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Program brings
yhier security

By Noreon Flack

A ataff writer

RIS

i epeion]
e LR
Ao
Desiil

e

RANDY BORST/3lall photographor

This I the new entrance fo the fully secured Recep-  sioff mombor's offico, bohind the window just left of

tian-and Assessment Center. The door Is aext to a

Repeat offenders

Continuad from Pago 1

: FOR AT least 15 years,. Boys Republlc
has offered a resldential treatment pro-
gram for wards of the state charged with
burglary, auto theft or a drug offense, Grif-
fin said,

But the DSS has the option of assigning a
boy with more than onc offense to elther
Boys Republic program, Griffin said.

*“If a kid committed 10 B&Es (breaking
and enterings), he would not be sent here,
be would go to a maximum-secure facillty,”
Grtffln safd. “If he committed two B&Es [n
one year, ho may passibly be sent here.”

“We need to know what we are dealing
with here,” sald George Roberts, Olde
Town A "y

< “Are we dealing with kids that need disci-

. -pline because they ean’t get along or be-

cause they are violent?"

Most boys older than 15 charged with
murder are waived from the juvenlle court

system and tried as an adult, sald Wlitiam |

Dwyer, Farmington Hills police chlef.

the door.

at home

‘I don’t care what they say,
' those are not the same type
of boys.”
~— Delphine Piechowski
Boys Republic neighbor

program houses no boys
charged with murder. He said the present
group does include boys-who have been shot
and boys charged with sexual assault but
not rape. g

“We will not accept any rapists or murd-
crers,” Griffin said.

Joha Ki Wayne County assist-

“On the surface, it scems that they are
improving the facility and decreasing the
number of truancles,” he sald,

"But we nced to investigate move to take
a look and sce i there Is a change In the
people Lhey are taking In. We have to make
sure these are the same type of people as n
the past.”

Dwyer witl submit his findings to the city
council on Monday, Aug. 28. Bays Republle
offlclals will attend the meeting to answer
questions,

JOHN ROSS, a day supervisor, sald the

ant prosecutor, sald anyone 15 or older
charged with murder usually Is tried as.an
adult. Most of the boys at Boys Republic
have gone through the Wayne County juve-
nlle court system.

“Many times, anyone 15 or older in-
volved in any llfe offense is tried in the
adult system,” ke sald,

Life offenses include murder, armed rob-
bery, rape, attempted murder, assault with
Intent to commlit murder, assault with in-
tent to rob while armed and drug offenses
involving at least 850 grams of cocalne or
beroln, he sald, -
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‘This program i8 a total

Boys can't climb the 18-foot-tall fence

1 - around the basketball court that's part of the

new assesyment center at Boys Republic, a
temporary home In Farmington Hllls for delin-
quent boys ages 12-17,

The fence links were designed too small for
feet or hands. The higher the fence goces, the
smaller the links get.

rooni doors In the fully secured center
are locked at night. An audlo system monitors
the building 24 hours a day.
¢ assessment program, plus [ncreased
staff and renovatlon of three housing units on
the medlum-sccure  campus, has  brought
tighter campus sccurity, in turn, curtatling tru-
ancy and makling the neighborhood safer, Boys
Republle officials say.

“Thls program s a total improvement for
our factiity,” sald Phyllis Gritfin, Boys Repub-
He exceutlve director. “Some kids need struc-
ture and control. With the lack of structure,
some kids get lost. They lose control.”

PHYSICAL RENOVATIONS on the B0-acre
campus at Nine Mlle and Inkster began in
Mny, when Boys Republic agreed to a one-year
contract with the state Department of Soclai
Servlces to operate the assessment program,

1In exchange for improving campus sccurlty,
the DSS, strapped for beds for juvenltes, will
contlnue to send more boys te Boys Republle.
As part of the agreement, the campus wlll also
receive a higher daily payback from the state,
which wiil help pay off a $1 millien mortgage
taken for security improvements.

Instead of belng placed there by the state
after assessment, boys in the new program
atill must be assessed before the state places
them for long-term treatment.

