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Carl Levin: No ransom for hostages

By Wayne Poal
stalf writor

A military strike agalnst the ter-
rorists who killed Marine Lt. Col.
Willlam Hlgglns is appropriate, Sen.
Card Levin said, If those responsible
can be clearly Identified,

“If in the prompt time frame
there was a clearly identlfled target
of people responsible (for Higgins'
death), I think the American people
would have supported a strike of
some kind against that target ~ and
I'weuld have (too),” said Levin, D-
Detrolt.

A military strike would be Inap-
propriate, Levin sald, If the US,
failed to clearly tdentify those re-
sponsible, or I idenfitication only
came after a lengthy Investigation,

The standard sct by the 1986
bombing raid on Libya should serve
as a rough guide for future antl-ter-
rorist action, Levin safd.

“WE DID a terrific Job on Khada.
fy," Levin sald. “Number one, we
knew his role. I read his words tn the
bomblng of the cafe in Berlin, We
knew exactly what the rote of the Li-
byan government was, we knew
where to hlt and we hit it hard,”

" In ncgotlating for remaining hos-
tages, Levin said, the U.S. should
avold paying ransom,

Levin sald he doubted whether

US. offlclals were aware of where
the hostages were belng held at this
time, but decllned to answer ques.
tlons on whether government offi-
clals ever knew their whercabouts.
. His comments came durlng a
Wednesday alternoon session with
Observer & Eccentrlc reporters and
editors.

The free-wheeling discusslon cov-
ered a wide-ranging number of sub.
jects, including the natlon's drug
war, the federal budget deflcit, the
nominatton of William Lucas as the
nation's ¢ivll rights chief and Levin's
posltions on military issues.

‘To me Star Wars
makes no sense, It
would cost you far
more to deploy that
system than it would
cost the Soviets to
defeat it, All they
would have to do is
double the number of
their warheads.’
-=U.S. Sen. Carl Levin

& Regarding Lucas — Levin sald
he agreed with the Senate Judiclary
Commilttec's rejection of the former
Wayne County Executive.

*I fee] they reached a reasonable
conclusfon,” Levin sald. “I thought
his znswers to some of the questions
reinforced his lack of experience in
the {civll rights) area.”

® On conventional military mat-
ters — Levin called for removal of
select U.S. troops from Europe and
South Korea, but sald troop reduc-
tlons must be performed, ‘“very
selectlvely”.

“You can't do a lot of

if need be, he added. "{But) I
wouldn't recall airborne or intelli-
gence personncel.”

® Regarding nuclear matters —
Levin sald he favored the Democrat-
fc-backed Midgetman milssile to the
Republican-based MX, but that in-
creasing the natlon's nuclear capaci-
ty should be a lower priority than
ather matters.

“WHO NEEDS 500 more mis-
siles?,” he said. “You can make the
argument military but I don't think,
you make the flscal argument. We've

got delicits, we've got education
needs we've got environmental
needs.”

Levin also sald he opposes the
Strategic Defense Inltiatlve.

“To me Star Wars makes no
sense,” he sald. "It would cost you
far more to deploy that system than
1t would cost the Sovlets to defeat [t
Al they would have to do is double
the number of their warheads.”

Levin is a member of the Senate
Armed Services Commlttee and
chairman of Its subcommittee on
conventional forces.

reductions when you're right on the
verge of conventlonal arms talks,”
Levin said. “You don't want to und-
ermh:;c your own ncgotiating posi-
tion.”

LEVIN, WHO faces re-clectlon
next year, sald the vislt wasn't an
carly campalgn stop.

“This is just something I do from
time-to-time,"” he sald.

® Regarding the drug war —
Levin blamed both the president and
Congress for not dolng enough to
combat drugs.

“He (President George Bush) has
not even told us where we would
fund the existing law,” Levin sald.
There Is a bllllon and a haf doltard
gap, he sald, between the $2.7 billion
authorized for the federal war on
drugs and the $1.2 billien actually
belng spent. “Congress Is to blame,
too," Levin sald. "We can vote the
money at any time."

® On the deflcit —~ Levin sald an
across-the-board Income tax in-
crease Isn't necessary. What is nec-
cssary, he said, are “cuts in spending
and some targeted revenue”, Raising
the federal cigarette tax and in-
creasing taxes for the wealthiest
are steps ded

by Levin.

“If you're making $1 million a
year you're paylng 28 percent {in
federal income tax), i you make
$60,000 a year you're paying 33 per-
cent,” Levin sald, calling the sltua-
tken “absurd”.

An 15-20,000 troops as-
sjgned to protect now-dismantled
Europen missiles, as well as those
for a planncd U.S. air base In Italy,
aren’t necessary and should be re-
called, Levin sald. Some Army
troops asslgned to South Korea
should also be recalled, unilaterally
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The site of the proposed county-
owned landfill will be announced at
7 p.m. Thursday at a meetlng of the
Qakand County Board of Commls-
sfoners.

The Landfill Siting Advisory Com-
mittee, composed of 25 residents
from different geographic arcas of
the county, made the selectlon based
on a bllnd draw system.

P
erlteria to evaluate sltes around the
county suitable for the landflll. An
outside consultlng firm designed a
process by which the sltes were des-
ignated by numbers — not location.

The public s invited to attend the
meeting In the commlissioners’ audi-
torlum, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontlac.
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