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‘This season the Northwest Subure

ban League could prove whether last
year was the beginning of a new era
or just an [luslon, a temporary
blurring of the status que.
« There were a couple of firsts In
the N5SL in '88, the most Impressive
of which was the crowning of a new
champion. Dearborn Edsel Ford had
ruled the current NSL since its for-
matlen in 19868, The Thunderblrda
had been perfect in league play two
consecutlve years,

Woodhaven ended that streak In
the league opener for both teams
last year, beating Edsel Ford 13-9.
The game proved plvatal; It was the
Thunderbirds only league loss, and it
relegated them to second place be-
hind Woodhaven. The Warrloes fin-
ished 4.0, 6-3 overall; Edsel Ford
was 3-1 and 6-3.

THE LOCAL entries, Redford
Unton and Garden City, could not
overtake the front-runners. RU fin-
Ished third in the NSL at 22 (5-4
overall), while Garden Clty tumbled
Into the basement at 0-4 (1.8 over-
all). Dearborn placed ln betwecn at
1-3,4-5overall.

- Don't expect much of a cbange in
the '8¢ NSL standings, although the

race could take on & different com-
plexion. Woodhaven and Edse] Ford
are expected to grapple for the No. 1
spot, but unllke last u:udon. the gap

To Lloyd Carr, the defenslve coordlnator
for Unlversity of Michigan's football team,
Alex Marshall's success wasn't so surprising.

“I knew he was a good foothall player,”
sald Carr at Thursday's medla day. “He has
outstanding patentlal.’

‘What was surprising was the $iming of Mar-
shall’s succeas, It's rare for a flrst-ycar player
— Marshall was a redshirt freshman in 1988
— to make a significant coatributlon. But this
6-foot-4, 288-pound cutslde linebacker from
Redford Bishop Borgess praved to be some-
thing special.

Marshall didn't just play, he started 11 of
12 games last season. He made 49 tackles, in-
cludlng seven for 37 yards in losses — three
of which were quarterback sacks.

Such rapld success surprised Carr. “He
needed to get experience,” the U-M coach
said. “It's hard to count on a freshman.”

Marshall proved more than rellable. The
progress he made last year puta him in posi.

tion to challenge for all-Big Ten accolades
this year and for the rvmnl.nder of his Wolve.
rine career,

BUT SUCH projecticns mean little to Mar-
shall. Hls oplnion is blunt enough: “A lot of
people have potential, but they never do any-
thing with it. You've got to llve up to it.”

‘That is Morshall's goal — to make the most
of his ability.

If he manages to come clese to realizing hls
enormous talent, Marshall may be the linest
outside lincbacker to come out of U-M. He's
already a proven blitzer, according to Carr.

"He's a great pass rusher,” the Wolverine
coach sald. “He's got the size you want. The
thing that's helped bs he got some experlence
carly in his carcer, beczuse yon know he's
going to get bigger and stronger and develop

some more.
“If Alex malntains his work ethic, he can be
a great one.”

Already, Marshall fs determined nhot to Jim-
it himself. “My strength is probably in pass
rushing and against the run,” he said. But he
quickly added doing those two things well ina
game doesn’t necessarily mean he's perform-
ing up to his potentlal,

. “FOR ME to play well, I've got to be con-
slstent,” Marshall, who has three more years
of eliglbility, explained, “I want Lo improve in
all areas. I don’t want people Lo look at me
and say, ‘He's a good pass rusher,' or ‘He's
good at coverage.”

“I want to be good at everything. I want to
tmprove all-around.”
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Despite o yenr of experience, umuu
docznn: it to get any easicr, “In sompy
ways, It will be,” he predicted. “Ths nervouds
ness of belng a redshirt freshman lhrﬂng
behind me.

“But now, (coachw and teammates) are
looking for me to be more of a leader, to holp
the newer guys, And I'm looking for & uwe-
::ccre from myszelf, I want to be the best I cas

The U-M coaches are cxpecting alot from,
Marghall, and his linebacker teammates, too.

“Linebacker will be the strength of our do-
fense,” sald coach Bo Schembechler. “We
havcnloto!d pth. Our returning starters .
will have to work like the dickeas to hold onto
their spots.”

