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The' Farmington High football
team coded practice Monday with a
- serles of sprinte, and one of the fast-

- est guys was Rick Milhizer,

Unfortunatcely, he's the coach.
Mithizer, In his second year, runs

players at practice, Monday, the
temperature ‘reached the low Bfs,

Famington will compete in a four-
team scrimmage today at 4 pm. at
Novl High School.

nopeful desp
_ Team tries
from winle

more than 25 for the scason opener
next Friday night at West Bloom-
sprints as often as possible wilth his ~ field.

to rebound

SS campaign

when things get down.”

RETURNING AT flanker is senlor
Brian Viechio, who runs a 4.9 (n the
40. Senlor J.J. Coyle and junlor Tom
Economy ave other recelver candl-

HE'S AN

. and there was Milhizer, dressed in
shorts and a T-shirt, keeping up with
* the rest of the tcam. .
- “I flgure we're not asking them to
do anything a 30-ycar-ald man can't
- . do,” sald Milhlzer, who could run a
. 4.7 40-yard dash In hls playlng days
at Michigan State. “Unfortunately, I
" can still beat some of our guys.”

“IT'S RIDICULGUS to have 25 out
for a team," Milhizer said. “When I
was here, we had 40 to 45, and that
glves you so much more flexibility,
I've got a lot more players with ex-
perlence coming back, but I thought

. we'd have more total numbers,
“The players are starting to un-
d what it takes to be a

«erg, senior quarterback Chrls Schmtd

said,

“It makes us wark a little harder,” *
© Schmld sald. “He's real dedleated to
tho program and deserves more
credit than he gets. Our record didn't
- show it, but he puts a tot more time

Into it

to the play-  d

The Falcons last year had trouble
keeping up with the rest of the West-
ern Lakes Activities Assoclation and
were winless in nine games,

Milhlzer has a better outlook this

winner. Belng a winner Isn't just
winnlng on game day. It’s being a
winner all the time. The littte things
are important, but we're still burt by
numbers,”
Because of the low turnout, most
of the Falcons will play bath ways.
* Leading the Farmington pro-set of-
fense is Schmid, He played wide re-
ceiver the first six games of 1988 be-
fare starting the {[nal three games at
quarterback.
He also will line up In the Falcons'

dates. Exrie Miller (5-11, 170), who
quarterbacked the Falcons the first
slx games of '88, has been Impres.
slve in the prescason as a tight end
and defenslve back, Milhizer sald.

“It wasn't easy for (Miller),” Mil-
hlzer said. “He didn‘t get much help
and took a lot of heat last year, He's
really matured and glves everything
he's got as a player.”

The tailback is senlor Dave Winey,
who last year gained about 350 yards
in a starting role. Winey, who can
beat Mithizer in a race, also ls the
Falcons’ middle lineb and will

wasn't good,

LEADING THE list of returnees is
senlor tackle Derek Mehreban, a 6-4,
2354 der. Ron Caramagno (5-t1,
180) will line up at the other tackle,
and the guards — senlor Bashar
Hannosh (5-7, 165) and junior Brad °
Smith (5-8, 180) — are a little on the
smalt side. The ecater s juntor Steve
Walter, .

Mithizer would llke to sce moare
holes opened by Mehreban, one of
the WLAA's bigger players.

“He is working harder and has a
little more tennelty,” Milhlrer satd,
“With his size, he should be able to
blow out the line of scrimmage. He's
got to get meaner, Last year he was
too nice.

“That's where games are won and
lost — on the linc. Last year we loat
the battle on tha line, and we've got
to control the line of scrimmage.”

Mehreban and Caramagno will be
the defensive ends, and Hannosh and
sme; are the defensive tackles in

get help from fullback Matt Siskoski,
who started last year as a freshman.
On the first play from

's 4-3 defense.

Walter will be the other lincback-
er, and Schmid, Miller, Economy
and Viechlo the secondary.

