Top-notch tra|hmg in the fine arts up in the northern woods

By Julie Brown
stall writer

HE ROAD TO Interlochen
has been traveled by many
taleated students.

Each summer, students
gather at the National Musle Camp
for elght weeks of Intensive trainlng,
‘The camp, In ils 62nd scason, pro-
vides training in muste, theater, vis-
uat arts and dance for sludenu oges
8 through high school,

Local studenty are among those
who come to Interlochen.

“I love It,” sald Jason Jannett of
West Blwmueld a French horn
player, “If you enjoy musie and you
want to learn a lot, it's a great place
to start. There's a lot of competltion,
30 you strive for a better perform.
ance,

This is the fourth summer that

* Janneit, a 14-year-old ninth grader

at Groves High School, has come to

Interlochen. He's consldering a ca-
veer [n musle.

There are just over 1,300 students
from throughout the US. and the
world at the Natfonal Musie Camp.
An additlonal 800 Michigan high
school students are at Interlochen [n
the All-State Dlvision. That summer
program, run by the University of
Michlgan, provides two-week In-
struction sesslons.

FARMINGTON HILLS resident
Pamela Barr Is spending her sixth
summer at camp. She's a viola ma-
jor and a ninth grader. Barr, 14,
plans to attend the Interlochen Arts
Acad the school-year p

‘of arts tralning and academles for
ninth through 12th graders.

“I love t,” Barr sald. “I love It so
much I want to work here as soon as
Ican"”

Barr's not thinking of a career as
& muslelan, but would like to play in
a quactet or with a community or-
chestra. She plans to become a doc-
tor.

Jennifer Taylor, 14, of West
Bloom(leld is spending her first sum-
mer at the Natlonal Musle Camp.
She's studying drama,

“I think that it is n fabulous oppor-
tunity for anyone who ls [nterested
In the arts,” said Taylor, a ninth
grader at Andover High School. She's
consldering an artistic career,

“I just want to be happy and that
will probably include some drama in
there,” Taylor sald,

This summer's camp session start-
ed June 25 and ends Aug. 21. Stu-
dents attend classes, rehearsals, the-

ater and dance produ:t.luni. publlc_

readings, concerts and visual arts

exhibits during the eight-weck ses-

afon.

MANY ARTISTS and performing
groups come to Interlochen to per.
form each summer, enriching the
students’ experience. Days at camp
include time for awimming, arts and
cralts, and just relaxing.

Interlochen's 1,200-acre campus Is
18 mlles southwest of Traverse City.

pers and staff members arc
easy to spat in their distinctive unl-
forms of light blue and dark
blue slacks, shorts or knlekers.

Students and staff membera wear
socks or bells lndicntlng what dlvi-
slon they're (n ~ light blue for high
school, red for intermediate (junlor

high age) and dark blue for juniors
{ages 8 1o 11 or 12) and staff,

Troy restdent Mike Chun, 16, was
at Interlochen last summer n the
All-State Division. This s his flrst
summer at the Natlonal Musle
Camp.

“Thla Is a lot more focused, I
guess, because they can spend more
time with you," sald Chun, a 10th
grader at Seaholm High Schoal who
plays the clarinet.

At camp, there are. weekly chal-
lenges, with the third chpde challeng-
Ing the second and so Studenta
want to malntain a high fbaltlon.

“So you're always constantly un-
der pressure to work harder,” Chun
sajd. He and the others practice for
lessons and recitals as well,

Chun’s consjdering a muslcal ca-

T

“I'm going to be In 10th grade, so
I've got some time to think about it,"”
he safd.

DRAMA STUDENTS Emily
Nathan, 12, and Natalle Pcaree, 13,
are enfoying thelr time at Interlo-
chen. Nathan's a West Bloomtleld
resident and an elghth grader at
West Maple Middle School. Pearce,
of Troy, is an elghth grader at
Boulan Park Mlddle School.

“We like being in plays,” sald
Pearce, This is her fourth year at
camp.

Second-year camper Shahla Nlk-
pour, 11, is a {ifth grader at the
Academy of the Sacred Heart. She
lives in Bloomfield Hills and ls
studying drama,

“My teachers and everything are
really happy because it's one of the
best camps in the extire world,” Nlk-
pour said. “They’re really proud they
have a student coming up here.”

Bloomfield Hills resldent Kath-
leen Kim, 14, is a first-year camper
2nd a viollnist,

“It's great,” sald Kim, a ninth
grader at Cranbrook who is planning
 career a3 an English professor.
“I've never been to anything like this

in

interlochen
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Pamela Barr, o residont of Far
lochen's year-round school. -

High School, Isn't sure about his ca-
reer plans, but knows he's beneflted
from his summer at the National
Music Camp.

