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Schools get facelifts
Repairs, renovations to cost $4.5 million

By Noreen Flack
stoll writer

ARMINGTON PUBLIC
Schools is spending $4.5

mililon (his summer on

bullding renovations and
cleanup, but classrooms and hall-
ways wlll shine for students belore
the first school bells ring.

"“The good news ls, with the excep-
tlon of the Farmington High medla
center, everything is on target,” act-
ing superintendent Michael Flana-
gan sald.

Projects for the 10,700-student
district include roof repairs, asbes-

more work than we've done In 20
years,” Flanagan satd.

“I see this as the last year or two
before financlal reform,” Flanagan
said. “We have been trying to take
care of roofs and things now, so that
when funding cquity comes in, we
don’t have a roof competing with
textbooks. This way, we can do
bath.”

Flanagan, oversecelng an $85-mil-
lion operating budget for the 1989-90
school year, foresces statewlde
school finance reform, a program to
equalize fundlng for all Michigan
schools,

t-of-formul

{03 removal, cxp
and annual maintenance, “This is
ST

schoof  districts
like Farmington, which get most of

their money from local taxes, wilt be
affected the most by any reform
measure. Flanagan views finance re-
form as fnevitable but said it will
likely he phased In if done through
the Legislature.,

FARMINGTON HIGH, 36 years
old, is undergoing a series of build-
Ing Improvements with $3.3 million
ticketed for rcnovations. Money to
pay for this work comes from the
sale of dlstrict property to Farming-
ton Hllls-based Little Caesar Enter-
prises in 1885,

About $2.7 milllon of the $3.3 mil-
llon is carmarked to modernize the
media center, The new 12,000
square-foot center, doubling the size
of the exlsting center, will be the dis-
trlct’s  telecommunications hub,
eventually Ilnking the district clec-
tronlcally with the community,

Other FHS improvements include
revising the lobby area, repairing
the pavement of the front parking
arca, rcmoving the smokestack
chimney and installing a satellite-re-
celving dish on the school roof,

“Education needs an overhaut
with the environment as well as
technology,” said Tina Jensen,
Farmington High parent.

“I am really pleased with the im-
provements the Farmingten school
system has been making this sum-
mer.”

“We need to add things like out-
slde landscaping to create a better
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taking place in the guidance center. This area will have new
offices; a conterence room will be added.

Story by Flanders student
is published in magazine

Inge-Lise Baessler, a student in
Hobert McLean's fourth grade
class at Flanders Elementary
School in Farmington, hod this
short story published in the Aug-
ust issue of Children's Album, a
California-based mapazine of
children’s crafts and cregtive
writings. “Each year, we receive
thousands of submissions but
publish only a select few,” said
Kathy Madsen, editor of EGW
Publishing in Concord, Calif.

IT WAS a cool merning and 1 was
walklng through the woods. There
was a gentle breeze blowing my hair
back and the air was cool and fresh.
1 was cnjoying the sound of a swal-
low when there in {ront of me was a

little mouse wearing a dress. She ran
and hid behind a toadstool.

Realizing I wouldn't hurt her, she
crept out and sat on top of the toad-
stool and told me her name was
Rita. We met there every day and
became good fricnds. One day she
showed me her llttle village in some
old tree stumps by a river. The beds
were made of moss and there was a
playground made of sticks golng
around the stumps,

One day Rita didn't come to our
toadstool meeting place. I ran to the
village looking for her and found her
caught 1o a branch In the river, I ran
to help but a little boy mouse was
already rescuing her.

Both of them were very tiredso I
gave them a Lft back to the stump.

for the kids,” she add-
ed.

EAST MIDDLE School reccived a
new $13,650 lighting system in the
gymnasium to lmprove brightness
for activities.

On the way, the Httle boy mousé told
me hls name was Ricky and be was
golng to marry Rita In a few days.

‘The next day, I heard on the news
that there was a flre burning the
woods. I ran as fast as [ eould to the
stump. In a basket, I carried all the
village mice to safety at my house.
We had Ricky and Rita’s wedding at
my house and I gave them a feast
they wilt never forget.

It was declded by the village mice
that it was too dangerous to bave a
human being around their village. 1
waiched as they all set off for a safe
part of the forest and they promised
they would come back and visit me
some day. I was very sad, but I'll al-
ways remember Rita and Ricky and
thelr friends,
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Inkwell provides news about
Farmington-area primary and
secondary students and educa-
tion issucs. The column appears
monthly as part of the Observer's
“School Page.” Send news items

schools to strengthen educatlon
through evaluation and accredita-
tion.

© EARN SCHOLARSHIPS
Eastern

from the Farmington area (o receive
Regents-Alumn!  Scholar Merit
Awards for “outstanding academle
achievement, scholarly promise and
piounun contribution to the Unlver-
sity Ad

(: The School Page, Far
Qbserver, 33203 Grand River,
Farmington 48024, Inctude a tele-
phone number where a contact
person can be reached during the
day. Items will not be taken over
the phone.

