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Oxygen loss|
prematurely
chokes life

By Blll Parker
stalf writer

MAGINE, for a moment, lakes wlthout life.
Life without lakes: no swimming, boating or
fishing. No water skilng. No salling. It's an
cerle thought, but one that bears consldera-

tion.

Many lakes, In
are dylng a premature death. The murderer is cul-
tural cutrophicatlon, a natural process belng accel-
erated by man. |

Eutrophication is the -gradual increase of nu.
trients in a body of water depleting the oxygen,
Without oxygen, the lake dles and turns into 2
mucky swamp. It's a process that happens, eventu.
ally, to every lake. But it can take hundreds, even
thousands of years for nature to run lts course.

When plants die, the decay process takes oxygen
from the water. The decaylng plants also absorb
sunlight, which warms the water and limits the wa-
ter's ability to store oxygen. As the level of oxygen
decllnes, fish begln to dle and decay, taking even
more oxygen from the water.

All this decaying matter adds nutrlents to the
water, on which plants and algac thrive, further
accelerating the cycle: Meanwhile, the lake Is slow-
1y fllling with muck and sediment.

From a recreational view, the lake Is already
dead. Swimmers stay away from the brown, sedl-
ment-fliled water, Boaters and anglers give up
hope as the weeds become too thick to allow nor-
mal usage.
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g 15,000 cubic feot of muck from Troy's Lake Charnwood. Lake
lmprovgmenl boards across the state are keeping tabs on the project, the tirst large scale operation of its kind.

Citizens
restore

By Blll Parker .
stalf writar S

Perched In the midst of an 4(«
fluent Troy subdivislon, Lake Chal
wood was once a beautlful, 10-acre)
man-made lake, complete with a pile
vate community beach, a sandy/grie
vel bottom and plenty of ronmiigﬁ
swimming, flshing and boating. %7

But time and development todk’
thelr tall, A .

Drainage from a huge watershed
dumped everything from lawn ferti.
lizers to top soil Into the lake. 4 trib-
utary of the Rouge River that enters
one end of the lake (and exits the
other) also deposited sediment along
the bottom.

The lake was shalltw {rom the
start, averaging less than eight teet
in depth, Slowly, but surely, It began
to {t} up while weeds and algae
MNourished — a natural sign of aging.

“There was so much (sediment}
the kids didn't cven want ta swim in
the lake anymaore,” sald Joe Mikalla,
viee presldent of the Lake Charn-
wood Home Owner's Associatlon.
“That (sediment) would get all over.
you. When you got out of the water Jt
looked Ilke you were wearing black
nylons. And the weeds were really
bad, teo."
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NE OF MY favorite flsh-
ing lakes has almost
disappeared. Actually,

. 1t's just toe overgrown

with weeds to even think about

trying to catch any fish,

Captain Jon Molesky of South-
field took us charter [Ishing last
week In Muskegon. We caught a
couple dandy lake trout, but I'ma
little wortled about, cating them
since the Natlonal Witdlife Feder-
atlon's recent report which ap-
parently links a slgalflcant can-

of

from Michlgan inland lakes.

Now, I don't want to sound llke
Chicken Little, but let's face the
fact. Our lakes are dying.

1 WAS RAISED [n northern
Oakland County In an area which
1 could walk no more than 10
minutes in any direction and flnd
a lake. As a kid, I loved to go fish-
ing, swimming, boating and wa-
ter skling. That's probably why
I'm so concerned with the state of

1y turns into a swamp thea flnally
drles up. Naturally, thls process
could take thousands of years.
But with man’s asslstance — de-

cer risk with the
Lake Michlgan Jake trout.

T've also got a freczer full of
blue gill, perch and pike. But the
Michigan Health Department
says I'm not supposed to cat more
than one meal of these fish a
wecek or T could develop mercury
poisoning. 1 shouldn't glve any to
my 3-year-old daughter, The de-
partment issued a statewlde con-
sumption advisery agalnst eatlng
too much of certain predator fish

lakes. 1 r

when lfcense plates used to read
“Water Winter Wenderland.”

Locally, there's concern about
cutrophleation, the natural aglng
process of a lake, As weeds dic,
they begln to decay which lowers
the oxygen levels of the water.
With low oxygen levels, fish begln
1o die, too. Algae and weeds flour-
ish with the added nutrients from
the deeaylng matter. The cycle
continues until the lake cventual-

along the lake without
concern for the water, municipat
and industrlal discharges into the
lakes, phosphorus-based lawn fer-
tilizers dralnlng Into the lakes,
faulty septic fields - the process
is Increased at a rate as much as
flve tlmes that of the natural
rate.

ON A WIDER spectrum, lakes
are becoming polluted to the ex-

tent that they are affecting our
datly llfe,

Lake Michigan's multl-mlllion
dollar charter Industry has been
all but devastated by the NWF's
cancer scare. Although the speclf-
ic amount of carcinogens found in

- fish varles depending on whom
you talk to, everyone Involved
agrees there Is a problem. The
real question is: Just how blg is
the problem?

