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Comedian Gary Lazer is an early
riser these days.

Lazer, 32, recently started work-
ing as a radlo personality at WPLR-
FM in New Haven, Conn. He and an-
other stand-up comlc do the morning
drive time show.

Lazer has been on the job there for
less than two months. He has no
other experlence [n radlo,

“None whatsoever, that's what's
so exclting,” he said. 'So-It's really
kind of an Interesting experience.”

Rather than taking radio personal-
ities and trylng to make them funny,
station staffers are having comed|-
ans work as radlo personallues. |

His radio program alrs 6 to 10
am., "which is quite a change for
me." He and the ather comie do pre-
recorded bils on a varlety of sub-
Jects,

Lazer and his partner do some
talking on the air and play rock and
roll musle — “It's very, very light
and funny.” They did a plece on what
would happen at a Woodstock get-to-
gether in 1989, Such a gathering
would Include, for example, regular
flnancial updates {rom the stage,

Lazer's origlnally from Florida, .

and moved to New York to attend
New York Unlversity. He carned a
bachelor's degree In flne arts with a
cancentratlon In theater.

Acting s part of Lazer's profes-
slonal background, He stayed in New
York City after graduation and did
some work “off-off-off Broadway.”

He started avdltioning for comedy
performances and has worked for
about seven years In stand-up come-
dy, Including three or four yearsas a
full-time profession.

BEFORE THAT, Lazer walted on
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Lazer laughs it up on stage,

tables, sold shoes, “the stercotyplcal
kind of stuff in New York.”

He's found ‘that stage time Is 'the
key to perfeeting his craft. Whether
there are three people in tha audl-
ence or 100, stage tlme Is what
counts,

Larer's donc work for MTV, in-
cluding “Gary’s Guide to Comedy,"
He's notlced tha
tygocrs who make others laugh are
cncouraged fo pursuc careers In
comedy. The work is often scen-as
being casier than it 1s.

“There’s just been such a satura-
tion of comedy everywhere," he sald.

And that's had an impact on audl-
ences, Audlences used to be more re-
ceptive, but now there's more of a
“make me laugh” attitude, Lazer
said, He recommends that audlence
tembers plek and choose carefully.
There are s0 many people working in
comedy how, and some material is
stolen.

“I think that's 2 danger in the busi-
ness,” be said,

Lazer writes hls own material, o
job he finds both rewarding and dif-
fleult, .

“That’s the hardest part of the
whole job. Performing is great."

He bases hia material in part on
what he rcads in newspapers. Per-
sonal observatlons form the basls of
much of his work.

He writes about things that affect
all of us, “dealing with everyday life.
There's 20 much golng on In the
world right now. I think laughter is a
way torelease that”

CRIME, THE weather and other
subjects appear in Lazer's perfor-
mances. He's found avdlences are re-
ceptive to his approach.

His job at the radlo station in-
cludes doing the news. Lazer's get-

t at parties, par-
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ting a bit mare topical in his comedy
work, incorparating some of that
news material,

His comcdy work takes him
throughout the country. On week-
ends, he must 1ly out Friday night
and return Sunday.

“I llke the Midwest area . . . Chi-
cago, Michlgan." He also enjoys au-
diences in New York and Los Ange-
ies.

Lazer's found audlences In the
South are the least receptive. He
scnsed hostility there, as if those
people still held a grudge over hav-
Ing lost the Civll War.

He's getting used to working early
morning hours at the radio station.
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Gary Lozer has
found a now
- niche for his
comedic tal-
enis — as an
early morning
radio deojay in
New Haven,
Conn,

“My body clock Is just getting ad-
Justed. Now I'm getting into the
groove,” he sald. “Actually, It's beg,
a pleasant change for me.” .

He plans to stay at WPLR-FM, if
ratings for the show are good, It's
too carly to know that just yet, but
Lazer has no regrets about working
in radlo.

“Whatever happens, it's just been
a great experience.”

Gary Lazer will perform at 8:30
and 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Sept. 1-2, at the Mainstreet Come-
dy Showcase, 314 E. Liberty, be-
tween Fifth and Division in Ann
Arbor, For more information, call
996-9080.)

COMEDY CLL

JHere are some Hstings of come-
dy clubs in our area. To let us
know who ts appearing at your
ciub, send the information to:
“Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150, -

© BEA’S COMEDY KITCHEN
Jef Brannen will perform with
Temmy Chun and Tony Edwards
Friday-Saturday, Sept. 1-2, at Bea's
Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned, De-
trolt. Showtimes are § p.m. and 11:15
p.m. For Informatlon, call ©63-2581.

© CHAPLIN'S EAST

Jay Charbonnean will appear
Wednesday-Saturday, Avg. 30-Sept.
2, at Chaplin's East, 34244 Grocs-
beck, Fraser. Showtimes are 8:30
p.m. Wednesday aod Thursday and
B:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
S:I;\;rday. For’Information, call 792-
1902,

© CHAPLIN'S PLYMOUTH

Ton Haney wifl appear Thursday,
Aug. 31, at Chaplin's Plymouth in the
Plymouth Radisson, 14707 North-
ville Road, Plymouth. For informa-
tion, call 454-4680. .

