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Library for
lind books
open nouse

DBy Phllip A. Bherman
atalf writer

A special library In Qakland Coun-
ty Is about (o celebrate its 15th anni-
versary with an open house,

Not many people know about the
library; mest people can’t use it. But
the lbrary's 2,100 patrons wouldn't
be able to get along without it.

" “Everything is done with the blind
patron in mind," sald Carol Hund, of
the Oakland County Library for the

‘When I'm among my
friends and all, | know
what they've read. I've
been losing my vision
{for 40 years) and
reading is something |
feel | can't do without.’
~— Lillian Sieget
sight impaired
ield resident

Blind and Physicall; P
Housed in the b of the

Farmington Community Library on
12 Mile Road in Farmington Hills,
the lbrary caters to people whe
wol{}dﬂ use a regular Nbrary i they
could,

But they can't, so this facility has
books — Including very recent titles
and best-scliers such 2s E.L. Docto-
row's "World’s Fair,"” Garrison Kell-
lor's “Lake Wobegon Days” and
Rona Jalfe's “After the Reunlon” —
on cassette tape, flextble dlsks or In
a large-print format.

“WHEN I'M AMONG my friends
and all, T know what they've read,”
sald Lilllan Slegel of Southfield, who
has been & patron of the Wayne and
Qukland llbraries for 40 years, “I've
bedn losing my vision all that time
anjl reading Is something I feel 1
can't do without.

$They know your needs, they know
yobir limitations and they're able to
H\il‘nlo that very, very well,” Slegel
said.

Hund sald the library Is designed
for people who no longer can use a
traditional lbrary due to condltlons
such as blindness, dystexia or othet
handlcaps that prevent them from
holding or reading a regular book.
That Includes people who are tempo-
rarily unable to hold a book due to
an operation or lglnmA

"We need an application stgned by
& professional who knows of thelr
dlsabllity,” Hund sald. Applcations
are available from Hund; that's the
only requirement for loan privileges.

The library, part of the National
Lltrary Service under the Library of
Cdngress, recclves the bulk of lts
fupding from the county, Farming-
ton and Farmington Hllls, Hund said.
1ta services are free to patrons.

| HUND'S COLLECTION of materi-
als has been carefully pleced togeth-
er. Materials for young and old are

Books, Bestdes recorded materials,
there are “twin vision" books — reg-
ular print on the lelft-hand page,
braille on the right, so parents and
children can read along together.,

. Traditional brailie materlals also
dre available. Hund thinks they're
wvery Important, particularly for stu-
dents who need to review material,
“It's much easier for them than con-
stantly rewlnding a tape,” she sald.

- Special players, alse avallable
free on a loan basls, are n to
play the cassettes and Nexlble disks.
Hund sald authors agreed to have
their works represented only If they
were protected from belng rerecord-
ed.

The solution was to record the
books at a different speed, so they
couldn’t be played on conventional
|

tape decks or turntables. That way,
only people with access to the spe-
gﬁa:uremrder: could lsten to the

Hund even provides magnlfying
glasses for patrons, available for a
month at a time, One of the more
popular machlines, called a closed-
clreuit magnifier, allows the user to
slide a book under a camera lens and
the image is then broadcast to a
large screen. “We only bave two ~
they're $2,500 cach,” Hund sald.
“But they're popular because you
can put anything an it, even letters.”

Patrons don’t have to come to the
Iibrary, although Hund expects a
large crowd for thelr open house, L3~
brary users can call and request a
book and Hund will mal it out. It's
returned the same way, all free as
part of the library service,

OPEN HOUSE at the library will
be held 244 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 28,
Hund sald new advances in technolo-
8y for handicapped readers will be
on display, including the Xerox/
Kurzwell personal reader that con-
verts printed books and magazines
into synthethic speech.

member of the Wolverine

of the Telop

Ploneera of America, volun-
teers two days each month
with other membors of his
group to help repair the clec-
tronlc equipment the [ibrary
loans to the blind and handi-
capped.

“A lot of people have called and
sald they've seen a commerclal with
Stevie Wonder using a Kurzwell,
They used to be §50,000. Now they're
$10,000. We don’t have one, but may-
be, at that rate, we'll be able to get
one some day.”

| ppocial library, adjusts a closed circuit magnitylng device simi-
ar to tho type the library toana to the public,

101 by RANDY BORST/statt photographer

Margaret Bluhm, an aide for the speclal Oakiand County library, checks in records and tapes that have been returned from the

pubtic.

~
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Hudson's and Northwest Alrkl
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The Detroit Institute of Arts - Fox Theatre
2211 Woodward Avenue, Detroit « $25 sponsor ticket
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" Ticketmaster, and the Fax Theatre Box Office .
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