That challenge doesn’t worry Marshall;:
“Potential is one thing”" he philosophized:”
“It's wonderful, magnlficent, But what I nc-
complish, well, it's all up to me."”

Should Mnnlu\u progress and improve nw\n
scale equal to last year, both he and tho.
Wolverines wiil enjoy spectacular success.

U, Garden City
disrupt NSL

Woodhaven does have some strong
returnees in senlor offensive line-
men John Formentln (6-5, 200), Kev-
in Miller (6-2, 250) and John Salyers
{5-10, 280). Formentin and Miller
were both all-NSL offensive linemen
in '88; Formentin also plays inslde

graduatlon — quarterback John Bure
dick and wide recelver-punter Joe
Dellgauw set school records — and
they must break in both a new coach
in Shawn McGowan and a new of-
fense (McGowan's dumped the run-
and-shoot emptoyed by former coach
Jim Gibbons, now RU's athletic di-
rector).

Also gone are noscguard Chris
‘Woodbeck and defensive back Doug
Robinson, both all-league perform.
ers. But RU has depth and size, and
four offensive nemen return.

SENIOR DAVE STERLITZ (§-3%,
200) will anchor the offensive line at

center and be & defensive key at,

linebacker. Senfors Carl Watkins (s-
315, 225) and Andy Kazor (6-3, 235)
will open holes at thelr tackle posi-
tions for senfor running back Jeff
Platt (510, 175).

McGowan, who served s RU's de-
fenslve coordinator last year, ls
counting on line play to be the glue
early in the season. There's no tell-
Ing how long it wilt take for new
players to develop and replace Bur-
dick and Delfgauw.

Shonld the development cxeeed

the Panthers may

between
may be wider.

For example: Last year, two of
Garden City's Icague losses were by
the slimmest of marglns. The
Cougars were edged by one polnt by
Woodhaven and Jost to Dearborn in
overtlme in coach Bob Elsiminger's
first senson, .
. The '89 Cougars don't look as
tough. Gone are Joe Ziurinskas, an
all-NSL llnéman, and quarierback
Brad Armatrong. The lines will bave
to be rebullt, with senior center-
noseguard Doug Day (5-foot-9, 185~
pounds) the only experienced retur-
nee.

. SENIOR JIM MARSZALER (5-10,
168) - takes over st quarterback
Marszalek started in the defensive
backfleld In ‘88 and — since the
tesm has just 33 varsity players —
he must play both ways agaln,

over 200 pounds) offensive line,
Marszalek wiil have to rely on ml-
lout passing. His main target will

returning tight end John

raake a run at the front-runcers.
But that might be expecting a lot.
As Dearborn coach Chuck Baugh-
mnn predlcted, “Woodhaven's got a
1ot of starting linemen coming back,
and Edsel Ford 13 always tough, At
Redford Union, well, they've got a
new couch and I think they lost a lot.
My guess is they'll take a llttle while
1o get golng.”

Baughman's prognosis for his own
team 15 wait 'til next year. “We have
a lot of depth, and the thing I like s
we have a lot of kids who will go
only one way. But we're young. We'll
only start three senlors. Every kid
that started for us last year was a
senlor except for two spota.

“] don't think Redford Unlon,
Dearborn or Garden City can go un-
beaten In the league.”

Alan Snyder (5+11, 165), a safety
and back-up tight end and fullback,
and Matt Lewlcki (5-11, 218), ao of-
fensive guard-defensive end, are the
co-captalns, Another player to
watch, a mnjor college prospect ac-

{64, 198). .

Their overall lack of size, dcpu:
and experience could make Elsim:
inger’s second year mors duﬂcull_

than his flrst.

At RU, the plcture {sn't as bleak.
The Panthers have lost heavily to

Harrison has been a thri

QOLEMAN HAS left the entire question °

"t Gotomen .
.. il tsad Hawko agaln

cordlng to Junler line-
man Andy Balestrieri (6-1, 205).

“We're nothing special,” insisted
Baughman.

IT MAY NOT take anything s

and Milier s a defenslve
tackle.

However, the Warriors' losses
have coach Jim Buttson concered.
“I certainly think we have a chance
at (the title),” be said. "But Edsel has
10 be the favorite.”

