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Wheelin’ along

Plck a street , . . any street. You'ra sure to flnd someone cruisin’ by on a
bicyele, Blcycling Is a favorite summer pastime not only for the fun of I¢,
but for the physical fitness aspect. American Youth Hostels has cashed in
on the pastime with blcycle “clubs” that meet weckly for jaunts on two
wheels. See Pago 6D, .
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‘America’s Emerald Isle’

"By M.8. Dlllon
. staft writer

Tranquility, natural beauty, solltude, simplicity and
old-fashioned friendllness — these are some of the
things Beaver Islanders like best about thelr Lake
Michlgan home,

They're also the reasons vacatloners, looking to get
away (rom it all, fall in love with the place. If you
can't relax here, there's just no hope for you.

Twenty miles northwest of Charlevolx, Beaver Is-
land is 13 miles leng and six miles wide — the largest
island in Lake Mlchlgan.

Largely forested, Beaver boasts seven inland lakes,
41 miles of beaches, 100 miles of scenic roads and au.
merous hlking trails. Fishermen and bunters will tell
you the island (s blessed with a rich varlety of animal
and plant life,

‘There are wonderful restaurants; fascinating muse-
ums; a blologleal statlon; marinas; lakeside camp-
grounds that operate on the honor system; delightful
shops with hardwood floors and wooden screen doors;
cven an antique toy store where a note invites you to
leavethe money on the counter if Mary isn't around.

Islanders are proud of thelr quallty schoots, and
their ncwest asset —a llbrary funded chiefly by
Land’sEnd retailer Gary Comber,

Sunsets on Beaver Island arcsomething to behold.

Star-gazers areln heaven here,

Beaver s the largest of an 11-island archlpelago
that from the alr “tooks llke a scattering of emeralds
steewn by the hand of a playful glant against the deep
blue of Lake Michigan,” suggested one travel writer.
Those cn route to onc of Beaver’s two small airports
are free to Judge for themselves,

VISITORS opting for the 2%-hour ferry ride ($21
rourd trip) from Charlevolx are treated to eye-pleas-
ing slghts as well. The boat docks in the heart of St.
James, a harbor town nestled in a bay lush with ever-
greens and sandy beaches.

A sign reading “Cead Mlle Fallte” (100,000 wel-
comes in Irish) glves visitors their first clue that bea-
ver dams notwithstanding, Beaver Island is a frlendly,
Irish place,

1t’s not unusual for newly-arrived city slickers to be
offered a ride to thelr motel or cottage by a passer-by,
If they accept, travelers may learn how rare it is for
an Islander to remove the keys from the Ignition. Local
wlisdom has [t that that's a good way to lesc them.

One of the nlcest customs on Beaver is the wave, and
not the kind you do at Tiger Stadlum. You can bet that
whether you're on foot or on wheels, an istander will
never pass you on the road without waving hello.

An afternoon rush hour on Beaver lasland’'s main streot, the
:,([ing’!n Highway consisted of a pickup truck and » child on n
cycle.

Plogso turn 1o Page 4

for 37 years,

Archie La Freniere, Beaver's “unofficial
plenty of tlies while presiding over the Shamrock Bar

governor-general,”

From his
plane, Beaver |
Island's Roy
Elsworth — re-
altor, Erin Mo~
te! owner, pi-
lot, forestry
management
export and clk
hunter — can
enjoy the view
of Beaver Har-
bor and the
town of St,
James.

Island has
a colorful
beginning

By M.B. Dlllon
stalfl writer

When it comes to colorful Mich-
1gan island history, Beaver Island
has a lock on bragglng rghts,

Need convinclng? Visit the (s-
land museum, better known as the
Old Mormen Print Shop. On the
Natlonal Register of historic
places, the museum is stalfed by
Beaver Island Historical Soclety
volunteers who'll confirm it in a
minute, (They'll also invite you to
help yourself to a paperback or
two from a shelf on the front
porch, as long as you bring it back,
trade it for a book of your own, or
make a small denation.)

