Merger fails; hospital closes

By Phlllp A. Shorman '
stalf writer

Hedford Townstlp's supervisor
would llke to see an Investor buy the
now-closed Redford Community
Hospltal and turn it into a senlor elt-
izens' apartment complex.

The hospltal, after recently falllng
to affiliatc with Botsford General
Hospltal in Farmington Hills and
earller with Providence Hospltal [n
Southfleld, officlally closed Aug. 1,
accordlng to Frank Buttler, hospital
spokesman, ’

* Redford Community Hospital la
about one mlle south of the South-
fleld limit, between Telegraph ‘and
Beech,

: Buttler sald no patients were n
the hospltal when it closed. He sald
less than 100 full-time employees
will recelve their full pay and witl be
paid for accrued vacation time; their

health care benefits wlll be extended
through the end of this month, -

Low relmbursement rates from
Medicare and Medicaid, the most
common types of Insurance for pa-
tients of the hospltal, were cited a3 &
primary, if not the prlmary, reason
for the closlng,

“IT'S A tremendous loss to Red-
ford,” said James Kelly, township
supervisor. Kelly worked as chalr-
man of the negotiating team when
the hospltal trled to merge with
Providence. He said he still thinks
Redford nceds a hospital of its own.

“It's very advantageous to have
your own hospital. ] would bave
liked to see some affiliation” with
Botsford or Provldence because the
community would have benefltted
from having those doctars on staff,
Kelly sald.

Paving of driveway
approaches affirmed

Driveway approaches must be
paved where required in Farming-
ton. Walvers will not be granted, the
clty council affirmed Monday.

The council refused to waive the
requirement for a Moore Drive resi-
dent. Granting the wajver wouldn't
be fair to ather residents who have
already complied with the require-
ment, {he council sald.

For many years, the city has or-
dered sldewalks to be installed and
driveway approaches to be improved
if not done at the time the property
was developed,

Last year, the clty ordered drive-
way approaches and misslng side-

walks to be Installed on properties
north of Grand River. This year, the
order was cxtended to south of
Grand River,

Property owners are required to
Install concrete-type approaches be-
tween the curb cut and the sidewatk.

The ordinance was adopted to
keep loose debris from gravel drive-
ways off paved roads and also to im-
prove drainage.

“Perhaps more Important, It re-
duces both the property owner's and
the clty's concern over the injury of
persons caused by the loose gravel,”
City Manager Robert Deadman sald.

However, Kelly said he notified
Redlord’s Chamber of Commerce of
the clostng Aug. 1, and added that he
saw some support for turning the
hospltal into a senlor citizens’ com-

"We can't dlctate to whoever buys
it, but that’s what I'd llke (o sce It
used for,” Kelly said. He added ft
would be a good use {or the hospital
because cach room already has fts
own adfolning bath and already ls
bullt apartment-style, Kelly also
said It's larger than the planned 58-
room senjor complex being built.

Marilyn ieldenbrand, township
clerk, served on the hospital’s board
for eight years, slx of them as chalr-
woman,

“WVE TRIED for a long time to
find a suitable partner. A small hos-
pital is going Lo be qulte a luxury in
the future,” she said,

Heldepbrand  said  the hospltal
closed voluntarlly and did not go
bankrupt, although she added it was
operating at a deficit.

"There's money left to maintain
the building until something can be
donc with it,” Heldenbrand said. But-
tler also said the hospital, by closing
now, wiil be able to meet its fInan-
cial obligations.
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Heldenbrand sald the “patient
census” largely was responsible for
closing the hospltal. She said ideally,
most hospitals receive patlents with

a varlety of health care
(hat eventually balance out.

However, she said most of the pa-
tients at Redford Communily Hospl-
tal were on either Medlcare or Medl-
cald. !

“Fhey don't reimburse at the jevel
of expenses,” Heldenbrand sald.

The hospital opened in 1956 and in
recent years had adopted cost-cut-
ting moves such as shifting scveral

types of surgery to proce-
dures,

BUTTLER REFUSED to name
the most recent patenttal partners
approached to affiliate with Redford
Community. “We just couldn’t make

Batter up!

Farmingion Hills firetighter Marty Knorp (ieft) is up to bat-""}
while Chatles Wolf of the Metro Airport firctighters [
catches in last year's benefit softball tournament for th

a fit between the dup of ser-
vices and cost efficlencies. There
wasn't any one single factor for the
closing,” Buttler said.

“We've had no mentlon of buyers,
but we've had several calls regard-
ing It,” he added,

Even though the hospital 1s closed,
Buttler sald d

tfor Burn This year's event wil
begin at 10 a.m. Saturday at Pioneer Park, Farmlnglon"_‘
Road, north ot 13 Milc, Farmington Hills. Play will continua
through the day; the final game will start at 8 p.m. Six~-{
teams from around the metro area will compete, Proceeds
will go to the NIBM 1o promote burn safety. To donate, Callnn:
tirefighter Denny Hughes, $53-0740, or NIBM official Lisa™ |
Parker, 769-9000.

tors are in and the finance, personnel

and medlcal records arcas will stay
open for the immedlate future.
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.and door frames. : = DY
Merillat’s exclusive WhisperGlide® side- a
mounted roller guide system, easy-clean 5
{aminated vinyl interiors, and durable mmitdré;-;
finish will increase your satisfaction with your
Ambherst Cherry cabinets. : ;§

W,

The best of real cherry has been chosen for
this elegant cabinetry. Merillat quality is eviderit
in the solid cherry front frames, drawer fronts’x;
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