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~cqState’ Department of Social Ser-
“yiges offleinls sald the mew nssess-
ment program contract at Boys Re-
[yblic will run paly one year, while
i assessment facility ls belng built
dnDatroit, . . - T
Y3u'We, as much a3 you, want to get
bdcx to our G0 beds in the {long-
fterm) - treatment program,” sald
afames Grarnan,' board president,
%:Wa have no intentlon of expanding
-ofirenewing the program.”
JobAt the ' Farmington Hills City
“Gouncll meeting Monday, council-
hn Paul Sowerby asked for
;Euarantees that the contract for the
assessment program would not be
re-glgned In April 1890, But Grannan
*321d the decision ean't be made un-
-lézs all board members for the medl-
wo-secure home for delinquent boys

State controls

Gontinued trom Pago 1

) The assessment program, started

In July, houses up to 40 wards of the
state, some repeat offenders placed
r{q _the medium-seeurity facllity by
‘the DSS, lor a { 13

ages 12-17 have a chance to vote on
the Isaue,

The Burton Center, on Mack and
John R, is scheduled to be complete
by November. 1t will house up to 58
delinquent boys who require medlum
security, satd Danle]l Chaney, reglon-
al director of Wayne/Metro Reslden-
tinl Services for the DSS, -

“The clty must recognlxe that this
{asscssment program) is a change in
use,” zald George Roberts, Olde
Town/Mcadowbrook Helghts Home-
owners Association president, “This
will open the doer to further expan-
slon.”

“The area has now become a pris-
on and a new stigma ls placed on
residents. Theee is a prison In thelr
back yards,” sald Messle Kurzeja,
who lives a half mile away.

BOYS REPUBLIC officials sald

County),” sald Danlel Chancy, re-
glonal dlrector of Wayne/Metro Res-
Idential Services for the DSS,

ALTHOUGH THE DSS controls
the intake, the department has made

“Before placement in a long-term

fpeatment progrem,

sonLast year, the DSS warned Bays
Republic it would stop placing delin-

tquent boys ages 12-17 at the 80-acre

«wooded site, on Nine Mile, west of

-dnkster, If securlty was not improved
to lawc; the high truancy rate, Gran-
nan sald.

A REPORT by Farmlngton Hills
Police Chle! Willlam Dwyer showed
68 truancies In 1987 and 68 truancles.
in 1988 for the 79 boys housed at the
facllity cach year. For the flrst elght
months of 1989, 12 of the 22 boys
housed in the treatment program
have been reported truant.

“Are the cltizens of Farmingten
Hills golng to be sale?”" DuFresne
asked. “They haven't been, But we
dldn't know that.”

‘The program that we have,
worked with Boys Republlc an rede-
aigning would come into llne with
the requircments of the program
that bave realized only six truancics
over the past two and a half years
with 2,500 youngsters (in Wayne
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a verbal agr t with Boys Re-
public that Class I and Class II of-
fenders, involved in crimes such as

residents don't want to negotlate
modlfications to the assessment pro-
gram or the one-year contract.

“What some of you really want {s
to kill it," said state Sen. Juck Fax-
on, D-Farmington Hills, who is a
board member. “They want this
thing dead,”

“Boys Republle has outllved its
usefulness and closing it down alto-
gether has gat o bo one of the alter-
natives,” sald Walter Ream, a
Spring Valicy resldent.

A tour of the facility Saturday led
to maore concerns for some city coun-
cll members.

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi sald he
was frustrated with unclear answers
to his questions regarding the pro-
gram change,

YAfter our tour on Saturday, I
found a minSprisen,” sald councll-

In 1987, 90 percent of the boys at
the facllity had been charged with
Class INI offenses, which Include
breaking and entering, auto theft
ond trafficking In less than 650
grams of drugs, the report sald.

DWYER SUGGESTS that the DSS
modIfy the contract further to Hmit
Renubll

murder, rape and and
selected Class I offenders will not
be placed at Boya Republle, Chaney
sald.

The department would agree to
amend the contract In writing as to
the verbal agreement, Chaney sald.

“l was pleased when the DSS
agreed not to send any Class I, Class
II and sclected Class II offenders to
the facllity,” Dwyer said.

‘The contract includes an escala-
tlon policy allowlng Boys Republic
to ask the DSS to remove a boy ex-
hiblting behavior harmful to bimself -
or others, or who is hadltually truant
or violates program rules and shows
a pattern of behavlor that {s out of
control, .

The youth may be removed as
soon a3 24 hours after placement,
Chaney sald.

