Pickets part

£

I

By Amy Rauch
and Casay Hano
stall writers

Telephone service was disrupted
in at least three area communitles
Tuesday morning because of what
phone companies offlclals say was
deliberate sabotage.

Telephone cables were cut Tues-
day In the Long Lake and Adams
ares, along with the Troy and Madi-
son Helghts areas, just two days af-
ter Communicatlons Workers of
Ameriea went on strike against
Michigan Bell Telephone Co.

There were at least three plck-
eters were arrested at demonstra-
tlons In Southtleld.

Telephone service to Oakland
General Hospital in Madison Helghts
was out the entire day.

Phone campany offlclals are in-
vestigating the incldent as well as
offering a $20,000 reward. Bell is
seeking Information Ieading to the
arrest and conviction of those re-
sponsible for cutting cables said
Dean Hovey, the company's media
relatlons manager,

Hovey sald the cable cuts were the
result of the heated battle between
striking phone workers and manage-
ment, brocght on by a five-state
strike called Sunday night. Service
Iwus restored by Wednesday morn-
ng.

“There’s no way to tell who did It
and what their motives were,” sald
Hovey on Wednesday. “They knew
what they were dolng and made the
repalrs as dlfficult as possible.”

“1 would like to think it wasn't any

Hills says ‘no’

Continuod from Page 1

and an cstimated $12,000 in audlo
{mlcrophone) equipment, City Mana-
ger William Costlck sald.

Counell members Jody Soronen,
Ben Marks and Phillp Arnold jolned
Mayor Terry Sever in balking at the
$B0,000 price tag.

Council members Paul Sowerby
and Jean Fox were the only ones to
back a motton allowing the city to at
Jeast solleit bids to determine actual
cost of the cablecasting praject.

“We've got to get out to the peo-

ple,"* Sowerby said. “It's as import- .

ant as a stretch of sldewalk. You
can't just have tunnet vislon; you
have to look at the broad plcture.”

“Television has been used to en-
hance an understanding of how gov-
ernment works,"” Fox sald.
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of our people,” responded Charlie
Echlin, chairman of the CWA unon’s
cight-member Michigan bargalning
commltice, “There are (other) peo-
ple who have a grudge against the
company, We certalnly don't con-
done Lhe cutting of cables.”

Talks between the Commurication
Workers of Amerlea and Michigan
Bell management came (o a halt
when the ¢clock struck mldnight Sat-
urday, marking the beginning of a
tive-state walkout of 37,000 employ-

ces.
Most of the picketing s occurring
at a maln office in Pontiae, and a
De-
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Michigan Bell employeos Mildred Fuller (left), Edith Pioszak
and Dave Thorton pickot the Farmington Switching Office 1A at

of Bell's three

rally was planned for
troit today.

THE THREE-YEAR Bell contract

locatlons and the Public Safety

building of the Southfleld Pollce

have been anything but quict.
A 38 id

with the reglonal parent, A
explred Saturday night despite near-
ly two months of negotiations. Amer-
itech employees In Iilinols, Indiana,
Ohlo and Wisconsin as well as Michi-
gan are striking for higher pay and a
better wage and beneflt package.

“Negotlations have been golng on
for some time,”" said Mary Jo Fi-
farck, public relations dlrector for
Michigan Bell Telephone Co. “Satur-
day night they basically ran out of
time. Wages were stlll belng negoti-
ated when the clock ran out.”

No further negotiations have been
scheduted.

"“We have not been in contact with
the company (Mlchigan Bell) since
midnight Saturday,” said Echlin.
"We antlelpate {a contact) sometime
this week.”

DEMONSTRATIONS held in front

‘The project could have been fl.

woman
was treated for minor leg injurles
and released from Providence Hos-
pital Tuesday morning after she was
struck by a car while pleketing the
Southfield Michigan Bell offices at

Is charged with scratching a car
with a can opener, Conat sald.

Wilson, who was arraigned In
Southfield's 46th Distrlct Court
Tuesday, stood mute to the charge
and a plea of not gullty was entered
on his behalf.

Witson, who will face a preliml-
nary cxam Aug. 24, was released on
a $1,000 personal bond.

Bell Teleph

23500 Nor to
llce i offlcer
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that handtes

Gary Conat. The woman apparently
stepped Into the driver's path, safd
Conat. The accident is still under fn-
vestigation.

Three picketers were arrested
Monday at the Mlichigan Bell South-
{leld locations, according to Conat.

