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Hardin brings laughter to the Fisher

By Bob Sadlor
apoclal writer

Vs easy to understand why Carl Hardin is cx-
cited.

Hardln, a natlve Detroiter, Is the man responsi-
ble for putting together a comedy show at the
Flisher Theatre cailed “Laugh Jam 1989,” under
the ausplees of his CRH Productions company.

Assemblced for this Friday's show are a funny
combinatlon of Tocal and national talent, includ-
ing the headllner Chris Rock {from “Beverly Hills
Cop II and “I'm Gonna Get Yeu Sucka”), Tommy
Davidson, Detroit comle “Downtown" Tony
Brown, recently named best comic in a Metro
Times reader poll, and one other local funnyman
.« o himsell.

“I'm probably the only comedian with an
MBA,” said Hardln. He received both his bache-
lor's and master of business administration de-
grees in finance from the University of Michigan.

After feeling restricted creatively in the nor-

COMEDY CLUBS

mal business world, Hardin now has an opportunl-
ty to combine his business savvy with bis desire to
perform on the comedy stage,

“¥hat I was doing in buslness was too forral,"”
Hardin sald. “It was inh(bltIng. I had to break out.

“LIFE'S A gamble. If you don't take chances,
you'll never get anywhere.”

He's been dolng the comedy clreult for a couple
of years and is now in the process of trying to sell
a television speclal called “Cheap, But Funny” to
stations in a few markets. The special stars him-
setf.

On the business side of things, “Laugh Jam
1988" 1s a show that will tour briefly after Ity
debut in Detroit. The other cltles slated for shows
are Toledo and Chicago.

Hardin is “highly optimlistic” about the show
and hopes that it can become an anneal Detrolt
malnstay, as well as a national tour, He chose to
have the show downtown at the Fisher because he
wants to bring comedy to a slightly dlfferent audl-

ence — those who don't trave) to the suburbs for
the conventicnal comedy clubs.

“The location was onc of the things I was look-
ing at,” Hardin sald. “I asked myself ‘Why isn't
there more comdey in Detroft? Would people
come downtown to cheek out comedy?”

I was thoroughly convinced that they would.”

A PORTION of the proceeds from the show wil
also go to benefit the fund to save Detroit Public
School athletic programs, which Hardin, a gradu.
ate of Cass Tech, supports wholcheartedly. A

“Having grown up ln Detroit, I can empathize
with what's golng on,” Hardln sajd. “I resllzed
when T was there (Cass Tech) that the school sys-
tem didn’t have the resources to compete.”

“Hapefully, the show whl make a dent.”

“Laugh Jam 1989" comes to the Fisher The-
atre in Detroit at 8 p.m. Friday, Aug. 11. Tick-
ets are $16.50 and are available at all Ticket-
Master outlets or by calling at 645-6666.
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Here are some tistings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who is appearing at your
.club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-

centric Newspapers,
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.

© BEA'S KITCHEN
Alturo Shelton will perform with

36251

Downtown Tony Brown and Bruee

Wilsen will perform Friday and Sat-
urday, Aug. 11-12, at Bea’s Comedy
Kltchen, 541 Larned, Detrolt, Show-
times are 9 p.m. and t1:15 p.m. For
informatton, call 861-2581.

© CHAPLIN'S EAST

Dave Dogan will appear on
Wednesday and Thursday, Aug. 8-12,
at Chaplin's East, 34244 Grocsbeck,
Frascr. Showtlmes are 8:30 pm.
‘Wednesday and Thursday and 8:30
pm. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For Information, call 792-
1902,

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH
Heywood Banoks will appear
Thursday, Aug. 10, at Chaplin's
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Plymouth in the Plymouth Hilton,
14707 Northvitle Road, Plymouth.
For Informattion, call 454-4680.

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Tony Hayes will appear Tucsday-
Saturday, Aug. 8-12, at Chaplin's
West, 16890 Telegraph, sauth of Six
Mlle, Detrolt. For Informatlon, call
$33-8866.

© HOLLY HOTEL

Al April will perform with Karl
Anthony and Tommy Chun Thursday
through Saturday Aug. 10-12, at Hol-
ly Hotel, 110 Battle Alley, Holly.
Show times are 8:30 p.m. with addi-
tional 10:30 p.m. shows on Friday
and Saturday. For Informatlon, call
634-1891,

O JOEY'S LIVONIA

Ruben Ruben will perform Thurs-
day through Saturday, Aug. 10-12, at
Joey's Comedy Club, 35071 Plym-
outh Road, Livonla. Showtimes are 9
p.m. Thursday and Friday and 8:30
pam. and 10:30 p.m. Saturday, For
reservatlons, eail 261-0555.

GEE, SANDY!
| HOPE
EVERYONE

COMES TO
SEE US AT

MEADOW

0 JOEY'S WYANDOVTE

Ruben Roben will perform on Sun-
day, Aug. 13, at Shots on the Water,
507 Blddle Ave., Wyandotte. Show-
time is 9:30 p.m. For Information,
call 281-SHOT.

© KOMEDY KORNER

Orlapdo Reyes will perform
Wednesday through Saturday, Aug:
9-12, at the Komedy Korner, 161
Rlverside, west of Quelette, Windsor,
For information, call (519) 252-6848.

© LOONEY BIN

Jef Brannan will perform Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 11-12, at the Wolve-
rine Lounge and Looney Bin Comedy
Club, 1655 Glengary, Walled Lake.
Showtlmes are 8 p.m..Friday and 8
and 18:15 p.m. Saturday. For infor-
mation, call §69-9374. .

© LOONEYBINTQO |

Gary Thison will perform Friday-
Saturday, Aug. 11-12, at The Looney
Bin at The Roxy, I-94 and Haggerty .
Showtimes are 9 p.m. Friday and 8
and 10 p.m. Saturday, There’s a $5

caver charge. For Informatfon, calt
695-1829.

@ MISSKITTY'S

Dennis Batler will appear with
Greg Phelps Thursday-Saturday,
Aug. 10-12, at Miss Klitty's Comedy
Club, Long Branch Restaurant, 595
N. Lapeer Road, Ox{ord. Showtimes
are 8 p.m. ay; 8 p.m. and
10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. For
information, call 628-6500.

© MAINSTREET
Dennls Wolfberg will perform on -
Wednesday through Saturday, Aug.
11-12, at Mainstreet Comedy Show-
case, 314 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. For -
information, call 996-9080. .

@ RIDLEY'S COMEDY
CASTLE"

Dana Gould will appear Tuesday-
Saturday, Aug. 8-12, at Mark Rid- -
ley's Comedy Castle, 2593 Wood- *
ward, Berkley. Showtimes are 8:30
p.n. Tuesday-Thursday and 8:30 -
p.m. and 11 p.m. Friday and Satur-
dny, For reservations, call 542-8900.
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Tickets available at all r&t =T ASTESS,

ticket centers including HUDSON'S and
most HARMONY HOUSE locations.

Charge tickets by phone — Call 645-6666
or Mecadow Brook Music Festival.Box Office

CALL 377-2010

2 NIGHTS
s10.00 Per Persom .

SPECTAL ENGAGEMENT

Search and the Mitler Lite Comedy Talent Seatch,
Heywood Banks is one of the top acts in the countey.
His recendly aired speciat on HBO met with rave
teviews,..catch this shaw and find out for yoursell!

For more information‘ca