The report indlcated the type of
youth entering Boys Republic in the
assessment program fs not dlfferent
from the type of youth in the treat-
ment program, *
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L Fall into a healthy season’’

Attend a free health lecture sponsored by the
Horizon Surgery Center.

,?"Vrhursday, September 7th at 6:30 p.m.

Boys to those
charged with trafficking in less than
50 grams of drugs and to forbid
other Class IIT offenders, such as
boys involved in assault with a dan-
gerous weapon ot breaking and en-

tering of an occupled dwelling.

In 1928, 74 percent of Boys Repub-
lle resldents were Class 11 offend-
ers. So far in 1989, 81 percent of the

is the assessment program

have been Class III offenders, close
to the 83 percent Class III offenders
In the treatment program,
“Thelr (the DSS) CAR

woman Jean Fox. “The Boys Repub-
llc as we have known It since 1923 1s
not there teday.”

. The city councll- can’t’ declde
whether the 99-year-old instltution
should continue to exlst, Faxon sald.

THE DS$S sends boys who have un-
dergone prescreening to the assess-
ment program for a four-week cvals
uatlon before placing them ln a long-
term treatment facility. Only boys
who requlre medlum securlty whl go
there, the DSS said.

“The communlty I8 much better
off with this stylc of assessment,”
sald Nelson Grlfflth, a staff tralning
consultant for the assessment pro-
gram.

In May, Boys Rcpublle, 2 private,
non-proflt, soclal service agency, se-
cured a $1 million mortgage for jm-
medlate renovations and entered

tee) is the one that makes the detor-
minatlon and not even the court can
order placement into the factlittes,”
sald Martin Krohner, Farmington
HWs resident and an assistant pro-
secutor In the Wayne County Juve-
nlle Court. '

“When the state gets hard up for
space or they get into a budget
* erunch, they can slmply change the
classtficatlon of the boys,” DuFresne
sald, “Today we're a H and tomor-
row we're a IV and next week we're
a 1L Again, no contre).”
Class I and Class II offenders
have never been placed at Boys
Republle, the report read,

here are two other medi

Hills site to do assessments for only 1 year: state

Into the contract with DSS to sct up
the aszessment program.

In exchange for impraved sccurl-
ty, the state, strapped for beds for
delinquents, will contlnue to send
more boys to Boys Republlc. As part
of the agreement, the fackity will
recelve a higher dally payback, .

- Previously, Boys Republie otfered

onty long-term treatment for as
many as 65 dellnquent boys, sent to
the facility by the DSS.

The 22 boys in the current treat.
ment program who wlll be separated
from the 40 bays to be enrolled in the
assessment program.

Assessment program boys wlil be
housed in two fully sccure bulldings
and wlll have no community access,
Treatment program boys will be
housed n a renovated bulldlng with
perimeter securlty and wil! contlnue
to have supervised community ac-
cess, Boys Republle officlals safd,

Jack Faxon
otate senator

curity assessment programs In the
county. The St. Thomas Asscssment
Center in Detrolt houses 27 males.

Floyd DuFresne,
ook Hei

vice president of the Olde Town/
I A 1nti o

The Monte Vista Center,
also in Detroit, changed from an

(Case Assessment Review eommit-

apentoa ity facllity in
July, it houses 15 girls.

just
how necure his neighborhood is with changes that have oc-
curred at Boys Republic. The issue was discussed for 3%
hours at a Farmington Hlils City Council meeting Monday.
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Sacred Heart Byzantine Church
29125 W. Six Mile
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Men., if you're about to turn

time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

18, it’s e
el

It's quick t's easy.
And it's the law.

Hand Sculpted Originals

also....delicate porcelain; adorable bears
beautlful antiques, wonderful reproductions

featuring

from World Famous
European Artists

FITNESSE
Exercise Company
- AUDITIONS FOR GREAT
HIGH ENERGY INSTRUCTORS
Please come Saturday, Sept. 2nd, 12 noon
31225.0rchard Lake Rd. (at 14 Mile)

If you need more information please

Call 851-3488 or 540-2535

How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

Auto-Owners gives families with two or more cars a reduced
insurance rate. That makes their exceptional auto coverage
and claims service even more attractive,

So if you’re a multiple car family irying to minimize insurance
costs—call your “no problem’ Auto-Owners agent and find
out how this discount can be **no problem for you,

o gy Tl
Frank Hand 33930 Eight Mile Rd.

Insurance Agency Farmington«478.1177
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