A 40-year-old

Y
up to 40 milllon direct-dial calls and
900,000 assistance requests state-
wide every day, The telephone com-
pany handles more than three mil-
tlon customer accounts across the
state and about 88,000 resldential

R i g
RANDY BORST/statt phoiogtapt:

Grand River and Power in Far

ton ia a switching technician there,

operator assistance, directory nssist-
nncﬂn and repalr services,” Flfarck
sald.
The company Is asking that cus-
tomers requcst assisted services
only in an emergency. “Unlessit’san
emergency, delay placing an order
for services,” Fifarek sald. *It would
be greatly appreclated.”

In Michigan, about 4,500 manage-
ment employees will be stepplng in
to take the place of the 12,800 non-
management employees that walked
out, Fifarek said. The manngement

ployees will handle
requests flrst, she sald.

“They (customers) are apt to have
a delay in operator services, credit
card and pr to-person calls,” Fi-

a Wixom woman, 39, were arrested
for misdemcanors after disobeying a
police officer's warning to let cars
pass. One man was arrested for a
felony. Gary Wilson, 42, of Royal
Oak was arrested for mallcious de-
struction of property over $100. He

to cablecasting meetings

slen chairman, Calllng plans to
council

nanced from $250,000 in
ed Interest eamlings for 1988-89, Cos-
tick sald.

UNLIKE MANY communities,
Farmington Hills, Fa; gton and
Novi didn’t Include the plans and
costs of such cablecasts in thelr 15-
year franchise ngreement with
MetroVision of Oakland County. “ *

Council members sald they felt
new sldewalks and drainage fm-
provements are more pressing
nceds. “The clty has too many prob-
lems, too many places to put this
money,” said Ben

sell-ag-
grandlzement, he added, “When peo-
ple are concerned, they show up.”

Mayor Terry Sever vated agalnst
the project because he thought It was
oo costly, “I'm very much in favor
of the idea of putting city councll
meetings on televislon,” he sald,
“But I really need to see a proposal
at $30,000. It's a matter of dollars
and cents with me.”

Farmington Hills supporters of
the plan, Including Citlzens for a
Mare Responsible Government and
the C to Increase Voter

Marks.

“I think you nced to spead money
on sldewalks,” sald John Trafalet,
Farmlington Hills Planning Commls-

Participation, maintained that
cablecasting on MetroVision's public
access Channel 12 would make city
government more accessible,

Seniors continue to seek
on-site academic classes

i} See related oplnion, 10A

By Loulss Okruteky
stafl writer

Once agaln, the flght to keep high
schoo] completion courses in senlor
cltizen apartment complexes sur-
faced at a meeting of the Farming-
ton school board.

But Lrustees stuck to thelr earller
declslon to centrallze classes leading
to a high school diploma. This fall,
those classes will be held with other
adult education programs at Farm-
ington Community School, Tuck and
Shiawassee,

Unlike last week’s force of 30 sen-
for citlzens who plcketed outside the
Lewls Schulman Adminstrative Cen-
ter, Tuesday night's delegation of 10
senlor citizens restricted thelr pro-
test to the public comment sectlon of
the agenda.

Pamela O'Malley, school/commu-
nity relations director, will mm;

Sch

| administrators say state

scrutiny of the high school completion
program requires the district to
centralize the classes or risk losing

them.

ll.)lfn programs,” safd trustee Helen

School adminlstrators say state
scrutlny of the high school comple-
tion program requires the district to
centralize the classes or risk loslng
them. They want to avold the possi-
bility of financial improprieties sim.
llar to those discovered in an on-site
program in Wayne County.

THE HURON Valley Schools adult
educatlon program, with which

Thursday with a repr 0!
the Michigan Department of Educa-
tion. Board members don't expect
the outcome of that meeting to af-
fect the declsion to move high schoal
completion classes.

Community education classes will
be offered weekly on-site at senlor
cltizen apartment complexes for 38
per eight-week sesslon.

“There will be on-slte programs.
They won't be high school comple-

isina Te-
quires the classes to be centralized
in a designated achool buildlng.

Senlor citizen residence program
administrators argue the move will
make It pearly impossible for many
senior citizens to contlnue with the
high achool completion program be-
cause they're physically handi-
capped or have transportation prob-

lems,
“If the district’s not whling to take

the program, why not give it to an-
other district willlng to take it
over?” asked Diane Troxtel, a teach-
er in the Farmington program.

Like most who spoke Tuesday
night, she also commented at last
week's sesslon.