The Michigan Department of
Public Health Issued an advisory
last year limiting the amount of
consumption of rock bass, perch
and crapple over 9 Inches, large-
mouth and smallmouth bass, wal-
leye, northern plke and muskle
caught in Michigan Inland takes.
That's every single lake in Michi-
gan. Results of a limlted sam-
pling of flsh revealed that some
fish dld contaln levels of mercury
exceedlng the state’s level of pub-
lle concern. Since It was not feasl-
be to check all the inland lakes in

Troubled waters are calling for hel

Michigan, the MDPH issued a
statewlde advlsory.

Oblo, Indiana, Illinols, Minneso-
ta and parts of Canada are expe-
rlenclng the same problems. Ex-
perts agree, the majority of the
mercury entering our lakes Is en-
tering from the atmosphere In the
form of acid raln.

OUR LAKES and the condition
of the water In them, are deterio-
rating badly. Although same of
our lnkes were made by man,
most are natural bodles of water.
But the problems afflicting them
are .man-made. The only actions
that wlll save our lakes must also
be man-made. These problems
won't correct themselves without
our help. We must clean up our
act and begln to appreciate our
natural resources for what they

are.
Developers must be aware of
division wilt

have on a body of water and do
cverything possible not to upset
nature's balance. Lake residents
must work to keep their lakes
clean and free of chemleals and
other pollutanis.

Air pollution Is entering our -
water and polsoning our fish. We
must change our ways and clean
our alr,

1 chatlenge our politiclans to
take a strong stand against potlu-
tlon and insensitivity to our re-
sources. Forget about all the bu-
veaueratic baloney and the politl-
cal red tape and get down to the
Issues that are troubling our wa-
ters. )

Qbviously, we can't elimlnate -
these problems overnight. But If
this generatlon docsn't make a se+
rious effort to clean our lakes, -
our alr, our environment, lake life
as we know it — flshing, swim-
ming, boating and skllng — may
lve unly In the history books of -

the [mpact a

our

People stay away from
polluted Newburg Lake

By Steve Kawalakl
stalf writer

Ed Wisnlewskl, o §4-year-old resident of Waync, says
he ltkes to fish on Newburg Lake because “nobody
bothers you there; they leave you alone.”

Few boaters and no swimmers bide their time at
Newburg, the only public lake in the Observeriand cav-
crage area, None of the lakes in Wayne County allows
swimming, .

Unllko Oakland County — where lakes are abundant
and many are made available to swimmers — lakes in
Wayne County tend to be occupled more by weeds and
llly pads, | L * .

And an occaslona! flsherman. .

Blue gill, large-mouth bass and nerthern pike are
some of the fish found in Newburg.

“FISH HANG qut around swecds,” sald Wisnlewski,
who has fished the Newburg waters the last decade.
“There's weeds alt over the place, As long as people
don’t throw garbage In the water (U]l be alt right.”

Although Wisnlewsk! likes the sarenity of Newburg
Lake, he says he wouldn't mind seelng the waler
cleaned becausa it “would bo someplace to bring the
grandkids, I've got 13 of them.”

Thé 1047 acres of water haon't been open to
swinimers aince the 1930y because of rising poilutlon,
sald Nancy Watkins, manager of deslgn for the Wayne

- County Parks Divison, Boats without motors are al-
lowed on Newhurz‘

Watkins sald there will never be swimming allowed
in Newburg because of the “no-contact water,” flowlng
into it from the Rouge River.

There are no plans to remove weeds elther by chemi-
cals or by manual harvest, Watkins sald,

SHE ADDED that no one has ever requeated that
woeds be removed and that the lakes In Wayne County
are “actually exaggerated wet lands. There's more wild-
llfe and you're not going to get aand-based lnkes In
Wayne County like there are in Oakland County,

“Mather Nature didn’t make lzkes in Wayne County,”
Watkins said. “I don't think we have any weed trouble,
lhl:,l;a'Jua( its natural form. That's the way it's supposed
tobe

Weed growth is brought on by fertillzer uplllnvcr‘

from the shores, sald Maurcen Heln, an aquatic blologlst
in the stale of Michlgan's Land and Water Management
Divislon in Lansing, Since private property is limited
around Newburg, Heln said weed development might
also ba caused by storm dratns and organic soll, which
Is prevalent in the Lower Peninsuta.

‘Watkins said a master plan study i being conducted
by a landscaping flrm in Kalamazoo to look into the

possibility of cleaning the Jand surrounding the Wayne -

County lakes. ‘

‘The study will determlne whether belter flshing loca-
tlons, launching arcas; handicapped ramps and parking
could be added around the l"nkc, Watkins sald, '

Nowburg Lake, tho only publl

padn‘ln recont yoors.
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