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The Tom Russell Band appeals to both rock’n’rol! and country tastes.
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Brooklyn is home on the range for singer

B8y Larry O'Connor
stoff writer

The honk of a Brooklyn cab is not the same as a
nioo from a Texas steer, But Tom Russcll Is a
cowboy nonetheless.

No honky-tonks, no raliroads running down the
avenue . . . what's a country-artist to do? Well,
Russell gets along Just fine.

In fact, Russell’s address might be considered
one-of the reasons he's considered one of the most
progressive country artlsts around today.

“I'm llving in a pretty marginal area of Brook-

1yn, right on the street actually,” sald Russell, .

who will perform with his band Friday at Alvin's
in Detrolt. “All you have to do is open the door.
1t's a pretty alive area. You can walk up the block
and there's always a story happening.”

Stories are Russell's forte. He's been referred
to by crities as one of the flnest country
songwrlters around today. Yot, you'll be hard
pressed to find him on your country radlo dial.

Then agaln, we arc talking sbout a guy who
lives in Brooklyn, records in Norway and writes
sangs about people like author Willtam Faulkner.
Not exactly the whiskey, women and railread ¢lt-
tles that usually makes up country musle,

Nor is Russell the pop prince that Nashvllle
seems to crave of late.

His popularlty has reached a peak In Scandana-
via and Canada. His last album, “Road to Bay-
amon,” sold well in those areas, In the US.,

LIVE

though, the disc didn’t exactly rocket to the top of
he country charts.

“THE MAIN problem, to be frank, is that coun-
try radio format seems to be quite stlff and
closed,” Russell sald. "I think we could be played
on country radio, but we don't have a pop sound.
I'm witling to play along, but I think our market
might be with the rock crowd.”

*I don't think there I3 a tremendous amount of
art comlng out of Nashville," he added. “I think
they've settled on a format that works in a small
way. There's a blgger market they're not hitting
— the peaple that buy a Mellancamp or Springs-
teen (hat would buy a hip country album and not
be turned off by it."”

Russell's fortunes are starting to change.
Countless tours have garncred a streng grassroots
following here.

Russell even talks of a record deal with a major
1abel, one that would be to his liking. .

I think It’s a good position to be in,” be sald.
“)"rhu door Is starting to open and we're right
there.”

1f the spotlight finally gets around to Russell, it
will be the culmination of several years of hard-
ship. He released two folk albums fn the late ‘70
that dldn’t go anywhere.

Russell later fatched onto a carnlval in Puerto
Rlco. Then the bottom fell out,

“1 remember when I woke up [n a ditch about 8
in the morning wlith water rising up and (then)
walklng back to the traller soaklng wet, 1 found

my guitar shot up by some drunken sectrity
guard,” he said. “I knew it was uphill after that.

“THE EXPERIENCE was like you think you've
hit rock bottom and there's a trap door to hell.”

Through with music for the time being, Russell
went to New York. He bumped into the Grateful
Dead’s Pau) Hunter, who “kicked me back into the
business.”

“Road to Bayamon” was released In the US. in
1988, covering hls experiences In Puerto Rico.
Russetl has since released another LP In Europe,
“Poor Man's Dream.” He's walting for the possi-
ble major label deal before putting the LP out
here.

1n the meantime, The Tom Russcll Band contin-
ues to butld a ground swell with some gritty blend
of country and rock'n’roll in clubs. The group fea-
tures noted gultarist Andrew Hardin, fiddle and
accordion player “Fats” Kaplin, bass player Billy
‘Troiani and drummer Charlie Caldarola,

Band members hail from such unlikely country
ports as Las Vegas, San Franclsco and New York.

“It doesn't matter,” Russel! sald. “They're all
steeped In honky-tonk musle. They've all paid
thelr dues playing in the bars."

The Tom Russell Band will perform along
with Steve Young at 8:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 11,
at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, ont the Wayne State Uni-
versity Campus, Detroit. Tickets are $10. For
information, call 832.2355.

SKANKING YOODOO DOLLS — Hamtramck Pub

Instead of lights, perhaps ropes
and turnbuckles should have been
strung up around the stage Saturday
at the Hamtramck Pub. Reggoe
meets rock'n’roll?