Before it pays for a high school
completion program, the Michlgan
Department of Education requirea
schools districts to prove people tak-
ing academlce classes intend to com-
plete high schoo), trustee Susan Ren-
nels said. P’

Jeannle Allen, an’ adult education
teacher, argued that the notion just
one scnior citizen has graduated
irom the program in the past 10
years was untrue. The program has
averaged two senjor citlzen gradu-
ates ezch year, she said.

“Even If their bodies are frall,
thelr minds are actlve,” sald Penny
Oaterbech, a long-time Farmington
teacher.

Vandals pelt cars, apartments

More than a dozen cars parked at
a ahopping center and a nearby
apartment complex received broken
windows or were spray-painted in a
vandallsm spree last week.

Two apsrtment units also
received broken windows in the van-
dallsm, which began Friday after-
noon and Jasted Into the nlght.

Two tecnagers are belleved to
have burled large rocks at car

* windshiclds and windowa and spray-

painted cars parked at the Orchard
Place shopplng center and at Hunt.
ers Rldge Apartments, both nesr
Orchard Lake Road 2nd 14 Mile.

Damage wzs estimated in excess
of $3,000,

Police belleve teenagers hiding
behind“a fence at the apartment
complex threw rocks toward cars
parked on the west alde of the lot at
Orchard Place. The vandals hit at
lenst four cars,

A store employce chased the at-
tackers away. But they soon re-
turned, spray-painting at Jeast nine
Cars,

At Hunters Ridge Apartments,
rocks pelted two cars parked on
Rldgeside Drive. Three cars parked
on Pheasant Run and one on Hunters
Drive were spray-painted. Rocks
emashed two apariment windows on
Hunters Drive and onc apartment
windaw on Polnt of Woods Drlve.

and business accounts I:d
man and where 1,600 employ
are on strike.
CUSTOMERS CAN expect a delay

in all services that require personal
assistance,

*Basteally what they're golng to
be faced with (are problems with)

RESIDENTS MIGHT be more in-
clined to watch the eouncil in the
comfort of thelr homes, said Julie
Hovanesian, presldent of Citlzens for
More Responsible Government. By
her count, 32 communitics In the
area cablecast counci! meetings. She
hopes the issue stays ative in Farm.
ington Hills.

“People Increased their interest in
their community government and
have come to expect to watch,” she
wrote Sever in January.

{farek sald. Direct local and jong dis-
tance phone calls should be complet-
ed without a problem.

“It’s in the speciflc service where
there’s a need for personal asslst-
ance,” she said.

THE STRIKE IS going to cause

“In many cities, it Is the number
one program of the cable statlon En
terms of the number of viewers,” she
added.

The plan rejected by the eity coun-
cil called for four color video camer-
as — “good mid-range cameras that
shoot real well In low-lght situa.
tions,” In the council chambers, sald
David Tietmeyer, Farmington Hills
vldeo production supervisar,

Two cameras would be positioned
on the wood szlat wall to caver both
sides of the council table. Another

Tuecsday g. Thot--,
:

major problems for the telephor
company, Echlin sald, »

“We don't belleve that the manya
agement people who are filling, in
have the skills to keep the systems
working,” he said. He added that ¢
erator-assisted call delays will c
flrst.

“As time goes by, repalr and
stallation services will be delayed,:
he sald. “Any service requests \)ill
be delayed.” o

The biggest hang-up In pegotia:
tlons is the wage dispute, Echlin’
sald. Unlon negotiators are askipg’
for a minimum of a 9 percent base”
pay Increase, cqulvalent to a o’
tract AT&T employees - recemly;,
received, ! ' .

Echlin also sald the uajon whi not?
go for a some of the chahges that;
Ameritech wants. .

.

For example, Amerltech 1s lqok-;
ing to begin rating employees as sat-
isfactory or unsatlsfactory, the lat-J
ter group receiving less pay, accdrd- o
ing to Echlin.

would be installed behind and abov
the table. The fourth would replacd
the overhead projector: | ‘3
The plan called for a monltorind
serted into the council table to allow!
the mayor, mayor pro tem and ety
attorney (o see the images projeétpds
an the moaltor inserted into the Wal
bebind them. A monltor also would)
havebeeninthelobby, ;23
The' chambers audle sysféms
would have been replaced to Inclpited
celllng ers, oew microphones
and a microphone mixer. e

(entrance on Merrill)
Birmingham 48009
313-%58-6670
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Mon.-8at. 10-5:30; Thurs. night til 9

BACK TO SCHOOL SALE .
twin size EULROPA® COMFORTER

399 reg.*170

OTHER SELECTED COMFORTERS 25% OFF
all sixog)

Scandia Down Shop of Birmingham
210 South Woodivard - .
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