Even though Oz2kland County
Circuflt Court's cascload has fn-
creased 20 percent over last year,
long-term pending cases have de
creased and the court 1s runalng at
a more efflclent level, accordlng to
the circult court ndminlstmlnrs
office.

" According ta a mld-year report,
13,405 new cases were filed as of
June 30, o 64 percent increase
over the same period in 1938, Of
thosc, 3,625 were felonles — G44
more than were reported during
the same time perlod last year.

However, the report saya the
court disposed of 15,044 cases,
compared with 14,889 cases during
the first aix months of 1988.

In another area, the report says
Judge Barry L. Howard's couct-
room will be the second on the cir-
cult to use volce-nctivated video
cameras Instead of a court report-
er, The flvecamera system al-
ready is in use In Judge Jesslea
Cooper's coltrtroom.

ONE WAY the court measures

Court handles
bigger caseload,
more efficiently

its effectivencss ls kn how many
cases are pending for more than
two years, In June 1988, 1,249 cas-
es were active In this eategory,
compared with 1,147 this year.

“The Qakland Clrcult court is the
hardest worklng clrcuit in the
state. They ore an extraordlinarily
cfifclent court,” sald Margaret
Horensteln, deputy court adminis-
trator. “The judges are working
like demons to try to keep abreast
of their caseload.”

‘The court has 14 judges and ex-
peets to add two more [n Jenuary
1991 and another palr in 1993,
Each judge had the higheat number
of new case filings — more than
1,900 — of all circuit courts In the
state, the report says.

At the end of the second qunrler,
the number of fury trials is al
uscd to measure the court’s pmg-

‘ress. There have been 267 fury tri-

als as of June 30, compared with
213 last year. Of those, criminal
trinls are up 84 percent; clvil trials
are up 15 percent.
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A’s for child care
2 S’fld firms, B’ ham schools take honors

8y Wayno Pea!
alaff wrlter

Two Oakland County businesses
and Blrmingham Public Schools
were among those honored for their
child cave programs during a House
Republlean Task Force awards cere:
mony Monday in Livonia, -

IBM Corp. and the accounting
firm of Plante & Moran, both based
in Southticld, were among those hon-

show an increased demand for chlld
care coupled with a riso in the num-
ber of female workers [n the job
market.

“WHAT WERE secing s that
there will be a majority female
workforce and it will be a substan-
tial majority,” she said.

Buslnesses honored as child care
innovators Included Mervyn's, Inc. of

Nnvl honored for a 813! 000 grant to*
d Care C

Thursday, August 17, 1083 O&E
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The Burger King f h

bonored for direct subsidies paid to
employces' child care proyiders. Ot-
tawa County Quallty Child Care sys-
tems was bonored for bulldlng &
chlld care consortium among area
buslpesses,

Sparrow Hospital, Lansing and
Davenport College, Kalamazoo,
were honored for child care pro-
grama developed within the past
year.

ored for their long to
chlld care,

IBM was honored for local and pa-
tional contributlons to child care.
Plante & Moran was honored for

re child care p
provided for its employees,

Birmingham Public Schools was
honored for its in-district child care
program.

The program honored 100 Michi-
gan businesses that provided chlld
care services to employ in th

ther

ing Counell Associatlon. The grant is
used for recruiting and training child
care providers.

The program at Oakwood Hospi-
tal, Dearborn, was judged among the
smex best for bringing together
senlor citlzens and young children.

Bronson Healtheare Group, Kala-
mazo0, like Oakweod, was judged as
providing the best program In the
state, Ita on-site facility is used by

past year.

“We belleve - volunteerlsm is the
way to go,” sald state Rep. Lyn
Bankes, R-Livonla, chalrwoman of
the GOP task force and host for
Monday's event.

Roughly 250

an 200 employ

‘The city of Ann Arbor was hon-
ored for providing financial nasist-
ance to parents seeking child care.

Other businesses honored as inno-
vators included Byrne Electrical
Specinllsts, Rock!ord Burger King
ent and Ottawa

provide some degree of child care
services to thelr employees, Bankes
sald, calling the figure “way too
Tow.” Federal statistics, she sald,

counties nnd Oluwn County Child
Care Systems.

Byrne was honored for its on-site
facility and transportation program.

-
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! Inc. of Grand Raplds,
was also honored for its long com-
mitment to child care,

Arca business whose child care

son.
® Arboretum Pmpcrﬂu

* C Power Cnrp Jn

@ Fidelity Bazk, Elrmlngham:

o Children's World Learnlag Ceu:,
ters, Farmington.

® Chiropractic Federal Credlt
Union, Farmlngton.

© Alexander Hamllton Life Insur-

ance Co., Farmlngton Hills. [P
° BoLllord General Hospital,
Farmington Hllls, B

Businesses were honored nl.;'thq
Livonin Publlc Llbrary and at a

programs were also
included:

Monday  af T ¥, fa,
Grand Raplds. . "
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