Dream turns into a nightmare

NO ONE EVER envisioned our
suburban backyards as the dumping
grounds for an ever-¢zpandlog con-
sumer soclety that they bave be-
come. - ~

But more and more, resldents who
for years'thaught they had found a
peaceful asylum, away from indus.
trial waste and urban decay, are
finding thelr dream turning into a
nlghtmare.

Toxlc waste dumps, leaking oll
tanks , polluted bodles of waters in
Wayne and Oakland counties — all
are grim reminders of society's
cxcesses and neglect,

Take a moment to look at three
examples:

Longtime Plymouth business and
clvic activist Ralph Lorenz Is one of
th who feels victimized. So
strongly does he feel this that he is
suing a major oil company for a spill
which bas haunted hls buslness for
years,

Lorenz, among other things, owns
the Mayflower Hotel In downtown
Plymouth as well as the Mayflower
Meeting Hpuse directly acrass the
strect on .

Now the colorful Plymouth tycoon
is a little more than Lrritated, And
those of us who lve and work In
these beautiful cormmunitles should
be just as concerned.

In the Lorenz case, fuel ofl and

Know the
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six columns prepared by the
Michigan Tax Information Coun-
cil on the November school
finance reform ballot proposals.

gasolloe from a corner gas station In

downtown Plymouth has been leak-

ing from tanks for an unknown num-

ber of years, It has seeped Into the

ground under Main Sreet as well a3

under, the Lorenz meeting bouse,

::hlch also contains a number of of-
ces.

MOST OF hls tenants have moved
out. But Ralph can’t move. He owns
the property. And the meeting house
for ycars has been a special place in
the Plymouth arca for weddings and
Sunday brunches, among other
things,

As Ralph 20 aptly puts it. “I've got
a building with AIDS.”

Now Ralph Is no flower child, He
Is an old-style buslnessman who tries
to work things out with a handshake.
For years now he has been walking 2
tightrope between disgruntled
renters and Amoco, the cfl company
In question.

role sales

guest
coelumn

SALES TAX play an im-
portant role In the funding of schools
o Michigan, The salcs tax Iy o single
stoge tax that is levied on retail
sales of tangible goods. The sales tax
Is pald by the consumers, but is then
collected by retailers and dlstributed
to the state.

The general sales tax rate can
only be {ncreased by a constitutional
amcndment. The Sales Tax Act of
1938 established n § percent tax on
retall sales of tengiblo ' personat
property. The sales tax rate re-
malned at 3 percent until 1980, when

d was

enues among local governments,
school districts and the state’s gener-
al fund. The majority of Michigan
sales tax revenues are for the school
ald fund {60 percent). Revenue shar-
Ing reccives 15 percent and the Com-
prehensive Transportation Fund re-
celves 28 percent of the automoblle-
related sales tax. The remainlng
revenues are avallnble for general

' Ralph fcels he has cooperated in
good faith In’trying to solve the
problem, .

The Department of Natural Re-
sources ordered Amoco to submit a
cleanup plan. But the plan submitted
was refected by the DNR beeause it
addressed only 75 percent of the con-

mination.

Somuch for handshakes,

Amoco’s reply to all of this Is no
comment.,

Ralph Isn't alone in his ecologieal
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Teachers can inspire pupils

Q: The other night I saw the movie
“Stand and Dellver.” It was abont a
math teacher In & rough foner-clity
school distriet. The teacher was
kired to teachk compaters but ended
tp teaching math. He then nsked to
teack calenlus, althoogh be bad oo
In eal-

Up in West at
Dodge Park No, 4, parkgoers are
shylng away from the water. The
ch was closed down because of
repeated high fecal collform counta.
You know what that mcans. Since
belng glven the all clear on Aug. 4,
the beaches usual attendance of
10,000 cars per day has dipped to as
few as 300 cars.

In Farmington leaking under.
ground storage tanks were discov-
ered In the bus yard, District taxpay-
ers will be socked with a $100,000
bill to replace 400 square yards of
contaminated dirt and instaliation of
Lwo new gas pumps,

Ob, you should know. The contaml-
nated soll will be deposited at some
hazardous waste dump — maybe in
your neighbarhood.

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers,

tax plays

$400 million for schools, including an
estimated $115 milllon for specific
quality programs, This propoesal of-
{fers no property tax rellef. All the
revenues from the additional one-
half cent sales tax would be dedicat-
ed to the State Account for Educa-
tlon (SAFE) Fund.

Proposal B would bump the sales
levy to 8 cents, yielding $488 million
more cach year of publie K-12 edu-
cation. It would also allow cuts In Jo-
cal school operating millnges by an
average 37 percent for homeowners

or

culug, In one year be bad more of his
studeats pass the advanced place-
ment calculus test than bod ever
passed in the school's history, At the
end of the movle, it was polnted ot
tbat Lo his high school he had some-
thing like 15 students pazs Lhe ad.
vanced plecement calculus test fn
his first year, and by the fourth year
87 stadents passed. How did thiy
teacher dg this? He cared for bis sto-
dents and that is nice, but what did
be do to have such success?