Fridoy In a Blue-White intrasquad
game, Winey raced 80 yards for a
touchdown “and that was o good
sign,” Milkizer sald. “I look for a blg
year from Dave, I 'vant to mix It up,

* fall for his alma mater, although he

sceondary.

but I'd like to give him the ball 20

The placekicking and punting du-
tles belong to Erie Meyer, who dou-
bles as a soccer player in the fall.
Meyer mado a 43-yard ficld goal last
fall agalnst Westland John Glenn,
but it was nuliifled because of an off-

_..By Dan O'Meara
staff writer

wishes he had more players to count
on. Twenty players came out to Mon-
day's afternoon workout, and Mithiz-
er sald he lsn't expecting to dress

Defense asset for Farmington soccer

"“The best thing about him is he's
real competitive,” Milhizer sald.
"He's a good leader, and he's got to
set the tempo and keep his head

times 2 game."”

Farmlngton's running game, how:
ever, will be only as good as fts of-
{fensive line ploy and last year it

“To be blessed with two good goalkeepers, a team can

do well.

Soceer opponents should cxpect to work extra hard if
they hope to score on Farmington's team this year,

The Falcons return thelr entire defense and a pair of
veteran goalkeepers from a team that was 11-5-1,

Tha all-senlor ‘unit §s spearheaded by Mlke Waker,
who earned all-league recognition last year, and in-
cludes Scott Gibson, Mike Popyk and Brian Purdom,

In addition to the senlor defenders, Juniors Steve
Heski and Brian Yoder, both of whom played JV soceer
last year, will supply depth on defense,

Scott Phillips.

the gaps.

“We have a streng defense, 50 hopefully we can keep

the ball aut of our defensive third,” coach Cathy Cole
said, “and have posltive transition to work with our af-
ense.”

SENIOR MIKE Sheehy, who wlll serve as trl-captaln
with Waker and Matt Giese, also recelved post-season
honors In the Western Lakes Activities Assoctation, but
he spllt time In goal with sentor Greg Bjedov,

“I'd say we have the two best keepers {In the area),”
Cole sald. “We had less than 20
They're tough.

goals scored agalnst us.

“Sheehy has a blt of an edge,” she added, “He's quick-
er and has more experience In terms of club socecer,
Greg has great size and good hands, and he has the ablll-
ty to do just as well.”

The Falcons, however, were hit hard by graduation at
midfteld, losing Pete Fraucnheim, Scott Seabolt and

Farmington returns Giese in a starting role, and Cole,
who employs a 4-4-2 system, has moved senior Mike
Gammerath to midfield from a forward positlon to {lli

SENIOR PETE Elmagrabl galned starting experi-
cnce late last season, and junlors Seott Dolesh and Rob
Cook wlll play a lot at the mldfield positions.

“Gammerath has a lot of ball conirol and, for the

le szid.

ac);ulcm we'll be using, he'll be very effectlve there,”

“The guys have the abllity to play as defenders as
needed and make as quick a transition as possible to
support the offense,” Cole sa!
ball eontrol and are in good shape.”

No matter how good the defensc is, the Falcons will

td. “All of them have good
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have to score some goals to make It pay off. Cole can

penalty. .
The play typified the kind of sea-
son Farmington endured and hopes
to change this year,

live with low-scoring games.

“I ean take a 1-0 win,” she sald. “That's all right with

mer

Senjor Chris Johnston brings back starting experience
ot forward, and elther senlor Tim Shelton or senlor
Gary Kurzer will take the graduated Joe Crow's place

at the other forward,

Cole also has hopes for freshman Mlke Glese, who has
attained all-reglonal honors In hls age group while play-
Ing club soccer. Junlors Erlc Meyers and Chrls Gross-
man, both of whom can play forward or midfield, round

out the squad.

Chris Schmid pitches the football under presaure from Piym-
outh Salem's Brinn Burlison last fall. Schmid roturns to quar~
terback the Farmington team in his senior year.
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RANDY BORST/a1aft pholographer

COLE COACHED the No. 1-ranked Farmington glrls
team to within one game of the Class A champlonship
last spring, and she'd ke to see the same kind of sue-
cess come to the boys team. .

“I'd llke to look at them as being one program — all
part of Farmington soccer,” Cale said. “Hopefully, onc
would have some bearing toward the other, meaning
suppart,

“We have the potential to do as well as we want. It
nvm"ybody stays healthy, we should have a fine, fun sea-
son.”

The Falcons get started at 7 p.um. next Wednesday
with an away game at West Bloomfield.
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