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. AL idcas or loaning

W
v money, Michigan Na-

Uonal Corporation glves credit
gracefully.

HETHER BORROW-
ING ARCHITECTUR-

Besutifully manicurad courtyard with tho picturosque wall

Michigan National pays
homage to American past

The new $31 million, 283,000
square foot Michigan Natlonal
complex in Farmington Hills Is on
a 25-acre slte on Inkster just north
of 1-608 in Farmington Hills, En-
trance is off Inkster. It's clearly
visible from I-696 golng west.

This attractive blend of architee-
tural Ideas and atyles gathered

kways has the leok of an historic

from several reglons and periods
was put together into a quletly, ele-
gant package by Luckenbach/
Ziegelman of Blrmingham,

Robert J. Mylod, chalrman and
chiel exceutive officer, aald there
will be a handpainted mural on the
atrium wall illustratiog the build-
ing's architectural roots — the

The interior alris
ums, which bring
daylight and mags-
o8 of live plants into
the centor of the
buitdings, integrato
wall with the more
traditional eale-
menta:

g, 1 Jeff ;
Montleolle, University ‘of Vigrinia,
the Fannlo Mae hendquarters In
Washington D.C., “Harvard and

Cranbrook, . - . v
*; 1 Mylod " 8ald,. “Qar. doat ; stoyed
roaghly: at: $100 :
“which was our goal — $115 for ev-
erything '~ furnishings, chairs —
everything. The look is expensive,
the material Ls relatively less ex-
penslve, We just decided we were
not gonna go everboard.” He men-
tloned the use of dry wall tnstcad

noted how cove molding and chair
rails (palnted gresn against cream-
white walls) give & rich look.

" BEFORE THE PLANNING BE-
GAN 1 group from the corporation
went on an architectural tour and
reported back to Luckenbach on
what they llked — those places
that will be depleted in the mural.
“Carl (Luckenbach) went back
and folded a lot of concepts we
ed into a modern building,”
Mylod sald, |
- The result Is four, 2% story
Int d build! fn light

Governor’s  Palace. at Williams-
¢ erson’s home,’ .

square -foot,

of plaster as a for instance, but ~
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‘Tho entrance to Michigan
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for the rest of the complox. 1t combinas histor- doors.

‘There are double chimneys, dor-
mer windows, arches, pitched slate
roofs, wonderful, plcturesque brick
work and wrought iron detalling.
Actually, brick lovers, and there
aro many, will be delighted to
know that 30 different brick types
were used In patterns such as her-
ringboae, basket weave and soldler

B
terra-cotta/red brick with Flemish
bond, situnted around two large
courtyards which are being
landscaped like the carefully tend-
ed and sculpled gardens of Wil
liamaburg.

coursing. The height limitation was
placed by the city, but because the
buildings are on sloplng ground,
L

created an app
of greater height than there actual-
Iyls.

Mylod admitted as he spoke
about casts and the care that was
taken to keep them moderate, that
“we spent some moncy on the exte-
rior — the brick work took a lot of
artisans and that costs extra.” He
said he thought the slate roof was
wise as well as attractive because
of Its Tong Hfe span and low main-

ce.

tenance.

Even though the complex with
the Willlamsburg/Ivy Leaguo Jook
pays homage to its American an-
tecedents and the Interior furnish-
inga are highly traditional, it is far

a ! ts such av the brick arches and clse-,
headquartero in Farmington Hills cots tho tone - sic plllars with modorn touches like the glass

Staff photos by
Randy Borst

from an anachronlsm. There are
vast expanses of glass olfering
beautiful views of the courtyards,
glass roofed atriums and lots of
skylights to flood the Inside with
natural light, i)

DON . HENDERSON, construcse
tion engineer, sald, “The design l3-

Plonse turn to Paga 4

‘Orchestrating
a symphony
of fine styles

The Birmingham-Bloomfield Sym-
Hom

pulled out all the stops for the
leco Home, 50 Its prico with

phony €

0,
open Aug. 18 through Sept 8, is de-
signed to fusction a2 a fund-ralser

“for the orchestra and a showplece
for tho bullders, Herbert Lawzon,
Inc and Randy M. DePrex Custom
Bullder, Inc,

D. A, Sellards Assoclates are the

- architects, Hours aro 1-8 pm. dally.

* Proceeds from the $3 admission

¢ charge will help support the orches.

‘The commitico will bavo changing
displays of ert and some livs muslc
during the visiting Loors. This model
!l In tho Wooda of Lene Plos on tho
+* gouthwesi comner of Lone Plno and
.. 'Telebraph (ester off Loos Pine) Ian
B 8,000 plus square foot, detached con-

11 do,

. While tho baso prico for thess 15
. homey s glven at about $470,000,
. Carot Lawson, projeet tor

all the extras, but the farnlture,

be something over $300,000,
But, then, who'd buy a ticket to sce
an erdlnary home anyway? Lawson,
who coondinated tha Interlor dealgn
with Pulfs of Petosky, describes the
stylo as “neo-clazsleal with touchea
of contemporary.”” Thot means the
visitor will see lavish use of marb)
0.

and half round windowa,

Hrass is used throughout, for ali
the hardwaro, 23 trim and accent for
bullt-n pleces, light fixtures and bal-
lastrades, in combination with black
granita for the living room fireplace,
and as trim on the baze of tho glecs
top clreular dinlng table. It turns to
gold flecks In the uphnmclxy {abrica,

1" Ploago tur?(u Pegod

lo,
. granite and ooyx, cal .
style columns, and big quarter round

Touchos

‘of oriental, clsaslcal, tr

; R 1 Tkt ST g
aditione] and neo-clagolesl -

wmako the llving roem both eomfortablo and otylish. The jovrzl
tones of tho printed upholatsry of ke dining room chelrs 15 gct

ageinst tho cvesm naulral tonoa of the uolln and wallp and

tfis honoy-vtalned waodvrork,
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