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nosaurs!

12 lifelike creatures once again draw crowds to Cranbrook

By Philip A, Shorman
statf writor

The first thing you'll see when you
round the corner of the Dinosaurs!
Dinosaurs! exhlblt at Cranbrook’s In-
stltute of Sclence is the Malasaura,
the “good mother reptile.”

She lived somewhere between 72
milllon and 65 millilon years ago, In
the late Cretaccous perlod. The Los

les-based Japanese
that recreated her, Kokoro Co, Lid.,
gave her a pleasing face and the
hardware to move in an extremely
realistic fashion,

She's speclal to the exhlbit be-
cause she's the most recent dinosaur
discovery, accordlng to Sylvia Craw-
ford, communlcations coordinator
for the Bloomileld HUls institute.
She comes complete with offspring
— a palr half her size moving

. around the edges of the exhlblt, and
a nest full of hatchlng eggs.
Her contribution to history: She
. provided evidence that dlnosaurs
cared for thelr young.

THE EXHIBIT, In its second sum-
mer, features 12 llfetlke dlnosaurs
that move, snort, stomp, roll their
cyes and appear to breath. Crawford
says slnce the exhiblt opened June
11, more than 27,500 visitors have
walked through to see the most con-
vinclng set of replicas this slde of
Disney.

‘This program is designed to an-
swer questlons. 1f you've wondered
what a dinosaur’s skin must have
felt like, then touch the box with the
surface that tooks llke a three-day-
old pepperoni pizza, It's watm, sur-
prisingly flexible, yet obvlously hard
to plerce — the original Naugahyde,
perhaps.

As an alde to blind visitors, each
display has a miniature model of the
dinosaur that can be touched, and alt

details about the exhlblts are repro-
duced in braille.

The replicas themselves are three-
quarters the slze of the dinosaurs
they represent. That means the
Tyrannosautus, at 15 feet tall with

sil lab. The exhibit runs through
Sept. 10, including Labor Day, Hours
are 10 am. to 5
through Thursday; unul 10 p.m. Fri-

day and Saturday; and from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $4 for
adults, $3 for senlor citizens and
$2.50 for 3-17-year-olds.

pm. Monday

teeth ltke bowling plns, is by far the
fnnst Imposing dinosaur in the exhib-
t.

Cranbrook complements the show
wlth a slide program, “How Do We
Know About Dinosaurs?” and a fos-
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The Stegosaurus, known for
its large body, amall head
and armored spine, can move
its neck, tall and front legs.
it's one of the friendlier crea-
tures in the exhibit, although
it's hard to know if that came
across 1o Chanolle {lelt) and
Dan Heap.
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