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The Michigan Renaissance
Fesnual runs scucn czmsccuuuc

aty
Aug. 12-13, 18-20 and 20-?7 Satur-
day-Monday, Sept. 24, and Satur-
days-Sundays, Sept. 9-10, 16-17
and 23-24, at the shire of Hol-
tygrove in Holly. Hours are 10
a,m. to 7 p.m, For ticket informa-
tion call 645-0640.

By Kevin Lawrence
spoclal wrlter

ET'S AUGUST, 1550, The King

and Queen have invited you to
feast with them and you're
getting ready.

Remember, it's not every day one
is invited to dine with the King and
Queen. Don't be late. But don't be the
first nobility over the drawbridge,
either.

And gentlemen, be careful you
don't miss that last button on your
doublet (vest). Make sure your skirt
is straight (yes skirt), and that your
Jerkin {anclent suit coat) has been to
the cleaners recently, .

Ladies, allow yaurscl{ plenty of
time to get ready. Remember, it
takes more than three hours for a
lady to be properly colffured and
dressed in a bum roll (big is better),
corset {at the same time - smaller {3
better, too), petticoats, floor-length
sklrt with hoap, bodlce with detach-
able steeves, stomacher (outer bod-
ice), collar and hat.

MOVING FORWARD from 1550
to 1938, there Is 5till occasjonal de-
bate on what one should wear and
how long it should take to dress. But
you can come ns you are to the 10th
annual Micklgan Renalssance Festl-
val and enjoy the general mer-

" rymaking and, of course. the authen.
. tic costumes worn by more than 400
craftspeaple and eatertalners, .

Barbara Logan of Royal Oak, a
former Farmliogton Hills resldent, is
marketing dlrector for the luﬁval
group, which is housed in a small,
downtown Blrmlngham o((lu "Peo-
ple really aren’t sure what the Re-
nalssance Festival is,” she sald. “But
the brave go and have a great time.
Our exlt polls Indlcate 58 percent of
our guests wlil return. And they tell
thelr friends. Last year, over our
seven weekends, 130,000 people at-
tended the festival.”

The Renaissance festlval Is an ac-
curate re-creation of a 16th century
European village during a harvest
celebration. Continuous entertaln-
ment {(merrymaking) {lls the nine-

Costumed in the royal manner are Carol O'Connelo as Prine

cess Viola and Rick F

s Prince R

a
annual Michigan Renaissance Festlval.

acre festival site on a wooded clear-
ing in Holly.

The viliage is peopled by jesters,
servers, weaches, dancers, mimes,
mnxlclnns, Jugglers, puppeteers,
minstrels, knights, lords and all
manner of townsfolk. Craltspeople
from plekle sellers to glass blowers
to clothesmakers offer their wares
for sale. But to be truly accurate, the
"villagers” nced to look the part.

““With over four hundred costumed
partlclpants, you can imagine the
cost involved,” sald Logan. “That's
why, except for the principles, ev-
eryone provides their own clothing.”

A COSTUME can cost the Renals-
sancer $75 to $300, depending on the
degree of elaborateness. And also
depending on the character to be
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at the 10th

porlrayed. because In Renalssance

times, as one's social station rose,
more claborate fashion was dictated.
Keeping up with the Joneses orlgi-
nated In the fashion world of the Re-
naissance.

“As the middle class developed,
they wanted to ook llke and started
lo wear the fashions of the wealthy,”
said Lauric Danforth of Rochester,
one of the costume designers for this
year’s festival. “Many folks back
then put almost their entlre fortune
Into ch clothes .and jewelry they
wore.”

Danforth is a free-lance costume
designer whose work has appeared
at the Muslc Hall and Attle Theater

What do the simple folk do . . . Michao! Short
of Troy, entertainment dircctor for the Michi-
gan Renalssance Festival, and Ann Pachota of

and in the Oakland {
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Ann Arbor,

JERAY ZOLYNSKY/statt pmlngr‘phu

nier
wear peasant cnulumos at the festival opemng
this weekend in Holly.

pro-
duction of “Amadeus.” She also has
been head of the costuming depart-
ment for the Detrolt Institute of
Arts’ Wassall meal.

“We want to be as outhestic as
possible. And since patterns really
don't exlst for this type of clothing, I
rescarch extensively,” Danforth
sald.