© CHAPLIN'S WEST

Joha Rathbone wli! appear Tues-
day-Saturday, Aug. 29-Sept. 2, at
Chaplin's West, 16890 Telegraph,
south of Six Mlle, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call 533-8866.

© HOLLY HOTEL -

Roben Roben and Michnel Boaner
will perform with Steve Bell and
Brent Cushman Thursday-Saterday
Aug. 31-Sept. 2, at Holly Hotel, 110
Battle Alley, Holly. Show times are
8:30 p.m. with additional 10:30 p.m.
shows on Friday and Saturday. For

information, call 634-1891.

O JOEY'S LIVONIA v
Mickael Blackmen will perform
.along with Chris Rick Thursday-Sat-
urday, Aug. ‘31-Sept. 2, at Joey's
Comedy Club, 36071 Plymouth Road,
Livonla. Showtimes are 9 pm. |
‘Thursday and Friday and 8:30 p.m.
and 10:30 p.m. Saturday. For reser-
vations, call 261-0555. co

G LOONEY BIN .
Tim Batterfield will perform Fri-
day-Saturdny, Scpt. 1-2, at the
Wojverine Lounge and Looney Bin
Comedy Club, 1655 Glengary, Wailed
Lake. Showtimes are 9 p.m. Friday
and 8 and 18:15 p.m. Saturday. For
informatlop, call 669-9374.

© LOONEY BINTOO

Lowe) Sanders will perform Fri- .
day-Saturday, Sept 1-2,"at The Loé- .
ney Bin at The Roxy, I-94 and Hag-
gerty. Showtlmes are 9 p.m. Friday
and 8 and 10 p.m. Saturday. There's
a $5 cover charge. For Informatlon, *
call 699-1629. .

© MISSKITTY'S

Al Katz will appear with Andresw
Ford Thursday-Saturday, Aug. 31-
Scpt. 2, at Miss Kitty's Comedy Club,
Long Branch Restaurant, 585 N. La-
peer Road, Oxford. Showtlmes are 8
p.m. Thursday; 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For informa-
tion, call 628-6500.

O MAINSTREET c .

Gery Lazar will perform Friday
and Saturday, Scpt. 1-2, at Main-
street Comedy Showease, 314 E. Lib-
crty, Ann Arbor. For informatlon,
call 996-5080. .
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DISTANCES AND TIMES:
Sk Run (3 1 mdrs) — 9.004.m.
Sk Walk (3.1 nules) = 9.05a.m.
10k Run {6 2 miles) — 10.00 2.m.

(Fumihies with childrert under 12 onlyt

downtown Detroit.

entry packet,

hintshers.

400 Meter Run (174 mile) — 11:30 a.m.
LOCATION: Hart Plaza at Woodward and Jefferson in

COURSE: Stans near the Guardian Building at Con-
gress and Grivwold and finishes vn Hart Plaza. Coutse
maps will be sent 10 all pre-registered runners in their

AWARDS: 10K: Top Male: $1,000 U.5. Savingy Bond,
Top female: $1,000 U5, Savings Bond, Top Male
Wheeler: $500 U.5. Savings Bond, Top Female Wheeler:
$500 LS. Savings Bond, Top Male Master: $500 U.S.
Savings Band, Top Female Master: $500 U.S, Savings
Bond. The top three finishers will win special commem-
vrative plates. Medals will be awarded to the following .
< Tup 200 men and top 200 women, 39 years and
under; fop 75 men and 50 women, 40 years and ulder:
top ten wheelers; and o all runnets 60 years and vlder.

AWARDS: 5K RUN: Special commemorative plates ta
the top theee male. and female finishers. Medals to the

Sunday, September 17, 1989
HART PLAZA, DETROIT

*top 100 men and women finishess and the top ten

wheelers.

AWARDS: 35K FITNESS WALK: This is not a race.
Commemorative badges and ceetificates to all finishers.

OTHER AWARDS:
zations with the maos!

SPECIAL GIFT: A

at Hart Plaza vn Sun

Drive Run/\Walk, Do
Mail to; U

NOTE: Race rumber
prior1athe event, All
and will only take pl.
Septembet 1;‘ 1989,

Anniversacy T-shizt will be given 1o all entzanis.

ENTRY FEE: $8.00 (non-refundable) if pastmarked by
Seplember 7, 1989. $3.00 for children 12 and under, All
entries after September 7th are $10.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children, with late reglstration only taking place

Checks should be made payable 1o MichCon-UW Torch

500 Griswald Street, 7th Floor
Detruit, M148226

Spectal award(s) to the five organi-
t participants in all three events.

MxhCon-United Foundation 40th

day, September 17th,

act send cash.

\W Torch Drive RuniWalk

and packet will b mailed une week
entries after September 7th are $10.00
ace un Hart Plara after 7:30 a.m. on

MICHCON-UNITED WAY TORCH DRIVE RUN/WALK — OFFICTAL ENTRY FORM

ENTAY FEE: $8 0 (Al entsbes aftet Sepierber 7th are $10.00) mm”':m
$3 00 for children 12 and wnder. {All entties aller Seplembes 7ih are $5 00). — —
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