O MATH STANDOUT

.3 Jelfrey Gell of Farmington Hills

'EMM in the top 25 in his grade level
the state mathemalics finals at

‘Central Michigan University.

+ He la an elghth grade student ot

troit Country Day School, Beverly

ills.

SCHOOL ACCREDITED

gh
‘the 1988-89 school year, sald Gerald
-Potter, princlpal.

“Once I every seven-year cycle,
ch NCA school must undergo a
mprehensive self-study followed
y an NCA team visit,” Potter sald.

“Thls achool was last evaluated in

L]
Office of Financlal Ald has selecied
275 high school sludex'n.s to receive
1989 o

Local winners were Jennkfer Mon-
roe, Roberto Devoto, Ellzabeth
Gi

Awards,

Among those carning a scholar-
ship were Sonya Sullivan of Farm.
ington and Kenneth Morris, Anthony
Peruchictte and Danny Schester of
Farmington Hilla.

Oren Traub, Yolanda Wu
and Adam Welner.

They were nominated for the mer-
it award based on grades, class rank.
ing and test scores, Nomlnces were
interviewed by U-M alumni repre-

Winners of the $1,000 sch
must earn a 3.5 grade point average
In high school or at a community m}-

thelr ares;
final declslons were made by the
Hnlvenuy Regents-Alumn} Award

lege and must
ing leadership ability.

@ SCIENCE INSTITUTE

Keiko Kubato, Brigltie Dery, Kao-
rl Kubato, Jenplfer Andes and Vipul
Panchal, all of Farmington- Hills,
were among 34 outstanding
school senlors chosen to participate

Students selected as Regents-
Alumnl  Scholars wlil recelve a
$1,000 scholarship when they earoll
in the U-M at Ann Arbor {n the fall.

@ JOURNALISM STUDY
Rea for excellence at the
Ball State L_Unlvg:nlly Journallzm

in Lawrence Technological Unlvers!-
ty's 215t anoual { k Summer
Seienco Instituta In Southfleld,
They wero selected on the basis of
deml: and interest

;1986. In the interim years, & school
s accredited on the basly of its re-

means that the eondlt!gmjgr e;l!'c@

In the sclences. Particlpants recelve
instruction from’ Lawrence Tech's
science laboratorles and computer
facillties.

itive
! The nassoclation ~works with

© U-M AWARDS
The of hos so-
lected six top high rcheol senlors

Hills Mercy
High students Julla Jensen, Jennifer
Cook, Shelly Soenen, Ellen Peck, An-
drea Meck and Susan Broughton par-
ticipated in a week of study in year-
book and photojournalism.

More than 300 students spent the
week In Muncle, Ind, atlending
classes, lect! and lab sessions,
Students obtalned skills that assist In

hen

Along with renovations and Instal-
latlons, schools are undegoing thelr
annual “scrub down” before students
return.

Cleanup operations Include re-
movlng glue, gum and tape from
desks and floors. Windows and walls
were given a bath and floors were
stripped, waxed and buffed.

“We Just keep smillng,” sald Joan
Bowen, Forest Elementary School
secretary, referring Lo the amount of
wark that needs to be complete be-
fore school starts.

At Forest, $24,230 is budgeted to
expand the main office area and
present “a better flowlng office for
the principal and students,” Bowen
sald.

“The new carpeting In the lobby
area will bring warmth Into the
school,” she said.

Asbestos ceiling tiles were re-
moved and replaced with new tiles
at North Farmington High, Beech-
view Elementary, East Middle
School and Forest Elementary at a
cost of $250,000.

NORTH FARMINGTON recelved
a new $85,000 roof over the pool
area after the 28-year-old roof col-
lapsed near the end of the school
year, sald Don Cewan, principal.

“We have been greatly under-
spaced since the bullding was bullt,”
Cowan sald. “Revamplng the gul-
dance center will glve more space
and make It more confidential and
avallable for university officlals and
students meetings.”

Warner Mlddle School underwent
2 $540,000 roof replacement.

And both the Community Educa-
tion Center on Shlawassce and
Farmington High await new win-
dows, which should be delivered by
mld-August at a cost of $345,000,

A new districtwide phone system
was Installed July 31. It connects 40

RANDY BORST/slaff photographer.

Eric Schofield of Northwest Acoustical in Southficld install
molding that will support a new suspended celling at Beech
view Elementary. He uges otilts to keep him at the proper.

working level.

offtces and schools.

Improvements other than the
Farmington High work will be pald
from the district's general fund.

Meanwhile, the new $7.3 milllon

westside elementary school, on 11 i
Mile, east of Halstead, Is on target to ;'
open in fall 1990. A bond issue ap-
proved by voters in January will pay
forit.
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