Engler raps MET for raising

By Tim Richard
stoff writer

State Sen. John Engler, the proba-
ble Republican candidate for gover-
nor next year, critlcized the Mlehi-
gan Education Trust board for rajs-
ing prepald college tultlons 13
percent.

But not becayse the Increase was
too high, *

“What was surprising was that It
was held to 13 percent. We lhuughl It
was underpriced a year ago,” Engler
sald on an Oakland County campaign
visit.

It will cost parents of a newborn
Infant §7,664 ~ up $908 from a year
ago — to invest In the MET fund,
which guarantees the youngsier four
years of state university tuition 18
years from now.

University
library for

‘The renovated llbrary at Qakland
Universlty and its newly added north
and south wings have been named
{or the benefactors who helped pay
for the project.

The entire $11.5 million project,
which has doubled the size of the for-
mer lbrary, will be named the
Kresge Library. That's n honor of
Stanley Kresge, who created the
Kresge Foundation, which contribut-
ed $1 milllon to the renovation work.

The new north wing will be named
for Howard L. McGregor Jr., a busl-

The public can learn about the
Michlgan Education Trust stralght
from the founder's mouth next
week in Royal Oak.

State treasurer Robert Bowman
will hold a communlty forum at 7
p.am. Wednesday, Sept. 6, in Kim-
ball High Scheol, 1500 Lexlngton.

It’s one of five belng held around
the state and the only one in

Bowman holds meeting on trust

Others wii!

be in Marquette, Traverse City, -
ll.ulel! (near Lansing) and Grand
Raplds).
"Thu intent of the MET forums
is to answer any questions people
might have about MET before the
Oct. 2-6 open appllcation period,”
Bowman sald.

Parents, grandparents and even

p may Invest 37,684 to
guarantee & newborm child four
years of state university tuitlon in
18 years. Cost are lower for fower
years and for communlty colleges.

To make a reservation or for
Jurther information, call the
state’s toll-free hot line at 1-800-
MET4-KID.

Engler nofed the MET price in-
crease must cover not only thls
year's (ultion increases of 9 percent
but 1988 increases of 9.6 percent.

renames
Kresge

nessman and philanthropist who cen-
tributed $1 million to build the strue-
ture. The south wing will be called
the Alumnl Wing in honor of OU
graduates, who also contributed $1
milllon (o the expansion.

The project cost of $11.5 million
included $9 millllon for construction,
$1 miilion for acquisitions and $1.5
million In endowment for future ac-
qulsitions. The state contrlbuted $7
million to the project, while $4.5 mil-
lion came from donations.

The new library will be dedicated
on Nov. 8.

Men, if you're about to turn
time to register with Selective

. at any U.S. Pust Office.

18, it's
Service

It's quick. It’s easy.
And if's the law.

THE CAREER lawmaker sald
“I'm steamed” at Gov. James J.
Blanchard's refusal to appolnt En-
gler's designee to the MET board.

As Sthate majority Ieader, Engler,
40, of Mount Pleasant, s allowed by
law to designate one member of the
board. He said he nomlinated Gary
Wolfram, Hlllsdale College profes-
sor, former Senate Fiscal Agency
budget analyst and former Unlversi-
ty of Michlgan-Dearborn facully
member.

“They (Blanchard admintstratlon)
rejected him. They don’t want any-
body knowledgeable on the board,”
Engler said.

In an Oakland County Buildlng
news conference Thursday, Engler
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safd, “I fear for the {uture obllga-
tions" of the MET fund because of
the underpricing.

And he repeated his general
theme: that Democrat Blanchard
and House Democrats place (oo low
a budget priority on educatlon, in-
cluding universltics.

Engler sald it's a major reason lu-
Itlons are rising faster than consum-
er price inflation.

DR. C. GARY Artlnlan, Bloom-

{leld Townshlp physlelan and mem-
ber of the Wayne State Unlversity
board, agreed. X

“We (15 state universities) are un-
derfunded. I'm the Lone Ranger
against It (8.6 percent tultion in-
crease approved in July by the WSU
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tuition rates?

board),” sald Arﬂnlnn. 2 Repubtlean
who supports Engl
“The state b\ldgcu about $1 billlon
for all colleges and universities.
That docen’t even match Medicald,
which is $1.5 billlon to $2 biltien.
“Engler has always pushed for
more," 2a§d Artinlan, ene of two doz-
en Ozkland and Wayne GOP leaders
Jolning the scnator’s “exploratory™
Th:

based its p!mu on annual tuition in.
creases averaging 7.3 percent.dnd
trust fund earnings of 9.5 pcrvedl
compounded.

But when-most major unlversi(
boards hiked tultion more Lhw"
percent earlier this summer, the
MET last weck ralsed entry:
prices into the trust fund, - .

Bowman, the former Wall Su;ec(

who is

at has
1,500 members, Including all GOP
legislative leaders and top party of-
flclals of the last decade.

“We (Michlgan) are at the top in
providing ‘social services, but we're
38th ameng the 50 states jn funding
higher education. -

“‘Wayne State s still in the top 10
or 15 publle unlversitles in the coun-
try In tultion. Mlchlgan and Michl-
gan State are in the top 10. We can't
afford that;" Artinlan said.

THE MET BOARD, chalred by
state treasurer Robert Bowman, had

nomic gury, said:
“If peaple think this is cxpens!vc.
they're In for a real shocker wkbn
they find out how expensive col!
Is. It people are priced, aut of M|
they're priced out of college” - =
Last “year parents and - grands
parents enrolled 40,409 students 24
MET benellciaries. “I'll bet we doh't’
see 40,000 people getling into MET,
this time,” predicted Sen. Dan- DeA
Grow, R-Port Huron.
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The Associated Press contribu to
cd to this story.
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