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Newsman trades hats

Contlnued from Pago 1

“Learn to write, It's important,”
saild Trafelet, quoting advice from
‘Tom Greene, a former capital corre-
spondent and colleague at WIBK/
Channel 2, “You cap learn the busi-
ness on the job, But learing to write
Is 30 important. . .

“Unfortunately, I don’t do a lot of
writing, (at work),” Trafelet sald.

SINCE GRADUATING with a 5°

bachelor’s degree In journalism
from Michlgan State Unlversity In
1970, Trafelet has been an asslgn-
ment manager at two news stations.
He went to work 2t Channel 2 imme-
dlately after graduation; he's been at
Channel 7 for 15 years.

Tralelet and 100 other editorial
employees form the backbone and
guts behind the glitz and glamour of
the on-alr newa readers at Channel 7

Today, while Trafelet shares a
computer terminal, many of the sta-
tlon's. reporters still usc manual
typewrlters — a seemingly passe
feature for a television station other-

* wise technlcally advanced in news
gathering.

“Cellular telcphones are great,"
he sald. "In the old days, reporters

had to call back here and we had to
make the calls for them."

Trafclet talks about the work/
writing styles of TV personalities
with an editor’s famillarity.

“Dave Gilbert gets in here at 3
p-m. and he’s litecally out the door,”
Trafelet said. “He'll do a story for 6
p.m. and even § p.m. Cheryl Chodun
i3 the opposlte end. Her shift might
not start until 10 p.m., but she gets in
here at 8:30 p.m. or § p.m. and starts
pounding at the phones.”

REPORTERS HAVE something
to say about him, too, .

Dave Gllbert, who llves In Farm-
Ington Hllls, recallz the time
Trafelet sent a news crew behind his
house as a joke and told him they
were developing Jow-Income housing
nearby,

A fellow assignment manager
yells in fest, “Jobn, you're sweating
in the back,” as Trafelct poses for a
picture.

“If I knew John lived right down
the street when I bought my house, I
wauld have bought further north,”
Joked Jim Herrington, the station's

* -political reporter.

Trafelet appreciates and acknowl-
edges the easygoing camaraderie —
the same kind of closeness he cltes
amang fellow flrefighters.

“1t's the thrill of the hunt for in-
formatlon, it cbbs and flows all
day,” sald Trafelct, as he launches
into a story abaut how he and report.
er Mike Holfeld scooped the other

. stations with nstory ona rald on a

macblne-gun factory in ‘Dundee In""

Monroe County.
“It's fun working a story when no
one elsc Is there,” Trafelet sald,

EVEN AS a child growing up [n
Okemos, Trafelet shawed signs of hla
calling. “My flifth grade teacher
wrote on my report card, “Your son
1s too nosy,’ " Trafelet sald.

Now he gets pald to be.

With his adrenalin pumplng, some
would think Trafelet would just want
to go home and put his feet up. He
enjoys “cocooning” — burrowlng
into home Llfe. He also enjoys belng
a DINK — the buzzword for people
with double incomes, no kids — with
his wife Claire chael, 37.

Carmichael now works for MDI
Creatlve, a marketing firm, in De-
troit’s Renalssance Center. She's a
former preducer for “Good After-
noon Detroit" and for Jerry
Stanecki’s “Newshawk.”

The couple owns two dogs,
Blsmarck, a schnauzer, and Garbo, a
soft-coated Wheaton terrier,

part ls secing people up and around
agaln"”

' CAPT. DAVE Ewart, 0lso a pald,

police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
i ea police {inci.

on-call who

works with Trafelet, credits
Trafelet's ablllty to extract informa-
tlon from people on the scene. “He
calms people down and gets people
to talk. That's probably hls news
background comling out,” Ewart

1d.

As chairman of the planning com-
mlsslon, Trafelet concerns himself
wlith things llke controlled growth. It
was hls idea to post zoning change
slgns on land up for rezoning, as a
way to let resldents know of pro-

ed changes,

“It used to be more fun, more In-
teresting,” Trafelet sald, “I can re-
member Richard Lampi (communlty
development coordlnator) saying
during the recesslon, ‘We have 2,200
vacant lots in Farmington Hills.
‘What are we golng to do?’

“Now we don’t have enough va-
cant lots.”

As planning commisslon chair-
man, Trafelet tries to help residents
understand why the status quo isa't
always the best idea.

“He's a good friend,” sald Ed Gar-
diner, clty planner. “He's very ambl.
tious, dedicated and loyal to the clty.
He scems to know everything about
what goes on In the city. He spends
time following up on things.”

As they say in the news business,
“If the press dldn't tell us, who
would?"” .

ar
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

© MOCK TERRORIST

The children’s program coordina-
tor for the Send Internatfonnl Mls.
slonary Internshlp, 86200 Freedom,
told police a field exerclse involving
a mock terrorist was organized for
children going abroad,

Farmington Hilts officer Don Fra-
dette sald Pat Mortenson told him
the exercise was designed to famil-
larize the children with terrorist
acts, The mock terrorist who took
part In the exercise actually was a
campus employee.