The concept of blending reggae
and rock'n'roll is an ambltlous un-
dertaking, Especially when you have
a gultarist who looks llke he's been
kidnapped from Motley Crue.

Yet, Il anything, Skanking Voodoo
Dolls should be commended for at
taast trying to put a dlffcrent twist
on what has become fairly standard
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fare called “new musle.”

An amiability exists when this
four-person outfit is onstage. Call it
warmih; eall it not being obnoxious.
But Skanking Voodoo Dolls have an
caslness about them that can make a
person feel downright homey at
times.

Part of that Is due to the steady,
reggac-fled beat provided by
drummer Perez and bass player Jim
Megerlan. Also, lcad singer Beaux
Mitehell also contributes to the am-

bience, .gliding along with her
rhythm guitar and sweet vocals.

But while those three caress with
the musleal feather, lead guitarist
Brian Smith wields the axe, He pro-

er and mousse halred erowd, but
runs against the graln of the
heartbeat of reggae.

That's nét to say rock'n'roll and
reggae are unlikely bedfellows. Nor

vides the edge to the beat,
out into the bar with his wircless gul-
tar (He was careful not to disturb the
guys playing poal, though.).

Thus the edge Is provided. Some-
times, however, it cuts the band off
{rom the listener.

The heavy metallish tone of his
playing is dandy for the black leath-

is it to imply Voodoo Dotls
is a falled experiment. Quite the con-
trary,

If there is a middle ground for the
reggae and rock’n'roll, Skanking
Voodoo Dalls will undoubtedly be the
one to find it.

— Larry O'Connor

iN CONCERT

© BELAIRS

Belales i)} perform on Monday, Aug.
7, at Rick's Cale, 611 Church Si., Ann Ar-
bor. For Informatlon, call 998-2747,

© SACHED REICH

Sacred Relch slll perform along with
guests, Forbidden, on Tuesday, Aug. 3, at
Blondle's, West Sevea Mile Foad, east of
Telegraph, Detrolt. For information, call
535.8108.

0 WAY OUTS

The Way Outs will perform on Tues-
day, Aug. 8, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church
SL., Ann Atbor. For lalormatlon, call 99¢-
24T,

© B-528

The B-52's will perform with speclal
guests, Royal Crescent Mob, at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 9, at Royal Oak Musle
‘Theatre. Tickets are $18.50, For informa-
tion, call 548-7810.

© ALYZE

Alyze will perform with speclal guests,
Noosance, on Wednesday, Aug. 9, at Blon-
die's, West Seven Mile, east of Telegraph
Road, Detrolt. For informatlon, call 535
8148.

@ JUGGLERS AND THIEVES

Jugglers and Thleves will perform on
Wednesday, Aug. 9, at Rick’s Cafe, 811
Church St., Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-2747.

© QODFATHERS

‘The Godfathers wlll perform on Thurs-
day. Aug. 10, at Salnt Andrew's Hall, 431
E. Congress, Detroit. For information,
calt 961-MELT.

® HIPPODROME
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© DEAD BRAIN CELLS S
Dead Brain Cells wtll perform on Fri:zs
day, Aug. 11, at Blondie's, West Sevenmee
Mile, cast of Telegraph, Detroit. For inZ71 -
formatlon, call 535-8108. -
® CIVILIANS janaed
Civilians will perform on Friday, Avg—s
11, al Jameson's, 1612 N. Mals, Royal™=
Ouk.For information, call S47-6470.

® FIQURE4

Flgure 4 will perform with speclal
guests Dorian Gray on Friday, Ang. 11, at
Paycheck’s Lounge, 2932 Caniif, near Jos.
Campau, Hamtramek. For Information;
call 872-8934.

® IODINE RAINCOATS

Todine Ralecoats will perform on Fri-
day, Aug. 11, #t Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church
St., Ann Arbor. For tnformation, call 986~
2747,

® MOONMEN

‘The Moonmen will perform with guests
The Arbuckles on Friday, Aug. 11, at th
Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Canlff, off I-75.
@ HOLDEN CAULFIELD .

fiolden Caulfleld will perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, Aug. 11-12, &t s
Skylights, 49 N. Saginaw, Pontiae. For [a- =
formatlon, call 334-9292.