Beaver was formed mearly
10,000 years ago when a stubborn
limestone lp scraped rocks and
sediment from the belly of a pass-
Ing glacier,

Little is known about Beaver's
first Indlan inhabitants, but It's
sald Ojlbways were around when
the flrst white trappers and trad-
crs arrived, .

Christianity may have come to, |
Beaver Island as early as thes
1600s. Blshop Frederie Baraga
built the island’s first church o0
1832, .

The only kingdom ever In exis- |
tence in the Unlted States was
founded in 1847 by self-coronated
James Jesse Strang, leader of a
Mormon colony on Beaver,

By 1850, Mormons outnumbered
the “gentiles,” malnly Irish, and
by 1852, non-Mormons were
crowded off the istand.

In the Old Mormen Print Shop,
the red-headed Strang started the
first daily newspaper north of
Grand Rapids — the Dally North-
e Islander, -

A flamboyant lawyer, Strang.
also served in the state leglsin-
ture. He appropristed land on the
island, contended he recelved di--
vine commands and practiced po-.
lygamy.
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By Iris Sanderaon Jones
cantributing travel edltor

Q: Four of ny are golng to Du-
brovnlk, Yogoslavia, on a one-
week tour, then staying anather
week on our 0wn. We plan to spead
a few days salling and o few days
land touring. The Nteratare keeps
referTing to & botel, or an laland,
called Sveti Stefan, What's the sto-
1y ot Sveti Stefen?

A: It you like sea tales, you will
love the story of Svetl Stefan on
the Adrintic coast of what is now
southern Yugoslavia. The story be-
gins in the 15th century.

The walled city of Dubrovnik sat
In its jowcled setting beside the sea
65 miles to the north. The walled
city of Budva sat above the sca six
milles north, The Turks controlled
the Adrintile coast 40 miles south
of the island In what ia now Al-
banla and made regular forays into
the area,

It was a dangerous place to lve,
80 the poople who lved on the

*J.P. asked who wanted to go up the corponate

rocky mountalnsides of Montene.
gro declded to bulld @ wall around
a tiny rock {sland as someplace to

Once upon a time in Sveti Stefan.

The isfand hotel of Svati Stefan, situated south of Dubrovnlk,
Yugoalavia, was onco a fishing village,

go when the fighting started. The
istand was just offshore, so they
could walk across at low tide. To-
day, that entire walled Lsland vil-
lage is the Holel Svetl Stefan.
Belore I tell you more, let meo
tell you how to get there by the
scenle route, You will have toured

the beautiful scaside city of Du.
brovnik. Drive south along the sce-
nic coast, with a stop for water
sports, history and bro In
Caviat.

This wholo Adriatic coast is pop-
ular with European tourists, who
come to sail, explore the llving re-

mains off ancient history, enjoy
the sunshine and sun on the beautis
ful beaches. You can plek your.
beach style ~— rock, spa-quality.
mud, sand, pebble, nude, whatever,

There I3 a huge double bay
called the Gulf of Kotor between:
Dubrovnik and Svell Stefan. Spend
at least a day driving around it,
stopping ot Herelg-Novi and other
towns,

DRIVE TO the top of the moun-
taln for a spectacular view and
tour the ancient city of Kotor,
wrapped In a wall {rom seca to
mountain top and back again.
Drive across the mountains to the
walled city of Budva and six miles
on to Svetl Stefan. You can take a;
ferry across the gulf, but youll
would mizs all that wonderful tour-]- |

ing,
You first see Sveti Stefan from
hill above the Adrlatle, an island
red 1oofs, trimmed around the edg:
3 by a stone wall. When you turn.
down olf the Adrintic Highway and;
tho summer homes (now b

m of the former Yugoslay royal,
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{adder, and naturaily, | ralsed my hand.” Ploazo tum to Pago @ .