At 11 am. Tuesday, police re-
sponded to a report that & man
wearing dark Army clothing and
bearing an automatle weapon was
seen marching a group of kids from
the playground Into the woods,

Flrst on the scene, Fradette saw a
man wearing camouflage fatigues
and holding a rifle walking away
from a small group of children.

Wtih hls service revolver drawn,
Fradette ordered the man to drop
the rlfle. After the third command,
the man complied. The rifle con-
talned several blank rounds.

Fradette also removed a hunting
knife from the man's belt.

© WOUNDS SELF

A 23-year-old man awalting a lar-
ceny charge used a small piece of
metal to slit his arm white lodged in
the Farmington Hills Jail Tuesday.
The man later escaped from custody

The man told pollce ha got it from
a cellblock telephone, but that
couldn’t be substantiated, Murphy
said.
© ESCAPES INJURY

A screwdriver that shattered a

from a Pontiac jall facility. windshield of a moving car in Farm-
A celiblock check at 2:15 pm, ingtod HIls struck the driver In the
turned up pothing unusual. chest but didn’t hurt klm Wednesday.
But when an officer to g to a F Hitls
a request for belp 25 minutes later,  PoOlicereport:

he found a 2.Inch-long cut on the
man’s right arm, above the wrist. A
small piece of bloody metal was
found in the man's left hand. The
maa said he dldn't want to live any-

When a car pulled in front of hls
car castbound on 13 Mile near Orc-
hard Lake Road at 8 a.m., 2 24-year-
?ld Northville man swerved around

t.
The other driver followed the
Ny man to febelt. Th

pleaded Innocent to two felooy
counts of breaking and eatering of
an automoblle.
Harris set cash or surety bond at
2,000 pending a preliminary exam
In 47th District Court. The defend-
ants face up to flve years In prison if
convicted.
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‘The three were arrested after sur- .

velllance officers watched as the oc-
cupants of a van crulsing the Ken-
dallwood lot looked Into vehlcles
with flashlights. At 3 am. offlcers
heard glass break and saw two men
run back to thelr van carryleg ltems.
The van was stopped at the exit to
the complex and ltems belleved
stolen from vehicles parked at Ken-

more. K
the F Hills
man had spoken to a frlend by phone
shortly before because the command
desk recelved a call from an unlden-
tified person stating he thought the
prisoncr had just sltt his wrist,

Medics treated the prisoner at the
Jail before two officers drove him to
Botsford General Hospltal, Farm-
ingten Hllis, for further treatment.
‘The man later was moved to Clinton
Valley Center in Pontlac for obser-
vation but he escaped custody that
nlght. There's a felony warrant for

Is arrest.

Pollee aren't sure where the man
got the plece of metal. “We thor-
oughly searched him when we
br;:(;xght him in,” Lt. Richard Murphy
sald. *

ere,
the Northvllle man pulled into the
Ieft-turn lane and the other driver
continued {n the through lane.

When the light turned red, the
other driver threw a-screwdriver
that shattered the windshield of the
Northvllle man's car and struck him
in the chest. Damage to the car was
estimated at $250,

© FELONY CHARGES

 Three 17-year-old Detrolt men
faces felony charges in connection
with the break-ins of two cars at
Kendallwood Apartments on 12 Mlle
Aug. 1.

Arralgned Wednesday before Dis-
trict Judge Fred Harrls of Farming-
ton, Stacy Brim, Merty Joc Rodrl-
guez and Richard Paul Hodgson cach

d were found inslde, Lt. Gor-
don Ross sald.
© SCHOOL VANDALISM

i

Tools and a VCR valued at §650 -

were reported atelen from Larkshire
Elementary School, 23800 Tuck,
Auvg. 2-3, .

The vandals left damage, clga-
refte butts and beer cans in thelr
wake. No dollar estimate of the van-
dallsm was avallable, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.

@ GAZEBO DAMAGE
Six statned glass windaws were

broken in the gazebo at St. Alexan- |

der’'s Catholfe Church, 27635
Shiawassee, Aug. 2-3. No doliar esti-
mate of the damage was avallable,
aceording to a Farmington Hills po-
lice report.
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LOCATED AT
23298 Farmington Rd.

(in the downtown
Farmington Center)
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3 EVENING RENTALS

- Join Entertainment Time Video the week of our very

Grand Opening and registerto win many fantastic prizes!
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But excitement s In Trafelet's --—-ﬂ--—-—--------n---ne-ﬂ--n-—u—u——u———n-n--——n
blood. On his belt, he wears a pager [
{gr the newsroom on one side and a a @ 0 ]
- bfheper for the fire statlon on the ] @ % ]
other. e
_He's been o pald, on-call fire- i O \0 1
fighter for 10 years; an EMT since i Q :
087, .
. ““When the tornado siren goes off, X = & 1
Ieave my famity,” Trafelet said. “I
leave Clalre and the two dogs. I tend ] 1
to remember the familics, 1 help. 1 i []
truly close my eyes and remember 8 i
the bad ones (accidents). The fun - B
L Free movie
Breast cancer [l rental applies B
can be cured in almost i only when two §
90% of cascs when [] movies are §
detected early. | égﬂ"fd E'f“""a"‘
Call us for information. ] 5ubje:1yio éﬁ%iy ]
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