© SUBLIME WEDGE .
Sublime Wedge wil) perform on Satur- -

day, Aug. 12, at Stanley’s, 340 Pitt St

‘Windsor. For information, call 833-3443.

® HERESY )

Heresy will perform with speclal
guests, Rogues and Matress Rats, on Sat. -”
urday, Aug. 12, at Blondie’s, West Seven
Mile Road, east of Telegraph, Detrait.~

PP will p Thursday,
Aug. 10, at the Garden Bow], 4120 Wood-
ward, near Warren Avenue, Detroit. Cov-
crIs $4. For informatlon, call B33-9850.

® JOE JACKSON

Joe Jackson will perform on Saturday,
Aug. 12, at Royal Oak Muslc Theatre.
Tickets are $20. For Informatlon, cail
548-7610.

© 23-78PYZ

24-7 Spyz wlll perform on Thursday,
Aug. 10, at Rlck’s Cafe, 611 Church St.,
Ann Arbor. For informatlon, call $98-
T,
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Roya! Crescent Mob will be in
Roya! Oak Muslc Theatre.,

LOCAL

For call 535-8108.
© BENSRIVE BIQ QUYS

Jos Campau, Ham-.
tramek. For information, call 372-8934. [

0 GWAR
Gwar will perform on Saturday, Aug
12, at Salnt Andrew's lall, 431 E. Con.
gress, Detrolt. For informatlon, call 961+,
MELT. et

COLLEGE

WDTR-FM's “Detroit Musle
which is beard -5 pm. Sundays (3:30-
6:30 p.m. Tuesdags).

Here are 10 songs recelving alrplay oo
Scene,”

1. “Attltude,” The Idiots.
2.“Why Do 1 Cry?,” Peter G.
R e Nemesis.

. A Lot Like Me,” Missloasry Stew.
. “Litile World," Dascing Smoatkles.
“ ‘Funbo

8.
9. “Stand a Chance,” Kooz
10, “Too Hot,” Skanking Voodoo Dolls.

Here are the top 10 songa recelving ain.i; ©

Ko

play on WOUX-AM, campuy station
Oakland Univeralty o Rochester.

1. "Here Comes Your Mas,” Pixies.

2. "Love Song.” Care,

3, "Fool” AlL

4. “So Alive,” Love & Rockets.

5. “Qut of Newhere,” Faith No More. -
6. “Hip Swinglng,” Naked Raygun.

7. “Toys.” XTC.

0. “Just Like Heaven,” Dinoeaer Jr.

9. “Fight tte Power,” Poblic Enemy.
10.“So Far Away,” Screaming Trecs.

ONE
— Bee Gees

Inslde the mind (and noteboak) of
a reviewer:

What's this -thing on my desk,
Hmm. . . plain brown wrapper, too.
Uh oh, it’s the new Bee Gees album.
Can't let anybody sce me looking at
this thing. I'll just sncak it out.

Back home, I'm fecling adventur-
ous, I think I'll slip “One” (Wamner
Bros.) on the turntable.

“The first cut, the title track, n't
halt bad. Kinda catchy. Paula Abdul
could dance to this thing. Here's
comes the bridge. There are those
carry-you-up-to-hcaven Beo Gees
harmonles. “We are one . . , We are
onnnnceeece . . " 1glve it an 80.

Next up, “Ordinary Lives." Not
bad, clther, oven If it does sound &
little like Stevie Winwood's last beer
commerclal. "Bodygugrd." “It's b_(y
Nelghborhood” — kinda

kin:
“Tears” — there's that big Bae Gees
ballad, even §f it Isn't quite up there
with *'More Than a Woman" or “Toa
Much Heaven.” {(Not that I've lls
tened to elther song In the past dee-
ade, of course.) .

‘< ¥

“Tokyo Nights" -- a winner, even
if it does show where the brothers
Gibb may take their act, If they can't
break back into the American mar-
ket. “Flesh and Blood,” “Wish You
Were Here,” “House of Shame"—
gee, I can't remember these at ail.