Among the 18 senlors Buttson lost
from his "88 championship team are
quarterback Chrls Collins, taflback
Carl Robak (the team's leading
rusher), all-NSL llnebacker-guard
Rick Neuharth and ceater Jim Claw-
son,

Still, the talent is there. Junior Er-
nle Nemeth (5-10, 170), a starter at
strong safety last season, will play
both ways thla year, replacing Ro-
bak at tailback. Senior Dustin Soell,
In his first year of varsity football,
also looks dangerous at wide recelv-
er and placekicker (be may punt,
too).

Woodhaven's fate could be deter-
mined early. The Warriors face
Edsel Ford in their first NSL game
once agaln, this time at Woodhaven
Sept. 22, “Qur flrst league game is
obviously so important,” sald Butt.
son. “If we win that, we could win
the whole thing.”

JACE BRIDGES, .Edsel Ford's
veteran coach, wouldn't disagree. In-
deed, he wondered why anyone
would rate bls team as a chaltenger.

“Woodbaven's the defending
champlon,” he noted, “We're pot the
defending champions. We've lost a
tremendous amount of aize through
graduation. Some of the kids we
have coming back I like real well
But I'm concerned about our physl-
cal size and squad size.”

The key player Bridges must re- [
place is quarterback-defensive back-
kicker Joe Crill, voted the NSL's
most valuzble defenslve player in
*88. “‘He played a lot of positions for
us,” the Thunderbirds’ coach sald.
“He'H be very difficult to replace.”

Also gone are both offensive tace
kles and most of the recelvers. But

Stx defensive starters return.
Among them are scnlor defensive
back Greg Cunningbam (5-10, 175),
who was also an all-NSL running
back, and senlor Derek Sied (5-9.
170), a lncbacker and running
Senlor Brian Miller (5-7, 175), me
all-NSL center, Is back as well.

Bridges malntalns the league race

F'lyan Boll, dfopplné a Brother Rice runner in
last year's Boys Bowl, anchora the Catholic
Central line as o sonjor, Bell rates as a poten-

15 loaded with talent

*“Is up In the alr,” But tradlition fa-
vora Edsel Ford, and so does the tal-

Steve Hill
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12. Horold Rankoy, tacklo, West-
fand Glenn: Enormous potential even
though he didn't seo much oction in ‘88,
but at 8-6, 265 he’s the typs who should
Jevelop a3 the season goos along. In onty
his second year of {ootbalt, Rankey may
bo ono of the koys 1o Glenn's Buccess In
'89. Remomber Hartison linoman Dale
Kotz last yoac? Rnnkey could ba the samo
type of perdormer.

13. Trent Nnumchnf(, rocelver/
linebackor, Liv. Churchilt: Wit toam
up with Segfienza. (sce nbove) 10 give
Churchill one of tho 2roa's best one-two

Oivision | safely. Biggost problem Is that
he has boen plagued by Inkmies. His
brother Brotl I the long tAavpper for Con-

" tal Michigan.

14. Pat Bowlo, fullback/tackle,
Ply, Salem: The Don Nettioghar (59

* 210} of Obsecverland. The human bowl-

ban rushed for 613 yards last yoar for

JOHN STORMZANDIAEN photogrestier

tia! mafor collego prospect and Is one of tho
top playera in Obscrveriand,

h\pmodnod(a'lnnmln'sa Abo-
ﬂnndotmncklcondalmbncmmol

quickness. -
15, Carl Watkins, tackle, Rodford
Unlon: A two-yvar varsity stertor, big
things ara expocwd of the &3, 225-
senior, coach . Bhawn

McGownnhnnpalrolnnmnlnddcs
in Watking and Andy Kazor {83, 235).
The Panthors shoudd be eble to run t;\p
tfootbal in "89. .

TOP JUNIORS ':

Ctuls White, rocatves/defenatve back,
North Farmington: Todd Pawlowskt, fiy-
bocker/tight end, North  Fammington;
Bobby Johnson, knobackot/1ackie, Livo-
nla Franklin; Brlan Kutch, quarterback/
finobacker, Aodlord 'St Agaihar  Mige
Turner, lmebacknvnaubuck fadidrd

Thurston; Archon Stewart, wida recelvel/
defenshve back, thua Cathate C:nl:.ﬁ;

. s t. But Pve made a lot of friends bem,

pe-
clal to win the title, however. ent
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Coleman Immedlately - stepped Into the
starting role at Harrison alter be transferred
{from Alblon late in his freahman year, He had
started for the Alblon varsity the previous fall
and threw for more than 1,500 yards.

