoes Maa Baiteuion Rl
WGALL BETWEEN 7:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M -94;2- ) oy Genter, Because success begins with the basics. o For = oo
: opw AND HAVE SAME DAY INSTALLATION 50 H . = 3 = v
v ganny, CAL AILS B 5755 W. Maple « Suite 115 » West Bloomfield
H ey 532-2160 or532-5643 L-y% 1 block west of Orchard Lake Rd. « In “Tower Street” O Inveding 1-33 (w NewDiers  Augea s $149.00
24 1 e mertirn = O Duriness 1:2:3 for New Users Avguné 314900
D lnvening [-2-) for Expaienced Usars. Auger 12 3045.00
D Business 1:2-3 for Exparienced Urers Avgea 13 314500
ROI PCServices 823 Moore D, Chelsea, MI 48118 475.7651
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Marilyn VanEvery

Farmington Hills

Lumber Supplier

Bob and Marilyn’s
Special of the Week

6’8"’ %8’
z WOLMANIZED RED PINE
LANDSCAPE TIMBERS

*14.37 cn.

FREE DELIVERY with order of 10 or more.

S——
28575 Grand River Avenue near Middlebelt

. Y
Robert VanEvery

CASH &
CARRY

FAMILY FOUNDED, OWNED & MANAGED SINCE 1948

474-6610

Houra: Monday-Friday 7:

Whers Your Business is Apprecialed and Strangets At Only Frionds WE Havon't Met
130 - 5:30; Saturday 0:00 - 4:30

(7 % . M)
Welnstein
Jewelers of Novi
(WEINSTEIN)-a most respected
name in the Detroit area jewelry
business for over 50 years.

GARY, a second generation.
Weinstein, "the youngest son of
the eldest brother” invites you to
visit him at his Novi location.

41990 GRAND RIVER « NOVI

Maon<flsurs b al
Frl 11

Sat

(\__347-0303
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:BRICKSCAPE, ux:
. INSTALL YOUR
! OWN

*PATIO sWALK
*DRIVEWAY

If You Are Concerned Aboui
An Elderly Relative Or Friend...

Consider American House For
COMPANIONSHIP » SECURITY * INDEPENDENCE
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VISIT OUR
BRICK PAVING
DISPLAY TODAY!

95 BRICKSCAPE,™
Brick Paving Systoms

21099 OLD NOVI ROAD
] NORTHVILLE, Ml 48167

348-2500

+ Spaclous Apartmonts

» 24-Hour Security
+ Soclal & Recteational Activitios

« Housakeoping & Laundry Servicos  « Boou ]5 Barber Shop
u

For An American House Near You
ROCHESTER HILL

« Maals Sorvod Day

od Transporiation n Our Van

FARMINGTON HILLS
400 Rd.»471-9141

374158.
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