“Will You Ever Let Mc"— does’t
this song ever ¢nd? “Yon Win
Again,” there’s that flop single from
a couple of years back, these guys
don't glve up ecastly, I'll say that for
them. Tell ya the truth, this one stil}
couldbeahit, .

Okay, let’s total it up. Three de-
cent songs. A couple more that
aren't too bad, elther,

It sounds contemporary, yet dis-
tinctively Bee And they leave
thelr nasally vocals at home.

Here's the dilemma: This Iso't a
bad album, but I can’t really tell
people 1lke It. C'mon, this is the Bee

©Cs,

Gi
Now, where's that George Michael
album?
— Wayne Peal

COSMIC THING
— B-62s

The B-52s relurn after 2 three.
year hiatus prompted by the death of
founding member, Ricky Wilson. De-
splte hls absence, there is no notice.
able difference In the “wacky dance”
B-523 sound. B-521 are B-523,

With the distinctive spoken-sung
vocals of Fred Schoeider and the
casily recognlzable and attractive
harmonies of Kato Plerson and Cin-
dy Wilson, the sound remains the

same.

While the Bs may still bo looked
upon as the “party dance” band, on
this album, "“Cosmic Thing,"”
(Reprise) they are lyrically more
overt in thelr deallngs with the
world around them, On previous al-
bums they have been more subtle
with (helr environmental commen-
taries, ¢.g. “Private Idaho” or “Julcy
Jungle.”

.’ “Channel Z,'" Ls a pretty

mic
. straight forwand soclal commentary;

“Space junk, laser bombs, ozone
holea/better put up an umbrella/gi-
ant stacka blowin's smoke, pollticrits
pushin’ dope.”

. P

The first single from “Cos- -

Or from “Bush Fire” this, “Rolling
through 2 ficld of molten flowers/
here's a bushfire burning.”

With Lhe creditable B-32 history
on albums like “Mesapotamla” and
“Whammy" along with singles such
as “Rock Lobster,” “Glve Me Back
My Man,” and “Legal Tender,”
mixed with the solld dance-oriented
experience of producers Nile

gers {Chic, Slster Sledge} and
Don Was (Was Not Was), it {s casy to
understand why “Casmic Thing” Is
tight, pucchy and funky.
- Highlights of the LP are *‘Dry
County,” “Love Shack,” “Channel 2,
and, oot to bellitle thelr lyrics, men.
tion must be made of the beautiful
instrumental “Follow Your Bliss."

Here's looking forward to hearing
them live at the Royal Oak Music
Theatre on Wednesday,” |
ormac Wright

QUEEN ELVIS

— Rdbyn
Hitchcqck 'n’ The
Egypiians

Robyn Hltchcock is pop musle’s
equivalent to a ring master and his
albums are a circus of sounds, imag-
¢ and whimsleal Iyrics. .

“Queen Elvia,” (A&M) the British
singer's latest effort, fits the de-
scription. Except, unlike his last LP
“Globe of Frogs” (A&M), ho drives it
home In more of a rocked-out fash-
lon at times,

His songs can be rich with orches.
tration or acoustically bare, but he
brings home the lyrical bacon. Re,
sings about cold women (“Madonna
of the Wasps™), questions the human

nature of the Queen {“Veins of the .

Queen™) and takes a swipe at a Brit-
Ish showblz person (“Wax Doll™).
Electric guitars soar, drums boom

and bass lines thunder {rom . the

opening  cut,. “Madonna of the
Wasps.” The exemplifies what
a true pop genlug Hitchoock is when
he works within tha boundarics of
conventional :

Fortunately, Hltcheock doesa’t do
that ofteo.

‘The mas!eal parts provide eome of
. .

BE

the best books, whether it be the ex-
tra guitar work of REM's Peter
Buck on "Swirling,” the overdubbed
piano by 'Andy Afetcalfc on "Ope
Long Pair of Eyes,” or the trampet
on ‘"Velns of the Queen.”

tal
are plesty of insightfcl Unes scltatle
for [raming. From *Velns of the
Quecn" we bear Hitchoock esk sama
questions about ole® Elirabeth, “Ch
the Queen

aud ber cellar foll of

tve with her.* o L.
Not exactly poetry, btut nonethe.
less, It's vintage Hitcheock. -
. ... —Larry O'Connar.




