Cries of urban spraw
mask other problems

'UBURBS, HEAR THIS. You can't
have it both ways.

You can't try to l.wlnte yourselves

-~ from Detrolt and Pcmlnc and their
problems, and then ery that you
should have heen consulted when
word surfaces of a proposed mcega
mall way the heck out in Auburn
Hills or a Somerset North in Troy.

Both impact your communities.

The communities of Southfleld, a
major suburb struggling to remaln
vlable, and Lake Angelus, a tiny sub-
urb trying to remaln unclutiered,
will ask the Southeast Michigan
Councll of Governments (SEMCOG)

- for a reglonal impact study of Au-
burn Mills, the 2.3-milllon-square-
foot mall alated for I.75 near Jeslyn
Road. Size-wisc, that's about twice
Troy's Oakland Mall. Other com-
munities may join the chorus.

Southficld has been on record
agalnst urban sprawl, for some time
— well, uh, sometime after North-
land. Clty fathers don't llke what's
happening In Novi, particularly now
that Southfleld-based Providence
Hospital wants to shift some of its
services that-a-way. They were on
record ngalnst The Palace and the
new GM Tech Center.

“‘We ought to learn from our expe-
rlences,” Southfleld City Manager
Robert Block sald. “1f jt (Northland)
was wrong and eventually hurt De-
trolt, then let's not repeat it.”

AUBURN HILLS' immediate”®
neighber, Rochester Hllls, is also
making nolses of concern, “Here we
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g0 again," according to Rochester
Hills Mayor Blllle Ircland, who last
fall successfully fought against a
traffic pattern for” getting to The
Palace which used Rochester Hills'
streets,

‘The proposed mega mall “shows
the lack of coordination between the
municipallties in this fast-growing

COG has already violated its princl-
ples -by making the Auburn Hills
mega mall site cllglble for federal
road aid.

© It will only do the review If &
clearing house review commlttee
says it should,

® And, bottom line, it is only an
advisory body, although its advice
could influcnce that federal ald for
roadwork,

BUT, WHAT, if not SEMCOG? It
seems to be the only agency with the
potentlal for making us stop, look
and listen to the sounds of growth. Is
the growth real or manufactured? Is
It Just one moge move to avold deal-
tng with our rezl problems: raclal
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county-of Oakland,” sald,
Hills counciiman Ed Baron. He sald
there should be some sort of reglonal
analysls of a community's plan for
such a large project. *

Enter SEMCOG, which Is on
record on behalf of curbing urban
sprawl, favoring older clties and
preserving nature in the countryside.
As the offlclal planning agency for
the seven-county reglon, they recent-
ly endorsed such a plan as proposed
by “the Big Four” — Qakland Coun-
ty Exccutive Dan Murphy, Wayne
County Executive Ed McNamara,
Detreit Mayor Coleman Young and
Macomb Board Chalrman Mark
Steenburgh,

But what will a review by SEM-
COG do?

® Southfleld county commission-
er Lawrence Pernlick says that SEM-

portunities, 'crhncg and drugs?

Suburbs, you can't duck frem what
happens in Detrolt and Ponttac and
then hope to control what happens in
Novi and Auburn HIls.

QOnce again, the Detroit metro
area ls In this together, If we attack
the real problems, the growth can
re-spring from where there are al-
ready roads, sewers, water.

“What we're dolng here Is spend-
ing dollars to bulld & mail in a corn
fleld, while we abandon our older
cltles,” xays Rochester Hills' coun-
climan Barol

Sure wish l "d sald that.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric newspapers.
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MY OUTBOARD motor was on the
Iritz one day in 1882. I took it to the
place where I had bought It, but the
guy was out of business,

The telephone directory, In the
days when it wasn't so bulky as to be
unusable, yielded a number of out-
board dealers capable of handling
my brand of quiet fishing motor.

Most were out of buslriess.

Traveling US-2 It the Upper Pen-
insuta that July, I noticed one board-
ed-up restaurant and motel after an-
other.

That was in the bottom of the re-
m:slun.“‘odny you fight for roere-
atlon space. And maybe prosperity is
better,

‘This summer was
Michigan’s first $10
billion summer,
according to Travel
Bureau director John
Savich,
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No, it’s not abnormal
to rate personaliti ies |l

Q: My 'son, after only three days of
school, is already making some
pointed remarks. about one of hls
teachers and his new principal, Some
remarks are not very good. His nintk
grade buddies jolned him the other
afternoon on our outdoor basketball
court and shelr observation of a con-
ple of tenchers makes me wonder,
Who do you belleve?

