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Perfect timing _

Davld Hirsh knows he has some big shoes to fll], but the former
Blrmlingham-West Bloomfleld resldent knows he'a up to the chal-
lenge of enicrtalning today's rocking 'n' rolllng teenagers, Find out
about the new Mr. American Bandstand on Page 3D.
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‘Wrestling has been very good to me. I love it. | wresltle just
as hard at places like this as 1 did at Madison Square
Garden, Joe Louis Arena or Cobo Arena.’

' ' — Bobo Brazil

or Wayne County Falrgrounds, profes-

Whether it's Madison Square Garden slona! wrestling draws the same reac-

B

tion,

By Larry O'Connor
staff wrlter

. 'No Hulkster or Andre the Glant,
No multi-colored light shows. This
can't be professicnal wrestling as
scen on television, ean it?

Heck no, This la ‘rassting.”

Serry, no Piper's Pit, but there is
2 Porta John. No smokey haze, el-
ther, Just the dust from the dirt of
ficld. Putrld clgar smeil is replaced
by the fragrance of cow manure.

Where there’s no Mean Gene or
Jessle the Body, there's Ken from
Zak's Video. {“Could you mention
us in your story?,” asked Ken, hold-
ing a camera at ringside)}

Wayne County Falrgrounds is not
exactly Madison Square -Garden,
mare llke Farmer Fred's Garden.
But when the bell rings, it's no
holds barred.

On this night, Midwest All-Pro
Wrestling Is presenting a card with
the likes of the Flylng Tlgers, the
Rlot Squad, Rlck O'Toole, Cowboy
Woody Lee, Irish Mickey Doyle
and, yes, the legend from Benton
Harbor, the man who chased the
origlnal Ayatollah of the Moterola,
The Sheik, across the country —
Baobo Brazil

The crowd is & mixture of hard-
core wrestling fans and fairgoers
who took a wrong turn from the
midway.

“BITE 'EM, blte ‘em!,” screams
a young glr! as Cowboy Woody Lee

seems ta have his hands full with

* Rick O'Toole.

“Everytime they sec it on TV,
they get like this,” sald her mother,
shaking her head. .

This Is a scaled down verslon
from the World Wrestling Federa-
tion (WWF) or the National Wres-
tling Alliance (NWA). The reaction,
though, it draws from the audlence
is apparently the same. X

Otherwlse the guy who emerges
{rom the van in his dork red trunks
and boots would hang up the wres-
tling trunks. But Bobo Brazll is still
golng strong. : .

Through the ’50s, '60s, '70s and
carly '80s, Bobo Brazll chased a
Middie East nemesis through the
East, South, Midwest and West,
Bouts between The Sheik and Bobo
used to regularly draw scllout
crowds at Cobo Arena.

“The Shelk was a very, very

mean man,” sald Bobo, with a fur-
rowed brow of serfousness, “You
had to keep your eyes on him at all
time.”
The Shelk has since folded bis
turban, but Bobo goes “Cocobut.
ting" along. He limits his wrestling
to three nights' & week, recently
turning down a trip to Japan.

“I'm afraid of those plones; the
damn things kecp crashing,” he
sald.
Those from Bobo's era seem to
be elther dead or retired.

® Pampero Flrpo: “He's retired
and living in San Jose,”

@ Johnny Valentine: “He's living
in Texas. He was badly hurt in a

plane crash.”

@ BULL CURRY: “He passed
away about two years'ago. I'm not
sure what he dled from. I think It
was a heart attack.”

® Cowboy Tex McKenzie: “He's
retired and llving In Wyoming.”

a The Mighty Igor: “I think he's
retired.”

® Luls Martinez: “I don't know
what Loule’s been up to.”

® Lord Athal Layton: “He
passed away, t00." .

® The Sheik: “I dom't know
where the hell he's living.”

0K, so much for old acqaln-
tances. The recent boom in profes-
slonal wrestling, especlally on tele-
viston, has glven guys llke Bobo
Brazll “a plece of the actlen.”

In his prime, he made around
$250,000 a year. The take ls consid-
crably less, today,

“1 wrestled all my life. 1 saved
some money,” he sald. "“Wrestling
has been very good to me, I love it.
I wrestle just as hard at places llke

is as 1 did at Madlson Square
Garden, Joe Louls Arena or Cobo
Arena.”

Behind Bobo is & man who was
onee on the receiving end of one of
his “Cocobutts” (a "Cocobutt” Is
performed when Bobo smashes hls
forchead into an oppanent's melon),
Jehnny Storm, who makes up one-
half of the tag-team The Flylng
Tigers, went against Brazil in only
the third match of his career,

Mr. Fantastic Al Snow appecars to have

in a recent bout at Wayne County Fair-
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“Ayo, it's Long John Sliver alright. . .and the
I4sk covor”  V

By Irlo Sanderson Jonoe
contrlbuting trave! edltor

MMA has tradition .
and great location

Sculptor Fellx de Weldon gave his origl-
nal molds to the Marine Academy because

Q: My Dad was {o the Marines and he

wants me to go to military schoal. He says
It's my chalce, so I want ta Jook inta It. 1am
a good studeat, entering 11th grade this foll,
and T bave & year to make up my mind,
Sloce you've written about south Texas,
maybe you know something about the Ma-
rine Military Academy there?
* A 1 met a couple of Michigan students
when 1 visited the Marine Mllitary Acade-
my (MMA) on a tour of the Rlo Grande Val-
ley last winter. It's in Harlingen, Texas, on
the border of Moxico. Tourlsts go to Har-
lingen to visit the Confederate Air Force
Museum and to sec the daily noon parzde at
the academy. . . :

‘The Academy’s landmark {s the Iwo Jima
Monument, a 90-foot-hlgh Marina memori.
al, showling four Marines raising the U.S.
flag over Iwo Jima during World War 1.
The origlnal bronze statue is In Arlington
Natlanal Cemetery In Wazhington, D.C.
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MMA s app. the only private non.
profit school in the world that is patterned
after the spirit and tradition of the U.S, Ma-
rincs. And for another good rcason that
might interest you — a nlce warm climate.

There arc 380 cadets in grades nine
through 12 and in one post-graduate year at
the academy. A high percentage go on to
clther the U.S. Naval Academy or another
good callege of thelr chofce

Those are just statistics. For the real -
scoop, listen lo Chad McComb of Baitle
Creck, wha left Peatield High School at the
end of his sophomore year to go to the Ma-
rine Milltary Academy In Harlingen.

“My parents read an article about the
academy and I declded to try a two-week
summer school program here. It was pretty
rough, all discipline. ¥ decided to sign up
anyway, and found the regular school year

wad 1ot a3 tough as summer school. A landmark at the Marine Military Acads

Harlingen, Toxas, is the lwo Jima Monum:
90-foot-high Marine momwln'l.
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