A: 1am very famillar with hls sto-
ry. It has been discussed [n many ed-
ucational cireles. The teacher is
John Escalante of East Los Angeles
Garficld High School. Indeed, his
ltmlecdhlng style Is a model to be emu-
ated.

To set the stage, advanced place-
ment tests are taken by high school
senjors. If they pass the test, univer-
sitles and colleges will grant them
college credit and subsequently re-
duce the bours needed for college
graduatlon,

‘The ‘advanced placement test in
calculus is the toughest math testlng
experience a student can go through
In any community, let alone In the
Inner clty. To have 87 students pass
the test in one high school is a minor
miracle. I have never heard of such
succcss. The beauty of the movie you
saw 1s that t I8 the truth.

You ask why the teacher was so
successful. First of all, we know he
cared deeply for hls students. Fur-
thermore, he rejected the notlon
poor klds can't learn. Whether they
were bright, slow, arrogant, violeni,

warm or he

and 22 percent for busl Eifee-
tive July 1, 1990, the School Ald
Fund shall cease to exist, and Its rev-

fund/general purp pendil
IN NOVEMBER, House Joint Res-
olution I will put two separate con-

a
adopted to raise the rate to 4 per-
cent, Elghteen states tax sales at a.
rate less than 4 percent, 13 states at
a higher rate, and 1% states at a rale

0 on the bal-
lot. Both schoel finance-related pro-
posals involve increases in the sales
tax.

Proposal A would increase the
sale tax from 4 cents to 4.5 cents.
an

of 4 pereent.
In 1946, the Sales Tax
Amendment was passed. Thls consti-

This would

enues and obligations transferred to
the ly ted SAFE fund. Net
lottery revenue and interest earped
on net lotiery revenues; 60 percent
of the existing 4 percent sales tax,
the 2 percent additlonal sales and
use tax, and portlons of the cigarette
tax, the liquor tax and certain taxes
levied o lleu of property tazes
would be constitutionally dedicated
to the SAFE fund.

tutional a
formula for allocating sales tax rev-
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clearly showed that they were his
‘students,

His teaching methods are based on
four proven techalques, possibly
techniques he hadn't heard of but
used Instinctively, First, be bad stu-
dents repeit concepts aloud. He kept
after each student to “say it," to re-
peat back to him what be had lec-

s

R
!

b

Lo

tured. To get some students to ver-
ballze in class is very diffienlt be-
cause most students are concerned
of being embarrassed In front of
peers. One of my favorite education-
al philosopbers, Dr, Francls Langer,
believed that a teacher docs oot real-
ly know If the student has leatned
something until the student can ar-
ticulate the knowtedge.

Reports Indicate Escalante used
the mastery leaming concept based
on Dr. Benjamin Bloom's theories.
He would prefest the students to
determine the level of thelr skills.
He would then structure hls teaching
to the students’ level. He would then
rc(csérn;d reteach unti each student
mas! the skills necessary to be
competent in caleulus,

‘The third factor was the “self-
paced” process, Faster students
maved ahead, slower students were
glven time to catch up, The brighter
student helped the slower student, It
13 called cooperatlve I I'A

‘The fourth major factor was the
teacher’s expectations and bellef
that his students could learn. He
percelved them as baving the poten-
tlal Lo pass the advanced placement
calculus test. Two noted psychalo-
glsts, Lenore F. Jacobson and Rob-
ert Rosentha), did a classic study in

told that all evidence Indicates that
bls “C" students were a unique group,
and Harvard's testing indlcated they
would exceed anything they had ever
done in the past. Hls students would,
Indeed, make quantum leaps In
clasgroom achievement. -

The rescarchers set the seed In tha

grea
er; he believed they could do “A"
work. When hls studeats were tested
and compared with the other class a’
the end of the year, his students
achieved far beyond the original ex-
pectations.

In “Stand and Dellver,” the teach- -
er cared deeply for his students re-
gardless of their former behavior,
and gave frecly of his time after
school and on Saturdays. He used
sound teaching methods such as
“self-pacing” for Indivldualizing in-
struction; he usad the pretest, teach,
retest, teach, retest teaching theory
to insure they had the kmowlcdge,
His stodents verbalized concepts
back to him - two-dlrectional
teaching as opposed to straight lec-
turlng — and his expectatlons for
them were beyond what anyone ;
would normally expect.

To have 87 students pass the'ad- |

* vanced placement calculus test in an

Inner-city school Is sulficlent proof -
that Escalante Is a great teacher, In- |

thisfilm. -
Oh, that T had been that glfted
when I taught.

Dr, James Doyle is an assistant

regard to teacher exp or
the disadvantaged. This study set up
two similar groups of students In ad-
Jacent classrooms. The students had
basically the same IQ, lest scores,
soclo-cconomic background, ete. Qae
teacher was taken aside by a Har-
vard Unlversity research team and

‘

superi! dent in the Troy School |
District, The answers provided |
here are the opinions of Doyle
and not the Troy School District,
Questions for this column should
be sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Ob- |
server & Eccentric Newspapers, |
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

Men. if you're about to turn 1
time to register with Selective
at any U.S. Post Office.
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