Boys Republic can refuse a boy for the new .

program alter reviewing his record and family
background, There's also a 24-hour window to
seek reassignment of trouble-makers and flve
du’);s for the state to reassign them, Griifln
sald, . .

‘THE TWO campus units housing assessment
program boys are belng renovated to Include
security window screens, door Jocks and audio
monitering. . Bedroom doors are locked at
night. The boys never leave the center during
thelr 30-day stay,

“H they are locking these boys up at night,

ihat Is no longer minimum security,” said Det- |

phine Plechowskl, a Jongtime nelghbor. “Locks
on the doors, scals on-the windows — that's
maxlmum security as far as I'm concerned.”
The assessment program -opened July 26
with 20 boys asslgned to the flrst unit. Twenty
more boys are expected to enter the second
unlt, which should be complete, Including an
enclosed basketball court, by Sept. 15.
‘The third unit, bousing 22 boys [n the resi-
dentinl will be
by October. It wlll have securer windows hut

SUNDANCE DESIGNS SHOWING

August 21 through September 2
Birmingham Store for the Home

From the original renderings
of Ted DeGrazla, Bert Seabourn
and, Tish Holland we are proud to bring
you this colorful and imaginative

REZHE

impr t for our
facliity. Some kids need
structure and control. With
the lack of structure, some
kids get lost. They lose
control.’
— Phyllis Griffin
boys home director
bedroom doors will not be locked at night.
Trcatment program boys have less supervl.
slon and more mobility to roam the eampus
and use the pool. Their basketball court is not
enclosed. Treatment program boys can return
home on weekends with social worker approv-
al; assessment program boys earn famlly vis-

its.

ENTERING THE assessment center, the
boys are walked through a metal detector and
searched.

The assessment program provides a token
rule and level system. Standard rules and con-
sequences are provided for boys to meet “tar-
get behaviors” and climb up three levels: ort.
entation, intermediate and sentor.,

Inceniives in the form of tokeas are glven
for good behavier — volunteering with a posl-
tive attltude, completing work projects and
chares, actively ilstening In group seaslons.

Boys can carn up to 100 tokens per day to
buy campus store ilems such as anacks, sham.
poo or deodorant.

Privileges range on the level system. Boys
carning 900 points move to the intermedlate
tevel. They can sperd $0 tokens to buy up to
two phone calls for flve minutes during thelr
stay. Boys must earn up to 1,500 points to enter
the senlor level where they can place up to
three phone calls per week or phone calls total.
ing 30 minutes.

A BEHAVIOR management room Is on cach
floor of the assessment center. A boy who be-
comes violent Is placed in the room “unt! he
calms down,” said John Ross, assessment cen-
ter day supervisor. “Calming down” may take
15 minutes or as long as two hours, he sald.

Boys in both the assessment and Lreatment
programs have four hours of chores, four hours
of academic classes, two hours of recreatlon
and two hours of qulet time each day, The dif-
ferénce Is assessment program boys don't
Icave the assessment center during thelr 30
day stay.

In the treatment program, boys have been
known to run away, sald Jeanne Ward, profes-
slonal services director. “Sometimes they
come back, sometimes they don't,” she said.

No boys have tried to leave campus In the
assessment program, she safd.

“If boys (in the assessment program) try and
get out now, they will be ‘escapees (nod runa-

You don’t have to pay a lot

collection. You will discover
some of the finest handpainted
needlework canvases specializing in .
unique-decorative stitches...
all created by talented artists
Tish Holland and Cassie Prescott:
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_and brand names.

for your shoes.

Only
$16.88 per pair.
At Parade of Shoes, all our
shoes* are one low price. Just
$16.88. For today’s fashions.
25,05  Every pair, every day.
P/ > == Why would you buy

shoes anywhere else?

Alotmére than alowprice! “hacepe s & aihlens thoet

You can
afford the best.

Hundreds of new styles.
For work and play. Leather

Absolutely first quality.
Unconditionally
guaranteed,

Purste of Shoes, Divion of . Dk 1nc.
Birmingham ' Southfield, on 13 Mile Road

Livonia * Livonia Plaza
Farmington Hills * Orchard Place Shopping Center
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