He might atill have been an all-stater at
Alblon, but then ho might pot have achieved
his blggest goal.

"Bc!m I lelt high school, I wanted to wina
state champlonship, whatever school 1 was

at," he sald. “I bad no ldea we would be in the
finals the last two yurs.

COLEMAN ECAME immediate star
for the Hawks, who had thn supporting talent
to complement his abllities and make Harri.
eon & de ‘stato ontender. In o way,
Coléman, who-has led the Hawks to a 24-2

record the last two years, made the Harrison -

star shine brighter, and the Hawks belped
make Colgman a bigger star,

“Thp pgst two years have been great,” ho
sald. “P/henever you're winning In football,

}%"@f@&?&@a

Harrison's Mmmng kicker

and the school took me in with open arms. 1
couldn'’t have asked for anything better.”

For talented athletes like Coleman, with
scnlor year come the college recruiters, an
they baven't had any trouble flnding the Cole-
man famlly’s eddress and/or phone number,

Coleman has been comtscted by cvery
school imaginable, but he's belng cool toward
the recrulting slde of stardom with an entire

' s2as0n olhlzhndwvl ball still akend.

parents prefty much take caro of
that,” ha said. “1 don’t cven talk to the
coaches when thoy call the house. My dad
takes all the calls and talks with them.

*Ho sald ho wants me to enjoy my last year
‘and 28 soon a3 football ls over we can deal
with the recruiters. So right now I'm concen-
trating on my Tast year of football and hnvlng
a nico season.”

wide open for now, He hasn't dcvelop::d .
short list of schools he's interested in
reveals no Inclination toward a pctsunnl h-
vorite.

Though he has damonstrated he can run,
Coleman has bullt his reputation ns a passer,
Tronleaily, some schools may want him for
the former reason.

Harrison doean’t run the option, which
would seem to lessen tho Interest of echeols
with run-oriented offenses. Coleman does
moat of hls running off the rollout and play-
actlon schemes. L. .

1 won't say I wouldn't go to a schoo that

y runs Lhe ball,” he sald, “But ¥'d like to
g0 to & school that it up, s0 I can use
my runnlng abllities as well 23 whg Thave
an open mind sbout it right now.”

Coleman sald his style is culted for a run-
and-shoot offense, scrambling from the pock-
et and throwing on the rua. Ho's scen Rodacy
Peeto play for the Detroit Llons and likes to
compare himself with the former Southeen
Cal quarterback.

Bive back, L Claroncevito; Eisio
Swwv!dl. tackly/| iﬂ.bockm. Fﬂmﬂ.’rﬂ‘m

ing
the Rocks and should do even batlor on  Hamison.

for

U TN TR

Some colleges may thy umy txvm C;
mhncva.beumolhhhckdﬁnn
hebeuﬂuhnmpkyatmumajarmm
level, because bis styla allows him to nega!
any drawhacks caused by bls 59 stature. I.

"!’I"ll'Nchaumnkeup(er‘xckuH:cL,’ﬂ .
with other things I can do, Like spreading tim
fleld, elnding tha rush anﬂ Gniing the ew.o
recelver,” he sald -

Coleinzn binted & schoal that e pl%
actlon offeme and allows Mo quarterdrek
bootleg mdmaxtd_thockmmmhb’ﬁb
an inside track when t‘hateu'n!ﬂn‘ attde
heatsvp later thls year. -

“That <heuld Eaeah & iot 0 &6 £, 2t
“hecanse that wonld move ma eut of B pocie |
ct, It's kinda bard to 500 behicda -eunge .
man, It doeza’t mean I ean't thyow fron tiny

hootizg akee

U:
staying in tha pockes”. - H
Tho oppomeants who mumt try,
Coleman 63 Lzt tlmz Qv EaR pwsh.y 'n‘:h E
he would ctay in tha rac\rt. ma' tbr:y e
l.'x:l tamerely vaekiot tilnkiag, . o d e

"E—w A

.