‘Two costumes she worked on for
the festival are for upper-claes char-
acters and have taken an average of
60 hours each to complete. “Working
with clothing of this peciod is espe-
clally diffleult because of the thick-
ness Involved for an accurate look.
Textiles were crude back then and
without the beneflt of central heat-
ing, thicker clothes were a necessl-
ty,” shesald.

EVEN MORE Important to the
people of the time, Danforth ex-
plained, was that they dldn't want to
look as if they had to work, Thus, the
more loyers of clothing they wore,
;.h% more money It was thought they

ad. . R

Costuming for the Renajsance
Festival has to be extremely heavy
duty [n construction becauso It takes
a lot of wear and tear, Danforth fa-
vors modern materlals llke cottons
and polyesters,

“As with anything else, budget de-
termines many priorities. In theater,
upholstery fabrics are used for their
thick look, but they're heavy and not

copled by many.
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1. Indepandent and family owned.

2, Centurles of knowledge and culture.

3. Serving thls area for 25 years, We are now gerving the
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Handmade clothlng and acceso-
res are avallable for purchase at
the Michigan Renaissance Festival.
The ltems tnclude the following:

Flowered and dried-flower gar-
lands

Large, beret, floppy hats

Tall, cone “Damsel In Distress”
hats

Shirts

Festival sells wearables

Dresses

Leather pouches
Cloaks

Belts

Carved wood staffs

Prices range from under $10 fo
the most expensive at $500 for
handcrafted and fitted leather
boots fit for aking. ~

all that comfortable to wear. And
the festival people wanted the

look but the garments had to be
washable. I went 2 bit overboard en
these. They're some of my best
work. I just wanted them right. I
made. aundergarments llke the- bum
roll (makes hips ook le:ger) and a
collar and hat on my own time be-
cause when the actress steps into
this, T want her to feel the part. It's
Just great seelng an actor get so ex-
clted about his or ber rolo when they
get Into an outfit.”

The jester wasn't kidding when he
recommended costume designer
Mary Musinski of Detrolt to the Re-
naissance Festlval management.

“It's true, I'm on a referral from
the jester,” sald Muslnski. She runs

ber own clothing design and preduc-
downtown Detrolt

tion studio in

where she manufactures a clothing
llne for women that is distributed
locally, Her work has appeared lo
the movies “The Rosary Murders,”
“Collision Course” and in swaller
production companies nwiad wwn

MUSINSKI WORKS primarily in
mliddle-class clothing for the Rennis-
sance, although one of her favérite
costumes she has doe for the féatl-
val I3 for royalty, the Queen Mother.
“Elghty percent of thls costume is
older drapery fabric, which I've
lined with more contemporary fab-
ric for comfort,” she said.

She finds much of the fabric she
uses for perlod costumes at golng-
out-of-business sales, treasure shops
and garage sales.
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Fresh \vhole steamed lobster® is just one of the many seafo
specialties we're cooking up for you. Come join us on Fridays;
for our seafood buifet featuring some terrific catches: H

H
@ Fresh Great Lake Fish !

Seafood Chowders

@ And Much Moret

Tleweeed

Celebrate the opening of Jacques Demers Restaurant &
Lounge with our special Summei Weekend Rate.®
A luxurious two-room suite compleic with living room,
private bedroom and wet bar with nfrigcralor
Two hour manager’s reception cach evening.!
Free breakfast cooked-to-order every moming in our
beautl{ul atrum.
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You don't have to be a fat cat to enjoy The Suite Lifesm
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28100 Frankdin Rd.
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Garden

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners « Carry Qut Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7,days a Week

Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat. 12-11 PM« Sunday 12-10 PM

. 469 S. Woodward « Birmingham

5 644-2913

And for you land fubbers, we'll have Pastas, BBQ Chicken, nr ,
Steamship Round of Beef. Don't miss the luscious saladss
delicious hot breads and assorted rolls. Then finish it all off wuh
a choice or two fram our popular dessert tabie.

FRIDAYS 6 P.M, TO 11 P.M. .
ApuLts $25.95  CHILOREN $17.95 o2 ant uiden |

Call now for reservations, and while you're at it, ask about our,
Weekend Packages.
*Lisnt ane labiet pet peron