A: Belleve me, the same scenario
1s golng on In teacher lounges about
certaln kids who are returning this
year, [ call this parking lot and
lounge chatter. Really, it's not ab-
normal for students and teachers to
“refiect” on the personallties they
will be dealing with this new schoel
year.

However, lel's make an agree-
ment, I promise to believe only 50
percent of what they tell me about
you, 'the parent, If you promlse to be-

lleve only 50 percent of what they -

tell you about me, an educator.

What your 15-year-old son and his
buddles are doing Is simply running
the teachers they will be dealing
with this year through their Adoles-

industry

“Make no mistake: Although pre-
Jminary flgures may say that travel
had a $10 billlon economle impact
this summer, this has been a tough
year, Every year since 1985 has seta
reqord in Mlichigan travel history,
and it becomes harder and harder
c:lch year to improve on the record
‘of the previous 12

THIS SUMMER was Michigan's
first $18 blllion summer, ‘according
toh'l‘ravei Bureau dlreetor Jokn Sav-

The record occurred desplte a
stowdown in the natlonal cconomy
and an eroslon of consumer confi-
dence, he sald. Eroskon of consumer

A poll of metro Pe-
trolters released last week showed
Just the opposite. And shopping mall
stores in Oakland and

perd
months.

“We started 1989 faced with pre-
dlcﬂem of rising gasoline prices and

countles, in particular, are so bard-
up for help that they're offering tul-
tion Ineentives and chitd care.

Savlich last week launched the bu-
reaw's new Michigan Fall Travel
Gulde and Calendar of Events at a
news conference, saying:
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We got erratic

_prlces slow growth in the gross na-
tional product, a seven-polnt decllne
in consumer confidence, and a 10- to
154 wth in hotel rooms —
all of which makes for a very unusu-
al year full of mixed signals.”

“MIXED SIGNALS"™?
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cent Accreditation Analysls. Unbek-
nown to them, they are into a “psy-
chologleal mapplng” or a printout of
cach teacher 50 to determine strate-
gies on how to deal with each teach-
er'a style and cach teacher's expec-
tation this school year,

This first week of schoal, there-
fore, Is really a mutual assessment
progrum; teachers assessing thelr
students’ pérsonalities and behavior
patterns and. students scrutlnizing
thelr teachers’ egocentricities.

As parents of -2 ninth grader you
must be experienéing the metamor-
phose of early adolescence, when
your son {s the epitome of knowl-
edge, brighter than the teacher or
parent (the parent who becomes
more limited every year). But don't

making

State parks now Lake reservations,
and over the Labor Day sveckend
many were fliled — desplie the

¢ a4

despair, by l.he Ume your son/daugh-
ter is 25 you will — If your patlens
can Jast that long — have chll
that recognize you were not so Yot 3
of touch™ after all.

Don't overreact when your sen
percelves a teacher to be “differ-
ent” Time and agaln, students- JTe-
turn to sehool years later and thank
the very teachers they thought were
unfalr at age 18.

On the other hand, l! a pattern db H
velops over a period or a few months § \
In a certain class where your son ,
hibits a real nervousness or anxlef S
you, as a parent, have an ubUgnllau:
to talk with the teacher, counselor yr 4
principal to clear the alr based ' pn.,
factual information — not idle park-}*
ing lot chatter.

Dr, James Doyle is an :u:xsta i
superintendent in the Tndeldol’
District. The answers
here are the opinions of Doyle:
and not the Troy Schoo! District,

Questions for this column should
be sent to Doc Doyle ¢/o the Gb-
server & Eccentric New: ',
36251 Schooleraft, Liuon(asggfsgg
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the Travel Bureau at 1-800-543: 32
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by early season rain.

Every town in creation seems to
have a festival of sorts. Savich re-
vealed there were seven “Celebrate
The Great Lakes” included even
Wyandotte., Wyandotte? Yeah,
Wyandotte.

In florid language, Savich unvelled
the new “user friendly” fall travel
guide. It combines a calendar of fes-
tivals and activities with a sclection
of 25 color tours, 80 clder mills and *
other goodies, -

Coples of the free Michigan Fall
Travel Guide and Calendar . of
Events can be obtained by calling
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The travel indostry has come- a
long way since the bottom of the re-
cession, when UP restaurants wenz
boarded up and boat dealers wepe
belly up. If one were old-fashioned,
one could even say ft's getting
erowded out in our beloved boon!cl;‘

' Tim Richardeis director of &a
Suburban Communications Corg.
news service, SCC is the partnt
company of the Obscrver & .
centric Newspapers: . N ‘
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