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A touch of class

‘Think of yachting, and you immedlately assoclate it with “Lifestyles of

the Rleh and Famous,” Monstrous boats that make your speedboat look B
like a dlnghy are cruising the Detrolt River and Lake St. Clatr, And, for a o
price, you can experience such a lifestyle. Find out how on Page 8D. B
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By Jelf Counts
staff writer

Isle Royale is Michlgan's gem in the rough. For
those who venture to the Island that sits in the west end
of Lake Superlor, It offers a chance to spend time
away {rom the ¢clvilized world.

There aren't any roads or cars on the 45-mfile-long
island, but that doesn't make it another Macklnac Is-
land.

vactioneer Jeff Counts to resist, so out came
the rod and reel for a bit of fishing.

Michigan’s gemstone island

There aren't any bridle paths, horses, bikes or fudge
shops. The only way to get around is by boat or foot.
Also, Isle Royale Isn't for the day tripper, it's for the
devoted. There's one lodge, one restaurant and one glit
shap. You can see them all in about 15 minutes,

It's the rest of the Istand that attracts those who
venture by boat and plane to the natlonal park. The
maln attractlons are the stately moose, the wolves who
prey on the moose, the greenstones — Michigan’s offi-
cial gem — and the scenery. The Island has 1,400

. moose and 11 wolves. :

But [t's the relationship between the moose and the
wolves that attracts biology students and academlcs to
the Istand. The two animals are in ecologlcal balance
and depend on each other for their survivial.

The wolves kill and feed on the weaker moose, keep-
ing thelr numbers in cheek. That way the island isn't

over populated by moose, If there were too many:

moose, their sources of food would quickly be depleted.

MOOSE SPEND much of thelr time in the inland
lakes and swamps of Isle Royale, and those are the
destinations for backpackers In quest of moose,

It may scem like a lot of work, but seeing a moose In

its natural habitat or hearlng a wolf how! is worth the

effort. For those who may be afraid to walk around an
Island with wolves on [t, park rangers say there's noth-
Ing to fear. Few peaple are even lucky to sce 2 wolf.
During the last 20 years, I've made flve trips to the
Island, and each trip has been different, even through
I've seen some of the same country more than once.
The weather and my companlons have changed, but
I fecl the same thrlll at seelng a moose or hearlng the
howl of the wolf as I fIrst did at 19 years of age.
Hearing that howl or watching a moose pull its head
out of the water to look at you is worth the aching
muscles, sweatlng and work that Is backpacking.

But while backpacking has its devotees, it's not the
sport for everyone. For those who don't choose to
spend a week without a shower and their dinner hours
eating freeze drled foods, there s a lodge, housckeep-
Ing cabins and boat trips. There are also marinas on
the Istand for those with large enough boats to make
the trlp from the maintand to the istand.

Rates for rooms at Rock Habor Lodge start at $65
per day, while the rates for housekeeplng cablns start

Pioasa turn to Page 4
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its many infand lakes.

Getting there is such fun

Getting to Isle Royale National
Park is part of the fun,

Because it's an Island, get
ready for elther a boat ride or a
plane trip. Both have their advan-
tages.

Here's a raund-up of the trans-
portation options from Houghtaon:

® The M.V, Ranger III Is a
153-foot, 123-passenger boat that
sails from Houghton to Rock Har-
bor Lodge at Isle Royle on Tues-
days and Fridays cach week dur-
Ing the lodge season and returns
the next doy. The lodge scason Is
(rom mid-June through early Sep-
tember,

The boat, operated by the Na-
tlonal Park Service, leaves at ¢
a.m. Eastern Daylight Time and
the trip takes slx hours. Advance
reservations for passage should
be made with the superintendent,
87 North Ripley Street, Isle Roy-

The pristine beauty of Isle Royale can be seen even at the end of a dock jutting out into one of .

ale Natlonal Park, Houghton
49931, For more Informatlon call
(906) 4820084,

& The Isle Royale Qucen III,
an 81-foot, 90 passenger boat that
sails from Copper Harbor to Rock
Harbor Lodge frem mid-May
through September, The boat
leaves Copper Harbor 8 am.
Eastern Daylight Time and
leaves Rock Harbor Lodge at 3:30
p.m. The trip takes zbout 4%
hours. For more information con-
tact the Isle Royale Ferry Ser-

vice, Copper Harbor 49918, or

call {906) 2894437,

# Isly Royale Scaplane Ser-
vice Inc,, the on demand charter
service to Isle Royale operates
from mid-May through Septem-
ber from Houghton. For more in-
formatlon, call (906) 482-8850.

While most Mlchlgan resldents
tend to travel to Isle Royale from

either Houghton or Copper Habor,
there s the Minnesota connec.
tlon. Here's the line up from that
state:

® M.V. Voyageur I, a 63-foot,
49-passenger craft makes two-
day reund trips from Grand Por-
tage, Minn., to Wingdigb and Rock
Harbor Lodge on Isle Royale
cach Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday, The boat leaves the
malnland at 9:30 am. Central
Daylight Time. The boat remains
overnight at Rock Habor Lodge,
departing at ¢ a.m. Eastern Day-
light Time on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Sundays for Windlgo
and Grand Portage. For more in-
formation write or Sivertson’s
Grand Portage, Isle Royale
Traosportation Lines Iac., 1532
London Road, Duluth, Minn,
55805, or call (218) 726-1237.

Warp Factor

Kairlos Bamney

... HARD 70 BELIEVE WE

By Irie Sandoraon Jones
cantributing travel oditor

The white water way o see nature

FIRST HEARD THAT (ONVERSATION
TEN YEARS AGO ... .
NEXT A TOP TEN PHONE.
ChLL FRoM 1965 .. ,
RIGHT AFTER LAST YEARC
WEATHER AND A CHARY
TOPPING TRAFFIZ REPORT
FROM 1972 . ..

Golden Oldles Talk Radlo.
n

Q: Do you have any informatlon oa bow I would start
researching white water rafting trips? I'm interested
In programs for novices as this will be my first trip.

S.B.,
Plymouth

A: 1 got my fect wet briefly on the Rlo Grande in Blg
Bend Natlonal Park, Texas, and have always wanted
to pursue {t further, That trlp was run by Far Flung
Adventures (P.0. Box 31, Terlingua, Texas. Call (815}
371-2489.)

1 can tel] you that it was great fun to take a day trip
with half a dozen en each of several rafts in the Elena
Canyon, with a riverside lunch along the way.

1 also visited Jim and Jeanlne Greiner, who run
Wildwater Ltd. Ratfting on the Chatooga Rlver, right
on the border of Georgla and South Carollna (Wildwa-
ter Ltd. Rafting , P.O. Box 100, Long Creck, S.C. 29058,
Call (803) 847-8587.) An entirely different rafting style
than you'il find In the west. .

There are scveral large adventure-travel compa-
nles. I talked to Rick McMahan, vice president of oper-
atlons for AWE)

P (
which advertises itself as “the civillzed way to rough
it.” (P.0. Box 1488, Boulder, CO 80306. Call toll-free
(800) 444-0099.)
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White wator 'rnmng can be found ing on the Rio Grande In the Blg Bend |
throughout tha United Statos, Incfud- National Park in Taxag.
k) : 4

' WICKY JONES .