“The competltion’s positive,” he
sald. “The environment ltself en-

courages you to do the best you can

do. It's more competitlon with your-
seclf than with others. You have to

before. I've
violin, and I've mde fots of great
{riends.” She'd like to come back to
camp next year,

Megan Lachn, 13, of Blrmingham
is a first-year camper and ls study-

ing dance,

“I like it a lot now,"” sald Lachn, a
ninth grader at Seaholm High
School. “The beginning, it wasn't
home, but now It's starting to feel
1tke home.”

SHE'D LIKE to be 2 professional
dancer, Laehn takes dance classes
wlth older high schoo) students.

“There's a lot of good dancers,”
she sald. "I just have to remember
T'm the youngest one in my class.”

Jerod Gunsberg, 17, of Blrming-
ham is z flrst-year camper studylng

rama.
“It's a lot of work, but you leorn a
great deal,” he- kidd, "It requires

your focus and atteation 100 percent
of the tlme in ordet to do well.”
Gunsberg, a senlor at Seaholm
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yourself more than any-
thing."

Gunsberg  hasn't minded being
away {rom the Detroit area.

*You don't really miss Iit. If you
keep In mind what you're here for,
you don't get sldetracked. It's amaz-
ing how much you can accomplish up
here in elght weeks."

Retirement planning is focus of 5-part seri‘es'

Hills,

Aleks Mitrius, 16, of Bloomfield
Hills is spending his flrst summer at
camp and is studylng trumpet and
piane. He's a junlor at Brother Rlce
High School.

I think it's a great experience,”
Mitrlus sald, “Coming here, there’s
great competition. You really see
how musically incllned you are.”

MITRIUS FOUND that camp was
less competitive than he'd antlclpat-
«cd. He's had free time to play bas-
ketball with friends,

Mitrlus doesn’t plan to come back
to camp next summer, due to other
commitments. He's considering

are being d

Thes witl be most useful

now for a flve-part series of prere-
tirement seminars that begin 7 p.m.
‘Thursday, Sept. 14, In the Farming-
ton Hills Branch Library.

The se rs are co-sponsored by
Farmington Arca Commission on
Aglng and the F: Commu-

to people 5-10 years away from re-
tirement, However, for those who
are golng to retire in the next couple
of years and have not done any plan-
ning, these programs will be valu-
able. Many people now look forward
to 30 or more years In re-

nity Library. The program **Think of
Your Future” has been developmed
by American Associatlon of Retired
Persons (AARP), a leader in the fleld
of retirement education.

"Reunmcnl can be the most en-
Jjoyable and productive time of your
life If you plan for it,” said librarian
Carole Hund. “Just as you prepared
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studying buslness or engincering In
college.

I would love to be a concert pla-
nist, maybe with some orchestra,”
Mitrius said. “If I could be some kind
of Herowitz, I'll drop the buslness.”

Other local students at the Nation-
al Music Camp are: Jullanne Gade of
Birmingham; Erin Kelly of Blrming-
ham: Caryn Aude of Bloomfield
Hills; Tincka Becker of Bloomffeld
Hills, Candice Toll of Bloomficld
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Bloomfleld, Meggin Silverman of *2
West Bloom(leld.

Rebecca Baomann of Bloomfield .-
Hlils; Maria Carreters of Bloomfield |
Hllls; David Kalsteln of Bloomfield
Hllls; Jobn Shim of Bloomtield Hillss~g
Amy Jennette of Farmington Hills;
Christine Krench of Farmington
Hills; Joshun Harris of Rochester;
David Lichtman of Southfield:
Joshua Lichtman of Southfleld; Emi-
ly Glexen of Blrmingham; Heather
Kamins of Birmluymm, Jeanifer
Laster of usan Lock-

Hillls; Jennifer Aquillna of
Hills; Stefanie Berk of Troy; Lesley
Berns of Troy; Lisa Caplin of West
Bloomfleld; Jennifer Davis of West
Bloomfield; Amy Nathan of West

for other milestones fn your life, you
should prepare for your retirement
years. Thls vital phase of llfe {5 well
warth plannlng for In a thoughtful,

man of Birmingham; Sh:m-nnn Craw-
ford of Rochester Hills; Risa Licht.
man of Southfield; Corey Winer of
West Bloomfield.
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strategies, dynamic fitness, housing,”
llnslyle, legal affalrs and estate "
planni
Reglxu'auon is limlted ln 25 and -
1o at-

careful way belore reth date
artives.”

A resource authority who Is a spe-
clalist on the subject and a discus-
sion leader will be at each sesslon.
Ten dlfferent toples will be covered
such as attitudes and role adjust-

tend all five cl the semlnars. There :
is no charge, but a workbook must bo
purchased for $20. .

member of the Farmington Area
Commilssion on Aglng, at 553-0300
for infor an .

ment, working options,’l
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